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When we consider the time which is necessary to fulfill the needs of an
individual it will easily be understood that the needs of a vast
country like Ethiopia can only be filled progressively and by stages. 

For
the life of the world is such that periods of constructive achievement
are followed by periods of destruction: the period of construction
brings peace and the period of destruction brings uncertainty. We have
always kept in mind that the union of the spiritual strength of the
people with the material power of the independent nation provides the
firm basis for our people to overcome the hardships and difficulties of
life facing them in this world. Ethiopia relies on Almighty God and
natural justice...

Imagination, devotion, perseverance, together with divine grace, will assure your success.
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The first conference of the independent African states was held in
Accra, Ghana, on April 15, 1958. It was decided then to celebrate this
historic day as African Freedom Day. Until recently, April 15 was
celebrated throughout our continent as African Freedom Day. 

However,
two years ago today in May the Summit Conference of the Independent
African States, which was convened in Our Capital City of Addis Ababa,
decreed that May 25, the day on which the historic Charter of the
Organization of African Unity was signed, be celebrated every year as
African Liberation Day. Accordingly today is celebrated as African
Liberation Day. 

The African Unity Charter was signed two years
ago today. Within this brief period much has been accomplished that
augurs well for African Unity. In accordance with the resolution of the
first Assembly of African Heads of State and Government held in Cairo
last year, the headquarters of the Organization of African Unity has
been established here in Addis Ababa. Under its Secretary-General, His
Excellency Mr. Diallo Telli, of Guinea, the Organization is
successfully discharging its responsibilities and commitments. 

The
Ethiopian people, who have struggled and made untold sacrifices for
their independence and freedom for thousands of years an independence
that has been a beacon for all of Africa today celebrate this day
together with all Africans by consolidating their freedom and
independence with the freedom and independence of their African
brothers in the spirit of Modern Ethiopianism. 

This year, two
sister African states Zambia and Gambia have won independence and they
have joined the family of independent African states. We share their
joy and we extend again, as we did on the occasion when they won their
independence, Our sincere felicitations. 

We are anxiously
awaiting the day when those Africans in the dependent territories break
the shackles of foreign tutelage, and become masters of their own fate.


On this solemn day, all of us must pause and remember the
plight of our African brothers who are under foreign rule and who are
desperately struggling to win their freedom, their basic fundamental
human rights. 

Instead of granting their rightful freedom and
independence to the indigenous Africans in Angola, Mozambique and
Portuguese Guinea, the Portuguese Govemment has intensified even more
its campaign of ruthless suppression of African freedom fighters in
these territories, under the outmoded, illogical pretext that these
territories are part of Portugal. In concert with the other African
members of the United Nations Organization, Ethiopia has never ceased
advocating at United Nations and other international conferences that
the Portuguese Government should grant independence to each and every
territory under its rule. 

Rhodesia

The United Nations
Anti-Colonial Committee of which Ethiopia is a member, is presently
visiting Africa to follow closely the dangerous situation in Southern
Rhodesia. In South Africa and in South-West Africa, the policies of
apartheid and oppression are becoming increasingly unbearable. The
South African Government is accelerating its ruthless campaign: a
methodical campaign of arresting daily, detaining without trial and
torturing the Africans and their leaders who are struggling for the
their fundamental human rights and freedom. All the peace-loving
countries of the world must act together to force the colonial
governments of South Africa and Portugal to desist from these policies
- policies which are inhuman, policies which deny basic human rights,
policies which are detrimental to the peace and security of the entire
world and grant independence and freedom to these oppressed people. 

To the U.N. 

The
Assembly of the African Heads of State and Government has authorized
the Foreign Ministers of Senegal and Algeria to bring the cases of
racial discrimination and oppression in South Africa, the inhuman
colonial rule of the Portuguese Government and the dangerous situation
in Southern Rhodesia, before the Security Council of the United Nations
to find permanent solutions to the unrelenting struggles of the African
governments and people. As a result the entire world is today more
conscious of these pressing problems. 

From discussions in the
United Nations in recent years, We have cause to believe that some
friendly nations fully support the efforts to impose an economic
boycott on South Africa and Portugal; it is unfortunate that some great
powers who have been entrusted with the maintenance of international
peace and security have not co-operated in these worthy efforts. 

These powers are the main obstacles to an effective economic boycott of South Africa and Portugal. 

The
establishment of the Organization of African Unity, the concerted
action of the member-states and the pooling of the aid to Our brethren
African freedom fighters, have helped to revive and strengthen as well
as intensify the liberation movements throughout Africa. For this we
are grateful to the Liberation Committee of the nine African States, of
which Ethiopia is a member. 

On this day, we should all
recollect with gratitude the support of all those friendly nations in
our endeavour in the United Nations and other international conferences
to free Africa of all the colonial vestiges. 

Next Assembly

It
will be recalled that the Cairo Assembly of the Heads of State and
Government decided to convene the Second Assembly of the Heads of State
and Government in Accra, Ghana, in September this year. 

Because
of misunderstandings among certain member states of the Organization of
African Unitys voices have been occasionally raised recently against
the convocation of the Assembly in Accra. Nonetheless, the regular
Assembly of the Heads of State and Government was, in the first place,
designed to find peaceful solutions, through deliberations and frank
exchange of views to such misunderstandings among member-states. We
believe, therefore, that any change in the venue of the next Assembly
will make no major difference. 

Consequently we have dispatched
our Minister of State for Foreign Affairs to West Africa, with personal
messages from us, to mediate with the leaders of the West African
states concerned. 

We earnestly hope that the member-states of
the organization of African Unity will meet in Accra in September in
accordance with the decision of the first Assembly of the Heads of
State and Government. 

On this day, we extend our fraternal
greetings to all our brethren Africans who are still suffering under
foreign colonial rule. We reiterate that Ethiopia, in co-operation with
the member-states of the Organization of African Unity, will always
continue to give her full support for their just struggles to win their
inalienable rights to freedom and independence, and to be masters of
their own destiny. May Almighty God assist us in these endeavours.
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The United Nations General Assembly, it will be recalled, designated,
in a resolution, 1970 as International Education Year. This decision
was taken primarily in recognition of the urgent global need to
formulate new educational systems and methods in educational
administration and guidance. Member states of the United Nations
Organization are in the process of implementing this resolution in
co-operation with UNESCO. In addition, UNESCO member states and other
interested organizations are systems and administration, to increase
budgetary allocations for universal education and to strengthen
international co-operation in the field of education so that the goals
outlined in the International Education Year can be realized.

The
acute problems related to education are manifested in the fact that
today two-thirds of the population of the world are denied educational
opportunities while the present educational systems are being
questioned and criticized. These immense educational problems cannot be
solved overnight but need continued study and appraisal, and in this
regard the United Nations Organization deserves credit for focusing
world attention on educational problems.

Despite the enormity of
the problems, the ever increasing quest for education is a trend which
we all welcome. In particular, the developing countries, such as
Ethiopia, have and are continuing, to give priority to education and
educational facilities and to allocate a high proportion of their
revenue to education in order to speed up the development process. To
cite a specific example in this connection, world-wide study on student
population shows a marked increase in the number of African students,
particularly in the secondary and higher learning institutions, a
result which should be a source of pride. In Africa, too, there is
close co-operation and collaboration in the field of education. these
results cannot be considered as final, rather they should be taken as
stepping stones and as a driving force to improve and strengthen
educational systems and administration.

National UNESCO Commission

It
will be recalled that we ordered the establishment of the National
Educational Commission of Ethiopia in June, 1968, long before the U.N.
resolution on the International Educational Year was passed. The
directives of the commission were to formulate and define the
objectives of education in Ethiopia, methods to expand education and
educational facilities in the country to speed up the development
process and the integration of education in social live. The spirit of
these directives is similar to those of the U.N. resolution on
education. In addition, a special commission has been set up to
co-ordinate the implementation so this important resolution on
International Education Year. the special commission and the office of
the National UNESCO Commission will conduct appropriate programmes such
as public discussion on education and related subjects, and special
stamps will be issued marking the International Education Year as well
as following closely what is being done in other countries in this
connection.

While speaking today about the spirit and aspiration
of the International Education Year. It is appropriate to mention here
the Annual International Literacy Day which was observed, for the
fourth time, on September 8, 1970 throughout the world.

In 1967,
the government of Iran founded the Mohammed Raza Pahlevi Prize, given
through UNESCO, to honor and encourage countries, individuals and
organizations which had significantly contributed in the campaign to
eliminate illiteracy. We have spoken on the merits of that prize, the
inspiring example of which has been followed by the government of the
Soviet Union in its Nadezhda Krupskaya Prize, also given through
UNESCO, for which it deserves credit, In 1967, 1968, and 1970,
organizations in Ethiopia were awarded medals and certificates, and won
honorable mention from the Pahlevi Foundation for their effective
campaigns against illiteracy. The adult literacy campaign launched in
Ethiopia under the supervision of the ministry of Education and Fine
Arts and through the collaboration and assistance of government and
private organization is conducting satisfactory educational programmes.
The results achieved from year to year and particularly in the last
year have been encouraging and augur well for the future.

We
have always encouraged and impressed upon our people the importance of
education, and today, while speaking on the International Education
Year and on the international Literacy Day which was observed on
September 8th, We wish to reiterate our conviction that education is a
collective responsibility affecting every Ethiopian family.

The
objectives of the International Education Year are to modernize and
improve educational systems and administration for the need of the
times, to produce the necessary manpower for national development and
to formulate new educational means and ways to strengthen international
co-operation and to safeguard mankind. On this occasion, We urge Our
people to strive collectively to achieve these objectives through the
expansion of education and educational facilities.
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Distinguished members of the Jamaican Parliament, I am glad today to
get this opportunity of conveying some thoughts to the Jamaican
Parliament and people. 

The
people of Jamaica have a long glorious history. The Jamaican people
have struggled to attain their independence and since independence the
Jamaican people in an exemplary national unity have gone on to bring
further abundance and progress to themselves. Because I know of the
history of these wonderful people and because I know of the sentiments
the people of Jamaica entertain for the Ethiopian people, I have always
wished to come and visit Jamaica. Now, thank God, this wish of mine has
been fulfilled. 

Upon arrival in Jamaica I have seen more than
I have expected. I have seen the progress of the people and I have seen
their determination to march forward in unity towards greater progress.
I have also witnessed personally the extent of the feeling of the
Jamaican people for the Ethiopian people. 

Again I wish to take
this opportunity of expressing my thanks to the Government and people
of Jamaica for the wonderful reception that was accorded to me. 

Our
relations with the Jamaican people, as I have said already, is not of
present origin. At a time when the Ethiopian people bore aggression,
harsh aggression, the people of Jamaica showed their concern and
sympathy to the Ethiopian people and have in this way provided us with
encouragement regarding which the Ethiopian people shall be forever
grateful. 

Since I arrived in Jamaica, I was able to witness
myself that these feelings of sympathy that had existed then have
continued, and even now there is a greater desire to establish a closer
relation with the people of Ethiopia. 

The relations, in a
broader sense, between the people of Jamaica and the people of Ethiopia
and Africa are deep and abiding. We have all struggled for independence
and have achieved it now. Because we are people dedicated to the
achievement of our independence. we have attained an objective that Is
the basis for continued mutual cooperation and goodwill. 

In addition to this there is a bond of gratitude, a bond of brotherhood.  

The
people of Jamaica, by and large, have originated in Africa. This again
gives us another basis upon which we can contract a healthy relation, a
relation that is not only going to be useful to our respective peoples
but a relation, because of the fundamental similarity between us, that
will in the long run contribute to a better maintenance of
international peace and security. 

In addition to this both the
people of Jamaica and the people of Ethiopia are dedicated to another
cause, that is the cause of progress and prosperity. Here again the
struggle we have to undergo, the difficulties we must all overcome, and
the programmer we must adopt have much similarity. Thus I say the
people of Jamaica and Ethiopia have much in common and these common
factors can be used as the basis for even stronger relations between
our two peoples 

The people of African origin have immigrated to many parts of the world. 

Some of them have come to Jamaica; others to other parts of the world.  

But
wherever they may be they have similar historical experiences and the
problems that await them depend on sympathy, and this can be used by
all of us as the basis for the establishment of greater cooperation
which will be for our mutual benefit. 

In addition to this I
also believe that the peoples of Jamaica and Ethiopia have another
important cause in common, that is the cause of international peace.
For much more than means of warfare, the violation of peace somewhere,
must be discouraged to prevent the utter devastation of the human race.
We have as an important concern that there should not be a violation of
international peace and s ecurity. 

However, if small countries
do not combine all their energies, if small countries do not put all
their weight in one direction towards the maintenance of international
peace, then their individual voices in today's world would not matter
much. This is precisely why the smaller states, little Jamaica and
Ethiopia, have the supreme interest that international peace and
security be preserved. And to this end we have to continue to
collaborate so that our voice on the international scene would be
augmented. 

In addition to this it is quite true that a country
can achieve material progress alone. However, we know from the
experiences of the past that international co-operation tends to
quicken the pace for progress of individual countries. 

This is
again another area for us to think about and see in what way we can
further expand the relations between the peoples of Jamaica and
Ethiopia. 

From another fundamental point of view this is why
the organization of African Unity has been established. It is because
the African continent, which comprises more than 250 million people,
were it to remain divided among more than 30 states, their individual
voices would not carry weight. It is precisely why, since there is an
identity of interest, we have attempted to include Jamaica also, so
that we can carry this weight in the councils of nations, and also
through the process of co-operation and expanded economic relations we
might be in a position to quicken the pace of development of the
individual member countries of the Organization of African Unity. 

Because
the African people are dedicated to the cause of the maintenance of
peace, because the African people are determined that there should be
that material progress for their people, and because the African people
believe in the essential precepts of democracy, these are the
foundations of the Organization of African Unity. An organization that
is based on such a solid foundation can only bring success to all its
endeavours which will be for the interest and benefit of the African
people, and perhaps also the interest of other peoples. 

From
the same point of view l say the similarity of fundamental national
interest between our two peoples, that is our good friendship that has
always existed, must be allowed to deepen, must expand the areas of
material and full cooperation in all ways possible. 

We must
remember that many states that today represent the major powers of the
world were once weak, were once prey to other major forces. But,
however, through the process of assimilation, through the process of
the realization of fundamental national interests, and through the
process of combination that they have achieved, they have become the
major powers, the powers that are all-embracing. From the same point of
view the people of Africa in Jamaica who have identical interests
should be able to augment their energies for good by the process of the
establishment of greater collaboration. 

I would broadly say
wherever there is African blood there is a basis for greater unity. We
must also help each other in our endeavours to expand education, to
raise the standard of living of our respective peoples. To this end we
wish to signify the appreciation of the sentiments held by the Jamaican
people for the Ethiopian people and as a manifestation of our sincere
friendship, within our very limited means, we have made an agreement
with the Jamaican Government to establish a school for Jamaicans here.
I am confident that all the preliminary procedures will be concluded so
that the construction of the school will commence within the near
future. 

Lastly, may God give wisdom and His blessings to the people of Jamaica. Thank you.
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It is a great responsibility to be elected to legislate upon matters
that are the anchor of personal liberty, security, social
responsibility - in general of a framework of organized and ordered
social order.

One
measure of the healthy growth of parliamentary democracy is the insight
sense of responsibility and dedication brought into work by deputies in
the course of deliberating on issues originating from either the
executive branch of government or the Chamber itself. Our government
has given education, public health and related programs high priority
with the conviction that trained manpower and sound health are crucial
to the progress of advancing economic growth.

Accordingly, no
less than 20% of the national budget was allotted to education.
Enrollment in governmental and private elementary and secondary schools
has surpassed targets of the Third Five-Year Development Plan. It is
also gratifying that enrollment in the University is growing from year
to year.

Considerable time and energy have been devoted by
experts to the task of making research into the kind of education best
suited to Ethiopia's present needs in accordance with a directive we
personally issued. 

The recommendation has reached us through the Council of Ministers and we have given order for its immediate implementation.

It
is normal for every individual family or generation to give way to the
new by adding something to the heritages bequeathed upon it. No man
chooses his own parents. But in the last analysis, a man's ultimate
worth is, in the modern world, determined by his accomplishments and
his service in the cause of his nation and his countrymen. It is thus
our sacred duty and responsibility to be cognizant of the fact that
because history is bound to judge us tomorrow by what we are doing
today, we must do everything in our power to leave behind us a lasting
legacy of work.

Lastly, we would like to remind you members of
the Houses of Parliament to deliberate on the bills already submitted,
and those which will be submitted to you as a matter of urgency by
realizing the fact that they are matters of crucial importance for the
progress and development of the country.

May God, who proposes and disposes everything, be with you all in the discharge of your duties and responsibilities.
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  Mr. President, Mrs. Johnson, distinguished guests:

First
of all, Mr. President, I wish to state my satisfaction of the fact you
have recovered as spiritedly from your recent difficulty with your
health. It is nice to see you in the state that I find you today.

Each
generation thinks that the situation it faces is the most serious one,
the most difficult among those which were faced by generations of the
past. However this may be true today, I believe, when we say the task
of this generation is burdensome, we mean it.

Because of the
progress mankind has achieved and because of the difficulties that are
at times part and parcel of progress and prosperity, we find ourselves
at a crossroad where we might make the world safe for our future
generations or we might all perish together. 

The friendship
between the United States and Ethiopia is one of long standing. Our
association in the past many decades, I hope, has been fruitful for
both our peoples. Because the United States and Ethiopia believe in the
same fundamental and essential goals, it is necessary that we should
put our efforts together so that we may make maximum contnbution for
the safety, happiness and prosperity of the generations to come. 

In
our discussions, Mr. President, I hope we will have the occasion of
considering certain questions of mutual concern, of exchanging views in
a frank and open manner, and arriving, I am confident, at a consensus
of understanding. 

I believe that these are not confined to our
times and that leaders must from time to time come together, face each
other, and discuss problems they share in common. It is not enough that
we deal through diplomatic channels.

Mr. President I know of the
hard work that you have in your country. I know of the immense
responsibility you carry for the safety of mankind, for the maintenance
of peace. I know also of your splendid effort in maintaining national
peace and security. I am glad, under the circumstances, that you are
able to consider my coming to the United States for the purpose of
dealing with matters of mutual interest.

Ethiopia and Ethiopians
are labouring today not only for the peace and prosperity of our
people, but also, realizing the fundamental common interest which we
share with other African people, we have dedicated Ourselves to
building a united and a more prosperous Africa. We found that the
interest that affects Africa affects also Ethiopia and vice versa,
because our destiny with the African Continent is a common one. 

We
have to put up a common effort to see that the Continent's interests
are protected. As it is well known, the Organization of African Unity
was established in Addis Ababa. I believe this organization has made a
good beginning in the interest of all of the African people. I hope,
Mr. President, during our private conversations I will have an
opportunity of exchanging views with you about matters of mutual
concern, as well as matters that relate to the Organization of African
Unity. 

Let me say, again, that I am glad to be in the United States today and I pray that our discussions will bear fruit. 

Thank you.
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We wish to express our sincere thanks for the message that has been
sent by His Excellency President Johnson. We thank you also for the
kind words you have said about our country. We are happy to receive you
for many reasons: happy because human knowledge, at the present time,
is being extended with the hope that mankind would benefit. We are
confident and sure that the world realizes today that as a result of
the investigations and as a result of the courage you have shown, all
humanity is going to benefit. Of course, it is one thing for us to be
sitting at home and to follow events that are transpiring outside,
while with extreme personal courage and at great personal risk, on
behalf of humanity, you were undertaking a feat that has given you
personal satisfaction and brought great honour to the country that you
represent. As we said, your undertaking for advancement of science and
on behalf of human good can only result in great benefit to humanity in
general. It is through men that have dedicated themselves to scientific
efforts that the human being has made so much progress. And it is
because men like you have shown extreme personal courage for the future
good of mankind that mankind has accomplished so much in scientific
investigations. There is no doubt that through these scientific
achievements mankind can advance. We are sure the pleasure accruing
from what you have accomplished is not solely confined to ourselves.
The pleasure must naturally go to the people of your country and to us,
too. The result of your adventurous experiments and works is an
admirable contribution from the point of view of all men who are
interested in the advancement and progress of human society. Your space
flight and subsequent flights that are to be undertaken by men like you
give us confidence in the bright future of mankind. We thank you very
much for the presents, and please convey our heartfelt congratulations
to President Johnson and all those people who are responsible for this.
Again we would like to take particular note of your heroism and
dedication to the cause of science.
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We deem it a privilege to be here today in Belgrade as the guest of Our
old and good friend. Marshal Josep Broz Tito, and to address this
Conference which is meeting in this, the capital city of Yugoslavia. To
all who hear Our words, and to all whom they represent, We extend Our
greetings and those of the people of Ethiopia.

We
would also extend Our thanks to Marshal Tito for acting as host at this
Conference and to the Government and people of Yugoslavia for the warm
welcome which has been accorded Us here, a welcome which We have come
to know to be characteristic of the friendly and generous Yugoslav
nation.

We are particularly gratified at being able to speak to
this Conference, called to provide a forum wherein nations sharing
common attitudes and facing common difficulties may exchange views on
some of the urgent problems which confront the peoples of the world
today, because among those gathered here are many great world leaders,
men whom We are privileged to call friends and whom We and the peoples
of the world hold in highest esteem. Their presence in this haIl augurs
weIl for the success of our labours. We regret only that
representatives of other nations which We believe share views similar
to ours are not also numbered among those present here.

Critical Juncture In History

We
are meeting at a critical juncture in history. Even within the confines
of these walls, the rattling of the sabres of the mighty powers clashes
in our ears. The dark and ominous clouds of world conflict loom
threateningly on the horizon. Both great power groups, while
disclaiming any intention of initiating aggression, have dwelt, in
public utterances, upon their retaliatory might, upon their power to
destroy and devastate and, annihilate, upon their ability to wage a war
in which tens and hundreds of millions would be the victims, in which,
indeed, some of us fear that man himself might be exterminated. These
are grim days indeed, and we must call upon a high degree of courage to
face each new dawn and the dangers and decisions it brings. But at the
same time, we should not be cast into despair or deterred from
attacking, with zeal and energy, the problems which we have met to
consider. Rather, and perhaps for the first time, let us undertake a
realistic and critical reappraisal of our role in history and thus
achieve a complete understanding of the full extent of our involvement
in present-day world events. We, personally, welcome this opportunity
to demonstrate the influence which the Non-Aligned Nations can bring to
bear upon global problems and the full extent of the contribution which
We can make to their solution.

World's Major Challenges

The
major challenges confronting the world today are two: the preservation
of peace and the betterment of the living conditions of that half of
the world which is poor. These are of course, mutually interdependent.
Without peace, it is futile to talk of improving man's lot; and without
such improvement, the task of guaranteeing peace is rendered many-fold
more difficult. The assault on these two problems must be made
simultaneously, and all of our actions should be taken with an eye to
the solution of both. The nations which are represented here today have
answered an invitation to attend a Conference of Non Aligned States. We
may usefully ask, as an essential first step in working out our own
terms of reference and in shaping a common approach to the problems we
have met to consider, what we mean by the term non-aligned.

We
may say that no nation here feels itself so wholly within the sphere of
influence of either of these two great groups that it cannot act
independently of them and contrary to them whenever it so chooses and
the interests of world peace so dictate. We mean, in sum, that we are
all, in the ultimate sense, neutral in the cold war which rages
unabated in the world today.

Neutrality

By the word
"neutral" We do not, of course, mean that abstention from political
activity which has been for so long the hallmark of a Switzerland. We
can no more refrain from political activity in the year 1961 than man
today can voluntarily refrain from partaking of the radioactive
fall-out which will be bestowed upon him should a nuclear holocaust
erupt on this globe. Nor does neutrality mean that without taking
sides, we content ourselves with urging that the powers most intimately
concerned negotiate in good faith to the solution of the issues in
dispute between them; we have passed the point where prayerful pleading
serves any purpose other than to debase those who thereby abdicate any
responsibility or power to influence events.

To be neutral is to
be impartial, impartial to judge actions and policies objectively, as
we see them either contributing to or detracting from the resolution of
the world's problems, the preservation of peace and the improvement of
the general level of man's living conditions. Thus, we may find
ourselves now opposing, now supporting. now voting with, now voting
against, first the East, next the West. It is the worth of the policies
themselves, and not their source or sponsor, which determines the
position of one who is truly neutral.

This, We maintain, is the
essence of non-alignment. Those who would righteously denounce one side
on every major problem or issue while reserving nothing but praise for
the other cannot claim to be non-aligned, nor can those whose policies
are shaped for them elsewhere and who wait patiently to be instructed
whether they are to be for or against be called uncommitted.

Friendly Relations

We
in Ethiopia feel that we have achieved increasing success in
incorporating this concept into our international relations. We have
for many years carried on friendly relations with Western and Eastern
nations. We have received economic aid and technical assistance from
both West and East without in any way compromising our independence in
passing judgment on issues which have arisen between the two, We have
never engaged in unjustifiable attacks on either side, but at the same
time, we have never hesitated to be critical of either when we have
felt their policies demanded or deserved criticisms.

Only this
definition of non-alignment or, if we like, of neutrality, will serve
in the modern world if we intend honestly to bring our influence to
bear on present-day problems. It is in the implementation of this
concept that we, the Non-Aligned Nations, have our role to play, a role
which, unless we compromise it, can contribute immeasurably to the twin
causes of world justice and the betterment of mankind. If we raise our
voices against injustice, wherever it be found, if we demand a stop to
aggression wherever it occurs and under whatever guise and brand the
aggressor is such, and if we do so on a wholly impartial basis, we can
serve as the collective conscience of the world. On the other hand, we
will quickly and surely sacrifice this privileged position if we reveal
ourselves to be biased on one side or the other from the outset, if we
listen with only one ear to only one side, and act in defiance of the
principle of impartiality.

We Are Not A Power Bloc

For
the fact is, and while the fact is hard it must be accepted if our
deliberations and decisions are to bear the stamp of sincerity and
reality, even the total combined weight of all of the uncommitted
nations of the world here today, plus those which are not attending
this Conference, cannot, in terms of pure power, be compared to the
Western and Eastern powers. To cite but one example, the population of
a single nation, India, represented in our midst by a great and noble
statesman and Our good friend, Jawaharlal Pandit Nehru, exceeds the
total population of all of the rest of the states present here.
Analysed with an eye to military strength or to present day wealth, we
must recognize that the uncommitted nations cannot qualify as a power
bloc and that our strength resides not in military might or in economic
wealth, but rather, in the cumulative moral influence which we can
bring to bear on the peoples and the problems of the world.

We
should not, however, under-estimate the extent of this strength, and
realistically appraising its worth, we must seek ways of exploiting it
for the good of mankind. In the struggle which we witness in the world
today, two groups compete for our support and our adherence to their
policies. The leaders and peoples of these two groups are both highly
sensitive to our reactions to their policies, and the potential impact
of an aroused public opinion upon them has, We believe, a far greater
significance than we have heretofore realized. Each side is fearful for
its cause and will reap satisfaction or dismay, as the case may be,
from the judgments which we pass upon their actions. If we remain
faithful to the principles of Bandung and apply them in our
international life, we will maximize the influence which we can bring
to bear on world problems.

Moral Element

But, in the
exercise of this strength we must guard against the temptation to seek
to aggrandize our position by acting and voting as a group simply for
the sake of group action. For when we descend into the political arena
as a recognized and organized and disciplined unit, our moral influence
and our power to rally and shape opinion on questions of world import
which is otherwise our greatest strength is compromised and dissipated.
Bloc action implies, within the group, the exertion of pressures upon
recalcitrant members, the compromise of positions, the sacrifice of
principle for political expediency, the trading of votes for votes and
adherence to the rule of the quid pro quo. AIl of these are
inconsistent with the real source of our power: the moral element in
the conduct of human affairs. How often have we all, at the United
Nations, witnessed the sorry spectacle of nations voting against their
will, against their own self-interest at times, as part of a bloc. And
how have we applauded the occasions when members of a group, in
defiance, of the policies and wishes of the group's leaders, have voted
in accordance with principle and right as they saw it.

We should
be aware, too, that in relinquishing the role which we may play, if we
will, in insisting upon the devotion to principle which is the
antithesis of pure power politics, we play the game of those whom we
seek to influence. When no one upholds the cause of right and justice
for their own sake, when the small, still voice of conscience speaks no
longer, immorality and lack of principle have triumphed, and in this
history all of mankind is the loser.

Role Of The UN

This
leads Us into the next matter of which We would like to speak to you:
the supreme importance which we and particularly the smaller nations
among us must continue to attach to the role played by the United
Nations in the field of international relations. The United Nations in
the first instance, provides the forum wherein we, who claim the
freedom and the position to speak frankly and openly against injustice,
against desertion of principle, against the intimidation, the
oppression, the subjugation of the weak by the powerful, can make our
voices heard. We must be ever vigilant to assure that such an
institution is preserved to us. The year 1960 has been called the Year
of Africa - and rightly so. We would ask our fellow Africans to assess
in their own minds the significance of the role which the very
existence of the United Nations played in the liberation of the
millions of Africans who in the past few years have cast off the yoke
of subjugation. This is not to say that the United Nations is directly
responsible for the coming of age of Africa. We do assert, however,
that without the medium provided by the United Nations, wherein the
African struggle for freedom could be brought before the conscience of
the world, the forces of colonialism would remain far more firmly
entrenched on the African continent than they do today.

Equally
important, the United Nations provides the instrumentality whereby the
principle of Collective Security, to which We personally have devoted
Our lifetime, achieves real and tangible existence and meaning. If
force must be employed in the world today in resistance to aggression
and in the maintenance of world peace, surely it is preferable that it
be employed through an institution such as the United Nations, in
pursuance of international decisions legally and openly arrived at
there. Ethiopia has not hesitated to respond in the past with all the
resources at her disposal to the call of the United Nations in times of
crisis, and we shall not hesitate to do so again should the call be
made.

Who Gains From The UN

Let us not delude ourselves,
it is not the great powers that need or benefit from the existence of
the United Nations. It is the small powers, which depend on and require
and demand that it live. It is we who have the most to gain through the
successful achievement of its goals, it is we who have the most to lose
should it one day be relegated to a tidy niche in history, a niche
already occupied by the League of Nations. We have had sad occasions to
observe in the not too distant past that the great powers are capable
of injustice and of abuse of power. We are all too well aware, as
recent events and utterances should convince any but the most sceptical
and disbelieving, that the great powers, while prepared to use the
United Nations when it suits their convenience, have been equally
willing to ignore and by-pass it and act independently of it when their
interests so dictated. Unilateral action outside the United Nations is,
however, a luxury denied to the poorer and weaker nations.

But
in the face of world opinion, massed in support of right and justice,
We venture to suggest that even the great nations, powerful as they
are, will hesitate to breach the peace and violate fundamental rights
of mankind and of nations, in defiance of the United Nations, and thus
face universal condemnation. This is our hope, our only hope, and it is
our obligation to insure that the full weight of our influence is
solidly ranged on the side of right and justice in this forum.

U.N's Enemy - Our Enemy

In
our appraisal of the United Nations, of its structure and the field of
action proper and appropriate to it, we must recognize the historically
demonstrated fact that a wilful and deliberate violation by any member
state of its obligations under the United Nations Charter weakens the
United Nation's prestige and threatens its destruction. Let us speak
frankly; he who acts deliberately and with calculation to the injury of
the United Nations, to weaken it or to endanger its existence as an
effective and energetic international institution, is the enemy of all
of us. He robs the world of the last, best hope for peace, robs the
small nations of that bulwark which the United Nations provides against
oppression and he deprives them of the forum where their voice may be
raised against injustice and oppression. It is, perhaps, no accident
that the United Nations headquarters resembles a structre of glass. It
is a fragile, not an indestructible, institution.

At the same
time, we need not delude ourselves, that the performance of the United
Nations has been, at all times and on an questions, that which we might
have wished. The United Nations is man-conceived and man-run, and
hence, by its nature and by the nature of man, imperfect. We must be
constantly alert to improve and perfect its machinery, to minimize the
risk that in time of crisis it will fail us, to assure that its
decisions are founded on principle and not on bias and prejudice.

The
most obvious defect which We observe in the United Nations today
derives from the fact that this Organization, in 1961, remains the
self-same entity which was created sixteen years ago at San Francisco.
Its membership has more than doubled from 46 to 99 nations, but its
structure remains the same, and no measures have been taken to assure
that adequate representation in its constituent organs is guaranteed to
the peoples who have since 1945, taken their places in this world body.
We must not and we shall not be denied this right - for this is a right
and not a privilege. The increased participation of the Non-Aligned
Nations in the day-to-day activities of the United Nations is the best
safeguard against the arbitrary abuse of its powers and functions by
and for the benefit of a single group, and such a development would
enhance immeasurably its effectiveness as a bulwark against aggression
and a guarantor of the peace.

We must, too, observe that the
United Nations can scarcely fulfil the role envisaged for it by its
founders so long as hundreds of millions of people remain unrepresented
there. We refer now not merely to those whose independence is yet to be
attained but, as well, to those states, primary among which is the
People's Republic of China, which have thus far been excluded from a
seat in its councils. We can hardly speak with true sincerity of a
universal meeting place or of an organization whose decisions will be
binding upon the world community of nations when states which we, the
Non-Aligned Countries, would wish to influence are not present to hear
our words or to feel the weight of our opinions. We urge both the
proponents and the opponents of the admission of such states to seek an
acceptable formula whereby those to whom We refer may soon be counted
among the members of the Organization.

The Future

In
dealing with present problems, which at the moment appear so
overwhelming, let us, at the same time, do so with a clear eye to the
future. Let us be far-seeing in our actions. There is no area to which
this rule does not apply, and We would seek to apply it specifically,
at this moment, to the problem of colonialism.

We have spoken of
the part played by the United Nations in contributing to the decline of
the system of colonialism. Although herself never colonialized,
Ethiopia, like all Asian and African states, has a lively and vivid
appreciation of the vices of this system. Ethiopia was arbitrarily
included within the sphere of influence of a colonial empire when the
map of Africa was carved up by treaty at the end of the 19th Century,
and Our country's invasion in 1935 was but the last act in a prolonged
struggle to impose upon Ethiopians this most ignoble of human
conditions of servitude. No nation in Africa, we Ethiopians proudly
boast, can be said to have more consistently and more fiercely fought
against the shackles of colonialism.

It is clear to Us that
colonialism, defined in the classic sense, is forever finished, both in
Africa and in Asia. Its last remaining vestiges are being
systematically attacked and destroyed. The major powers not entirely
voluntarily and not without the exertion of continuing pressure - for
History knows of few instances where colonial powers have, of their own
free will, relinquished control of a dependent people - have admitted
that the system is out of date, and have acted to change it.

At
the same time that we applaud the serpent of colonialism in breathing
its last, and while we Strain our every effort to speed its unlamented
demise, we must look beyond it to the problems which remain, several of
which, indeed, are created or at least intensified by the disappearance
of colonialism from the world scene. We must recognize and deal with
the attempts being made from all quarters to perpetrate colonial
exploitation under new forms and to introduce into our continents a new
system no less inimical to freedom and Iiberty. Independence means more
than the granting of national flags and anthems, and without real and
effective freedom in the economic and political spheres, liberty
becomes a mere catch-phrase, devoid of content. But in our haste to
escape from one system of bondage, we need not, all blindly, embrace
another no less oppressive and burdensome to the free spirit of man.

Complete Responsibility For Africans

In
the task which remains of exterminating the last remnants of
colonialism, We maintain that we need no longer search for or call upon
foreign assistance. Speaking now only for Africa. We firmly assert that
free Africans are now fully able and competent themselves to assume
complete responsibility of ensuring the ultimate expulsion from this
continent of the last colonial elements. We go further: We claim, for
Africa, the power and the ability to deal, without foreign
interference, with such problems as may arise on this continent in the
future, save for those few instances where Africans themselves may
decide that the aid and assistance of the United Nations is required.

For
above all else, we must ensure that the cold war shall not be imported
into the African continent. African soil, for so long the battleground
in the struggle of the African peoples for freedom, must not and shall
not now be transformed into a field of hostilities in the cold war.
Such a development could nullify the conflict from which Africa is only
now emerging victorious, and obstruct and impede the solution of the
problems which decades and centuries of colonialism have strewn in
their wake.

We here are all dedicated to the betterment of the
conditions of man's life; we all know the sorrows and misery of those
who do not live but merely exist, the lot of men whose living
conditions are sub-standard. But when We speak of the betterment of
man's life, We mean not merely the economic improvement of living
standards; We refer, in addition, to the spiritual conditions in which
man lives, for just as a man without means to feed his hunger and to
clothe his nakedness can take no pride in his existence as a human
being, so, also is one who is reviled and discriminated against because
of his race or religion, robbed of his self-respect and human dignity.

Racial Discrimination

The
spectre of racial discrimination which has for so tong cast its dark
and evil shadow over much of this globe is slowly disappearing. Men are
coming increasingly to be judged by their talents and abilities rather
than by the less meaningful and far more superficial standards of race
and religion. But there yet remain those who, in their bigotry and
ignorance, resist this flooding tide, and it is against these that our
efforts must be directed. The struggle to win for our brothers in South
Africa that status as free men, free to stand, heads high, among free
men as equals, which so many millions of Africans and Asians have
attained but yesterday, goes on. Our duty is not discharged, our course
is not run, our victory not won so long as apartheid, the legitimized
policy of the Government of the Union of South Africa, prevails in any
area of the world.

In South Africa, an attempt has been made to
legislate the inequality of the races. This attempt is doomed to
failure. We here are all pledged not to pause in this strife until its
emptiness, and mockery are revealed for all to see, and those who have
used it for their own purposes have abjured this doctrine which is an
insult to all men and to Almighty God in Whose image We are created.
But, at the same time, let us not bemuse ourselves with the notion that
it is any more possible to legislate equality, for these matters
concern attitudes and values over which intellect sadly exercises but
little control. Let us not recoil in hatred against those who, even
while protecting their freedom from bias and prejudice, reveal by their
actions that the poison of discrimination has left its lasting effects,
and by this reaction reveal that we, no less than they, are prey to
unreasoning emotion, that we, no less than they, are susceptible to
that virus which is called intolerance.

Apartheid Must Be Discredited

The
African states have already imposed direct sanctions in the economic
and diplomatic fields in an attempt to influence the policies of South
Africa and to convince the South African leaders that it is in no sense
in their interest longer to adhere to this policy. We should, during
this Conference, consider if there are not additional measures which we
may adopt to speed the inevitable day when the policy of racial
discrimination and the principle of apartheid are discredited and
abandoned.

But let us take pride in the fact that as free men we
attack and abhor racial discrimination on principle, where-ever it is
found and in whatever guise. We can, in addition to the economic
pressures of which we dispose, bring our moral weight to bear and rally
world opinion to our cause by revealing the brutality, the inhumanity,
the inherent viciousness and evil represented by this policy.

It
is only natural for man to strive towards a better life, to wish to
educate his children while he himself was uneducated, to desire to
shelter and clothe them while he himself was naked and scourged by the
elements, to strive to spare them from the cruel diseases by which he,
himself was ravaged. But when these ends are realized at the expense of
others, at the cost of their degradation and poverty, these desires,
which are not intrinsically immoral or pernicious in themselves, must
be frustrated, and the means by which these otherwise legitimate ends
are sought to be attained must be scorned and shunned.

We
ourselves, the Non-Aligned Nations of the world, seek no less than
others these same objectives. And it is not by mere chance that we also
count among our number the great majority of the underdeveloped nations
of the world, for not until the direction and determination of man's
fate is firmly within his own grasp can he devote the totality of his
strength to his own good.

Financial Assistance

In order
to speed our economic development, most of us require extensive
external financial assistance. We need not be ashamed of this fact,
particularly when the poverty and ignorance from which our peoples
suffer have been perpetuated through the deliberate and long-standing
policies of others. It is surely in the interest of those who look to
the uncommitted world to swing the balance between West and East that
we be economically strong and free of crippling bonds which would limit
our freedom of choice. Only if the Non-Aligned Nations have a real
opportunity of choice can their adherence to and support of their
policies be of value; a choice dictated by others or imposed by outside
influence is a meaningless choice.

We believe that on this score
the conscience of the world has been awakened, and that the vast
majority of men today recognize the truth of what we say. There are
those, however, who raise their voices in alarm warning us that this
assistance is designed only to impose upon us another but equally
insidious form of subjugation. With this We do not agree. We believe
that it is possible, for all of us to receive assistance from diverse
sources without compromising that independence and impartiality which
We have already declared should be the hallmark of the nations
represented here.

Aid Programmes

Nonetheless, this fear
exists, and when it is coupled with the fear that two assistance
programmes carried on within the same area by competing power groupings
will ultimately result in the importation into our countries of the
very cold war from which we seek to disengage ourselves, a powerful and
compelling argument for multilateral rather than bilateral assistance
is made. Happily, there already exists, in the United Nations, the
effective means for the channelling and administration of massive aid
programmes free of these attendant dangers. Considerable progress has
already been made in this realm, and we all have cause to be heartened
by the ever-increasing role which the United Nations is playing in this
field, a role which is financed by the contributions of those who,
recognizing the validity of our fears, are prepared to accept this
technique as a means of meeting them at no sacrifice to the advancement
and enlightenment of the under-developed peoples. In enlarging the
scope of the United Nations operations in the field of economic
development, we also strengthen its position and heighten its stature
as an international force for the preservation of peace.

It is
one of the tragedies of our day that while half of the world's
population is wracked by a never-satisfied hunger and remains
poverty-stricken, disease-ridden and ignorant, vast amounts are spent
by great powers on armaments money which, if diverted to satisfying the
basic human needs of the poorer people of the world, could transform
their lives and restore to them their human dignity, their happiness in
the present and their confidence and faith in the future. No nation is
possessed of limitless riches, and each heightening of world tensions
and the force expenditure which calls forth greater military strength
on the part of those to whom we look for aid, serves to lessen the sums
available to fight misery, and the great nations cannot, even if they
would, enlist their full support in this battle.

The Cold War

And
yet, while we await hopefully that measure of assistance which, coupled
with our own resources, could assure the ultimate triumph of the
under-developed peoples over their poverty, the rich and powerful boast
of the size of their military arms and the might of their forces. The
one claims that it will spend the other into bankruptcy and collapse -
a most worthy and noble objective. We must recognize that the cold war
poses not only a military danger; the cold war robs the under-developed
nations of their hopes for a happier and more prosperous future. Much
emphasis has been laid on the risks to man's life on this planet which
a world arms race carries with it, and too little recognition has been
given to side-effects and indirect consequences of astronomical
military spending. Disarmament must be achieved not only because in
this fashion will the threat of a world holocaust be dispelled, but,
equally because only through a drastic reduction in the military
budgets of the great powers can the vast resources required to raise
all of mankind to the level of free men be freed for these purposes.

The
agenda which has been placed before us at this Conference is ambitious
in the extreme. In effect, we are to pass judgment, in one way or
another, on virtually every question of significance which confronts
the world today. This is as it should be; once having taken our places
as responsible, intelligent members in the international family of
nations, we cannot shirk our- consequent duties.

This agenda
raises both questions of principle and questions involving the
application of accepted principles to specific problem areas. Both
types of questions pose equally great difficulties, and there are no
easy answers to the problems before us.

Right of Peoples

We
may cite one example arising out of the very language of the Charter of
the United Nations. We are to discuss during this Conference, the right
of peoples and nations to self-determination, a right which is an issue
in various regions of the world today. We are also called upon to
reaffirm our respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
states and the principle of non-interference and non-intervention in
their internal affairs, principles which have demonstrated their
essential worth and validity in the field of international relations
many times over and to which we believe all here are wholly dedicated.

We
deign to suggest that there is some inconsistency, some internal
contradiction between these principles when closely linked together,
whereas considered separately and apart, none would deny them at least
lip service. Can a Government which overtly or covertly supports the
violation of the territorial integrity of another state justify its
actions on the ground that it seeks only to implement the principle of
self-determination for all or a portion of the people of that nation?
We think not. To contend contrariwise is to adopt the thesis of Adolf
Hitler, who contended, in support of the action of the Third Reich in
incorporating Austria into Germany, that "It is obvious that an idea
embracing the entire German people and arising from its depths cannot
be stopped at the frontiers of a country"

Peaceful Co-existence

Similarly,
when we consider the topic of peaceful coexistence among states with
different political and social systems, we must guard against careless
use of terms or language which, for different people, have different
meanings. Peaceful co-existence is not merely the absence of war. It
embraces non-interference and non-intervention in the domestic affairs
of others, refraining from propaganda activities calculated to create
disharmony among states short of war or among peoples of the same
nation, the cessation of subversive activities designed to ferment
civil disorder and revolution in other nations, and the like. The word
itself is an empty bottle; it is for us to give it content and meaning.

In
considering the specific problems before us, We find hardly more cause
for optimism or for hopes of easy and early solutions. But, to revert
to a theme earlier sounded, that upon which Ethiopia's foreign policy
is founded, it is to the United Nations that we must look for the final
decisions concerning these crisis areas. Let us consider Algeria, where
thousands have died in seeking those rights which we assembled in this
hall enjoy as our most precious possessions. This problem, of
fundamental importance for the security of the world, has already
figured on the agenda of several sessions of the General Assembly of
the United Nations, and in a few days it will again be the subject of
discussion there. We remain hopeful that bilateral negotiations between
France and the representatives of the F.L.N., here among us, will
terminate in success; meanwhile, we cannot abdicate our obligations to
bring our concerted weight to bear to this same end, in that forum
which is particularly calculated to maximize our influence in the
speedy resolution of this and similar problems. We pledge our ceaseless
efforts to the achievement of the independence of the Algerian people,
and we await impatiently the day when Algeria will take her rightful
place as a free state in the community of nations.

Angola And Bizerta

Angola
poses a particular problem for us Africans who would now take into our
own hands the determination of our own fate and the shaping of our own
future. Again, We are confident that within the four walls of the
United Nations. Africans will secure the means whereby the people of
Angola will be enabled to stand among us as free people, and the Angola
problem will be expunged from the list of items which vex the
conscience of the nations of the world.

The entire world has
been saddened and disheartened by the recent bloodshed at Bizerta.
where gallant Tunisians died in seeking only to regain for their nation
those last few acres of Tunisian soil still dedicated to the
maintenance of military bases. We sorrow that peaceful discussion
failed to lead to a peaceful evacuation of this base. While reaffirming
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the nation of Tunisia over
Bizerta, We urge those most intimately concerned to spare no efforts
that the further spilling of blood may be avoided, and We particularly
urge that the resolution adopted, by the emergency session of the
United Nations General Assembly last week be speedily implemented.

On
the continent of Africa, we have witnessed, during the past years, the
sad spectacle of Africans ranged against Africans in a struggle not of
their own making, in which only Africans will be the losers. Here,
again, peace has largely been preserved through the efforts of the
United Nations. Ethiopia has contributed to the full extent of her
resources to these endeavours to resolve this problem through peaceful
discussions, and Ethiopian soldiers serve in the Congo in ensuring the
United Nations presence there. We may all take encouragement in the
considerable improvement which recent developments have introduced into
the situation there.

Conflict Reigns

As our gaze travels
over the map of the world, we find no quarter wholly free from problems
which threaten the preservation of the peace. In Laos, a conflict had
raged which, even though localized, carries with it far wider
implications. We urge that the fourteen-nation conference which is even
now meeting in Geneva to settle this question reach a speedy decision
which will restore to this nation the serenity and tranquillity which
it had earlier enjoyed.

Also in Southeast Asia, we find the
problem involving the people of West lrian. Ethiopia has in the past
supported the position of Indonesia on this question before the United
Nations and will continue to do so.

When we speak of urgent
problems, when we look to those regions most likely to emit the spark
whereby the conflagration of a general war threatening the destruction
of us all may be ignited, Our gaze is inexorably drawn to Berlin, an
unhappy city, a city split in twain, a city divided against itself and
isolated from the rest of the German people by barriers far more
compelling and restraining than mere barbed wire or steel barricades.
Among the many lamps signalling danger to peace, that of Berlin glows
most desperately, as if it would frantically attract thereby the
attention of all men devoted to the cause of peace.

The Berlin Question

Where
are we, the Non-Aligned States, to turn in seeking the solution to
Berlin? The Four Powers have this far proved themselves either unable,
or incapable, or both, of arriving at an answer. But this problem
concerns us all; can we long allow it to be the sole responsibility,
the monopoly, of these four? Ethiopia supports the concept of a unified
Germany. Ethiopia supports the principle of free access to West Berlin.
But if this is not enough, there is left to us only to ask, rather, to
demand, that this question be brought before the United Nations for
resolution by it.

And so, again, We come to the United Nations.
Is it inconsistent with Our own life or the principles by which We have
guided Our nation throughout Our lifetime that We should do so? Surely,
a nation as ill and cruelly served as was Ethiopia twenty-five years
ago before the League of Nations, another tribunal which claimed to
act, as a single body, in the protection of the peace and the
preservation of the interests of its smallest and weakest member,
should have profited by its error long since.

No, For us, for
the small, the weak, the under-developed, there is nowhere else to go.
If we turn to one or another of the major power groups, we risk
engorgement, that gradual process of assimilation which destroys
identity and personality. We must, by force of circumstances, look to
the United Nations, however imperfect, however deficient, to preserve
the peace and to lend us its support in our endeavours to secure a
better life for our peoples, and we must concentrate our efforts,
little or great, to the achievement of its stated ends, for only thus
can we secure our free and continued existence.

Incapable Of Despair

This
is not a counsel of despair. Our own life has demonstrated that We are
incapable of despair. Men will die in defence of principle; men will
sacrifice their all rather than compromise themselves and renounce that
which distinguishes them from the beasts - their moral faculty. If this
force in men can but be awakened and focused on the problems of each
day, we shall, God willing, survive each day to the dawn of each
tomorrow, and in this survival guarantee to our children and our
children's children a life time of peace and security, under justice
and right, and under God.
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The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


It is an accepted criterion all over the world to elect judges on the
basis of their merit and not on any other considerations. In Ethiopia,
the Kings received their mission from God and the allegiance of the
people because they have faith in the justice of their actions.

What
Our Minister of Justice in his speech has said on your behalf as well
as the four-day conference that you have attended will undoubtedly
contribute to your enlightenment.

Our history shows that the
Emperors and Kings decided cases and handed down judgment based on
precedents and the prevailing custom. They were assisted by the "Fetha
Negest," a legal code compiled by learned ecclesiastics. It was even a
custom to bury a copy of this code with the Rulers - an act symbolizing
the fact that while dispensing justice in their life-time they had not
deviated from the provisions of the "Fetha Negest."

Since in the
scale of creation all men are born equal, it is imperative that all
laws should be equitable in their application. For, what is the
foundation of freedom and what are the reasons that men cherish it if
they are not equal before the law? The answer is clear to all of you.

With
the assistance of Our elders We have striven to improve the judicial
system of our country from the time that We accepted the high
responsibility of leading the destiny of our nation, realizing that
this is part of our trust. As Saint Paul said: "Where specific law
exists, try according to the law, where there exists no code of law,
try according to your conscience."

As you have mentioned in your
speech We have been continuously exercised with the task of dispensing
justice with equity. And you must be aware of the enormous effort that
we have devoted to the promulgation of the Civil and Criminal Codes and
to secure the service of foreign legal experts to assist the execution
of these tough tasks both before and after the promulgation of the
Constitution.

This is not the first time that We have addressed
an assembly of this nature. While some of you had actually attended the
meeting that was held earlier at the same place, those of you who were
not present must have read about it.

Those who are selected as
judges must realize their great responsibilities, for a judge must
endeavour to discover the truth so that his judgment will always be
impartial and unbiased. He must, moreover, strive to overcome fear and
to resist temptations such as those of pecuniary gains and favouritism
and any other practices that might prevent him from the proper
execution of his duties. He should, in addition, seek guidance from the
Almighty God, be true to his conscience and examine objectively cases
brought before him to aid him in avoiding malpractices.

Ignorance No Excuse

No
judge could claim ignorance or poverty as an excuse for shortcomings in
the administration of justice because he can neither shirk the
responsibility entrusted to him by the Crown nor perjure his God-given
conscience. It will be found that physical and material handicaps which
are often short-lived and transitory are not so harmful as finding
one's self faced with a guilty conscience. Whenever conflict arises
between material and spiritual values the conscience plays an important
role, and anyone who suffers from a guilty conscience is never free
from this problem until he makes peace with his conscience. As you all
are cognizant of those things which displeased God and brings forth
shame, temptations should be rigorously resisted.

Justice is the fundamental axiom for the survival of freedom and government.

We
have always been endeavouring to see that what is benefiting people
elsewhere in the world is made available to Our own people. For this
reason We ourselves have been receiving appeals in Our Court. Ordinary
small cases which naturally cannot be handled by Us because of shortage
of time have been entrusted to our Ministry of Justice and other
judicial authorities in the faith that justice will be dispensed with
equity in accordance with the responsibility bestowed upon Us by the
Almighty God.

The problem of administering justice is not a
thing which exists only in Ethiopia; it exists all over the world. As
judges do demand justice for themselves, you should endeavour to
administer justice with equity, remembering the words of Jesus Christ
that man cannot live on bread alone; he has a spirit to care for.

Our
people have always been demanding justice. He who seeks justice knows
the value of justice too. This testifies to the maturity of Our people.
This has been said time and again in history and is not something new.
For this reason We are proud of Our people. We say this to you so that
there will be improvement in the future in the administration of
justice. Although there might have been failures in the past there is
no doubt you have endeavoured to administer justice squarely. In order
to satisfy all the demands of all the people, time is required. As We
have already pointed out, that which does not give time is the feeling
of a guilty conscience. We should try to avoid it with all our efforts.

Expansion

An
endeavour shall be made to arrive at prompt decision on the draft
regulations defining the responsibilities of the courts and their
administration. It is a well known fact that the budget of the Ministry
of Justice has been increased. It should also be noted that as the work
of the administration of justice expands, studies will be made for the
procurement of still additional funds. There are various means by which
the Ministry of Justice can closely co-operate with other departments
of the government which have their own part to play in carrying out
this task. We shall be passing orders to the Council of Ministers
through our Prime Minister to study the possibility of establishing
schools for juvenile delinquents on the lines of the one functioning in
Addis Ababa so that teenage law offenders who get involved in crimes as
a result of their mental instability can be punished for what they have
done in the past and at the same time be protected against indulging in
crimes in the future.

We have time and again said with regard to
the Moslem Community, that the integrity and religious right of
everyone should be protected and respected. As laws are being enacted
at all times, We have long ago permitted the drafting of laws suited to
their religious practices. However, since religion and work go hand in
hand, it should be understood that the laws should be practised in a
method not detrimental to the unity of a nation. Our Minister of
Justice will submit for study the details of the process for the
administration of the laws whereupon decision shall be taken.

In
general you - judges - should understand that you have been entrusted
with the great responsibility of protecting the rights of the people
and must therefore endeavour to serve with a spirit of selflessness and
integrity so as to free yourselves from guilty consciousness. We urge
you to serve with integrity today so as to set a good precedent for
posterity. Endeavour to serve with integrity, always bearing in mind
what We have told you in the past and what We are now telling you.
Since man has been endowed by the Almighty with the special quality of
judging his own self, let alone passing a judgment on others, at the
hour of pronouncing judgment he must imagine... finding himself to be
in the position of the man in the dock. If one passes a judgment after
search of his conscience and careful reflection picturing his own self
in the position of he who stands before him for trial, and if he does
it with good conscience in the interest of the efficiency of
administration of justice, there is no doubt that he will pass the
right judgment.

He who stands before you or Us for trial is
equally our brother. To think that we may tomorrow find ourselves in
his place, that posterity will also find itself in the same difficult
situation, in a fundamental applicable to all professions.

As
unfairness and loss of faith in justice torments both the body and the
soul, we urge you to keep yourselves away from befalling such a
calamity. Let the Almighty God engrave these words in the heart of
everyone of us.





Agriculture






The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


Since Ethiopia's economy is predominantly agricultural, agriculture
must play a large role in the plans which have been drawn up, at our
command, for our empire's development. 

It
is the duty of all to apply the skill of their minds to the factories,
the trading centres and the roads and communications which are also
evidence of Ethiopia's prosperity, of Ethiopia's strength.

During
the past year (1958) the abrupt cessation of rainfall during the
growing season caused considerable damage to Ethiopia's crops. This
experience has demonstrated that the rivers of our country should be
devoted to irrigation, so that the food needs of our ever growing
population will no longer be left at the mercy of the whims and
caprices of the elements.

The fruits of the farmer's labour must be enjoyed by him whose toil has produced the crop.  

The
uses of trees are many and varied. Groves of trees protect our fields
and plantations from being desiccated by the desert winds which blow
from neighbouring regions During the summer months, they provide
moisture and shade. If trees are not presently planted to replace those
being cut down from time to time, our constant efforts to conserve and
develop the wealth of our country through the welfare of present and
future generations will be rendered ineffective and futile. 

We
are greatly grieved to observe the many thousands of gashas of rich
forest land being destroyed every year by reckless timber-cutting,
thoughtless forest burning, unregulated forest grazing and other
misuses of our forest wealth, due to popular ignorance and desire for
temporary advantage on the part of our people.

The existence or
non-existence of forest wealth in a country is one of the most
important factors influencing its development and progress. The
increasing pace of deforestation and the growing dearth of timber in
Ethiopia, caused by unregulated tree-cutting and the failure to replace
these by new plantings, give us occasion for anxiety that a severe
economic problem will confront the coming generation. It is essential
that steps be taken here and now to stop this wastage and check this
destruction.

In these days when all nations of the world, in
recognition of the tremendous importance of forest wealth, have
launched intensive programmes for forest conservation and
re-forestation, it behoves our county also to take the appropriate
measures to solve this problem.

It is our wish and our desire
that each and every citizen of our country follow the example we set on
this Arbour Day in planting this tree, and himself plant as many trees
as he can, for his own benefit as well as for the benefit of future
generations.

Without agricultural expansion, industrial growth
is impossible. Great strides, it is true, have been made in introducing
industries into Ethiopia in recent years. But in any less-developed
agrarian country possessing only limited possibilities for selling the
products of its factories in world export markets, industry can grow
only if there exists an increasingly prosperous rural consumer
population. Industrialisation is not an alternative to the development
of agriculture; rather, the development of agriculture is the essential
pre-condition to the growth of industry.

Measures will shortly
be proposed to Parliament for action to be taken to preserve, for the
benefit of present and future generations, the nation's forests which
are not only valuable in themselves as a source of wood, but act as
nature's guardian against the forces of erosion, which, unchecked, can
transform fertile areas into barren and sterile desert.





Aiding The Farmer





Tuesday, November 03, 1959




The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


The encouraging progress achieved in other fields has led Us, at this
time to initiate a bold and broad programme of land development. In Our
message of 18th September, We proclaimed Our programme of land and
credit assistance, declaring:

"For
those of you who possess the land and labour, but lack capital, We have
made credit available at low interest. For those of you who have the
necessary capital but do not possess land to work on, We have, in
accordance with Our Proclamation which entitled every Ethiopian to
ownership of land, established offices in every province through which
you may be able to acquire land. Those who have neither land nor money
will be granted land and a financial loan at low interest. For those of
you who possess land, who have financial resources and manpower, We
have made experts available to furnish you with the necessary guidance
and advice in your various undertakings."

Long before initiating
this new programme, We had authorised Our Central Treasury to advance,
through the years, loans without interest amounting to E$ 7,500,000
with the view of raising the standard of living of Our beloved people.
Realising that those who could avail themselves of this fund were few,
We have now made it possible for all to acquire not only money but also
land to develop. Even at this moment, throughout Ethiopia, experts whom
We have sent to the provinces are, together with the Governors-General
and Sub-Governors of every province, meeting at Our orders to explain
to the inhabitants of Our Empire the details of Our message, so that
they may proceed to benefit by these provisions.

In this
momentous undertaking, We will be assisted, it is to be hoped, by an
increase in the capital structure of the Development Bank of Ethiopia.
However, unless these new areas can be opened to exploitation and their
products be transported at advantageous rates, much of the benefit will
be lost.





Appeal to The League of Nations





Sunday, June 07, 1936




The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


I, Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia, am here today to claim that
justice which is due to my people, and the assistance promised to it
eight months ago, when fifty nations asserted that aggression had been
committed in violation of international treaties.

There
is no precedent for a Head of State himself speaking in this assembly.
But there is also no precedent for a people being victim of such
injustice and being at present threatened by abandonment to its
aggressor. Also, there has never before been an example of any
Government proceeding to the systematic extermination of a nation by
barbarous means, in violation of the most solemn promises made by the
nations of the earth that there should not be used against innocent
human beings the terrible poison of harmful gases. It is to defend a
people struggling for its age-old independence that the head of the
Ethiopian Empire has come to Geneva to fulfill this supreme duty, after
having himself fought at the head of his armies.

I pray to
Almighty God that He may spare nations the terrible sufferings that
have just been inflicted on my people, and of which the chiefs who
accompany me here have been the horrified witnesses. 

It is my
duty to inform the Governments assembled in Geneva, responsible as they
are for the lives of millions of men, women and children, of the deadly
peril which threatens them, by describing to them the fate which has
been suffered by Ethiopia. It is not only upon warriors that the
Italian Government has made war. It has above all attacked populations
far removed from hostilities, in order to terrorize and exterminate
them.

At the beginning, towards the end of 1935, Italian aircraft hurled upon my armies bombs of tear-gas.  

Their
effects were but slight. The soldiers learned to scatter, waiting until
the wind had rapidly dispersed the poisonous gases. The Italian
aircraft then resorted to mustard gas. Barrels of liquid were hurled
upon armed groups. But this means also was not effective; the liquid
affected only a few soldiers, and barrels upon the ground were
themselves a warning to troops and to the population of the danger.

It
was at the time when the operations for the encircling of Makalle were
taking place that the Italian command, fearing a rout, followed the
procedure which it is now my duty to denounce to the world. 

Special
sprayers were installed on board aircraft so that they could vaporize,
over vast areas of territory, a fine, death-dealing rain. Groups of
nine, fifteen, eighteen aircraft followed one another so that the fog
issuing from them formed a continuous sheet. It was thus that, as from
the end of January, 1936, soldiers, women, children, cattle, rivers,
lakes and pastures were drenched continually with this deadly rain. In
order to kill off systematically all living creatures, in order to more
surely to poison waters and pastures, the Italian command made its
aircraft pass over and over again. That was its chief method of warfare.



Ravage and Terror

The
very refinement of barbarism consisted in carrying ravage and terror
into the most densely populated parts of the territory, the points
farthest removed from the scene of hostilities. The object was to
scatter fear and death over a great part of the Ethiopian territory. 

These
fearful tactics succeeded. Men and animals succumbed. The deadly rain
that fell from the aircraft made all those whom it touched fly
shrieking with pain. All those who drank the poisoned water or ate the
infected food also succumbed in dreadful suffering. In tens of
thousands, the victims of the Italian mustard gas fell. It is in order
to denounce to the civilized world the tortures inflicted upon the
Ethiopian people that I resolved to come to Geneva. None other than
myself and my brave companions in arms could bring the League of
Nations the undeniable proof. The appeals of my delegates addressed to
the League of Nations had remained without any answer; my delegates had
not been witnesses. That is why 

I decided to come myself to
bear witness against the crime perpetrated against my people and give
Europe a warning of the doom that awaits it, if it should bow before
the accomplished fact.

Is it necessary to remind the Assembly of
the various stages of the Ethiopian drama? For 20 years past, either as
Heir Apparent, Regent of the Empire, or as Emperor, I have never ceased
to use all my efforts to bring my country the benefits of civilization,
and in particular to establish relations of good neighbourliness with
adjacent powers. In particular I succeeded in concluding with Italy the
Treaty of Friendship of 1928, which absolutely prohibited the resort,
under any pretext whatsoever, to force of arms, substituting for force
and pressure the conciliation and arbitration on which civilized
nations have based international order.



Country More United

In
its report of October 5th 1935, the Committee of Thirteen recognized my
effort and the results that I had achieved. The Governments thought
that the entry of Ethiopia into the League, whilst giving that country
a new guarantee for the maintenance of her territorial integrity and
independence, would help her to reach a higher level of civilization.
It does not seem that in Ethiopia today there is more disorder and
insecurity than in 1923. On the contrary, the country is more united
and the central power is better obeyed.

I should have procured
still greater results for my people if obstacles of every kind had not
been put in the way by the Italian Government, the Government which
stirred up revolt and armed the rebels. 

Indeed the Rome
Government, as it has today openly proclaimed, has never ceased to
prepare for the conquest of Ethiopia. The Treaties of Friendship it
signed with me were not sincere; their only object was to hide its real
intention from me. The Italian Government asserts that for 14 years it
has been preparing for its present conquest. It therefore recognizes
today that when it supported the admission of Ethiopia to the League of
Nations in 1923, when it concluded the Treaty of Friendship in 1928,
when it signed the Pact of Paris outlawing war, it was deceiving the
whole world. The Ethiopian Government was, in these solemn treaties,
given additional guarantees of security which would enable it to
achieve further progress along the specific path of reform on which it
had set its feet, and to which it was devoting all its strength and all
its heart.



Wal-Wal Pretext

The Wal-Wal incident,
in December, 1934, came as a thunderbolt to me. The Italian provocation
was obvious and I did not hesitate to appeal to the League of Nations.
I invoked the provisions of the treaty of 1928, the principles of the
Covenant; I urged the procedure of conciliation and arbitration.
Unhappily for Ethiopia this was the time when a certain Government
considered that the European situation made it imperative at all costs
to obtain the friendship of Italy. The price paid was the abandonment
of Ethiopian independence to the greed of the Italian Government. This
secret agreement, contrary to the obligations of the Covenant, has
exerted a great influence over the course of events. Ethiopia and the
whole world have suffered and are still suffering today its disastrous
consequences.

This first violation of the Covenant was followed
by many others. Feeling itself encouraged in its policy against
Ethiopia, the Rome Government feverishly made war preparations,
thinking that the concerted pressure which was beginning to be exerted
on the Ethiopian Government, might perhaps not overcome the resistance
of my people to Italian domination. The time had to come, thus all
sorts of difficulties were placed in the way with a view to breaking up
the procedure; of conciliation and arbitration. All kinds of obstacles
were placed in the way of that procedure. Governments tried to prevent
the Ethiopian Government from finding arbitrators amongst their
nationals: when once the arbitral tribunal was set up, pressure was
exercised so that an award favourable to Italy should be given. 

All
this was in vain: the arbitrators, two of whom were Italian officials,
were forced to recognize unanimously that in the Wal-Wal incident, as
in the subsequent incidents, no international responsibility was to be
attributed to Ethiopia.



Peace Efforts

Following
on this award, the Ethiopian Government sincerely thought that an era
of friendly relations might be opened with Italy. I loyally offered my
hand to the Roman Government. The Assembly was informed by the report
of the Committee of Thirteen, dated October 5th, 1935, of the details
of the events which occurred after the month of December, 1934, and up
to October 3rd, 1935.

It will be sufficient if I quote a few of
the conclusions of that report Nos. 24, 25 and 26 "The Italian
memorandum (containing the complaints made by Italy) was laid on the
Council table on September 4th, 1935, whereas Ethiopia's first appeal
to the Council had been made on December 14th, 1934. In the interval
between these two dates, the Italian Government opposed the
consideration of the question by the Council on the ground that the
only appropriate procedure was that provided for in the Italo-Ethiopian
Treaty of 1928. Throughout the whole of that period, moreover, the
despatch of Italian troops to East Africa was proceeding. These
shipments of troops were represented to the Council by the Italian
Government as necessary for the defence of its colonies menaced by
Ethiopia's preparations. Ethiopia, on the contrary, drew attention to
the official pronouncements made in Italy which, in its opinion, left
no doubt "as to the hostile intentions of the Italian Government." 

From
the outset of the dispute, the Ethiopian Government has sought a
settlement by peaceful means. It has appealed to the procedures of the
Covenant. The Italian Government desiring to keep strictly to the
procedures of the Italo-Ethiopian Treaty of 1928, the Ethiopian
Government assented. It invariably stated that it would faithfully
carry out the arbitral award even if the decision went against it. It
agreed that the question of the ownership of Wal-Wal should not be
dealt with by the arbitrators, because the Italian Government would not
agree to such a course. It asked the Council to despatch neutral
observers and offered to lend itself to any enquiries upon which the
Council might decide.

Once the Wal-Wal dispute had been settled
by arbitration, however, the Italian Government submitted its detailed
memorandum to the Council in support of its claim to liberty of action.
It asserted that a case like that of Ethiopia cannot be settled by the
means provided by the Covenant. 

It stated that, "since this
question affects vital interest and is of primary importance to Italian
security and civilization" it "would be failing in its most elementary
duty, did it not cease once and for all to place any confidence in
Ethiopia, reserving full liberty to adopt any measures that may become
necessary to ensure the safety of its colonies and to safeguard its own
interests." 



Covenant Violated

Those are the
terms of the report of the Committee of Thirteen, The Council and the
Assembly unanimously adopted the conclusion that the Italian Government
had violated the Covenant and was in a state of aggression. I did not
hesitate to declare that I did not wish for war, that it was imposed
upon me, and I should struggle solely for the independence and
integrity of my people, and that in that struggle I was the defender of
the cause of all small States exposed to the greed of a powerful
neighbour.

In October, 1935. the 52 nations who are listening to
me today gave me an assurance that the aggressor would not triumph,
that the resources of the Covenant would be employed in order to ensure
the reign of right and the failure of violence. 

I ask the
fifty-two nations not to forget today the policy upon which they
embarked eight months ago, and on faith of which I directed the
resistance of my people against the aggressor whom they had denounced
to the world. Despite the inferiority of my weapons, the complete lack
of aircraft, artillery, munitions, hospital services, my confidence in
the League was absolute. I thought it to be impossible that fifty-two
nations, including the most powerful in the world, should be
successfully opposed by a single aggressor. Counting on the faith due
to treaties, I had made no preparation for war, and that is the case
with certain small countries in Europe.

When the danger became
more urgent, being aware of my responsibilities towards my people,
during the first six months of 1935 I tried to acquire armaments. Many
Governments proclaimed an embargo to prevent my doing so, whereas the
Italian Government through the Suez Canal, was given all facilities for
transporting without cessation and without protest, troops, arms, and
munitions. 



Forced to Mobilize

On October 3rd,
1935, the Italian troops invaded my territory. A few hours later only I
decreed general mobilization. In my desire to maintain peace I had,
following the example of a great country in Europe on the eve of the
Great War, caused my troops to withdraw thirty kilometres so as to
remove any pretext of provocation.

War then took place in the
atrocious conditions which I have laid before the Assembly. In that
unequal struggle between a Government commanding more than forty-two
million inhabitants, having at its disposal financial, industrial and
technical means which enabled it to create unlimited quantities of the
most death-dealing weapons, and, on the other hand, a small people of
twelve million inhabitants, without arms, without resources having on
its side only the justice of its own cause and the promise of the
League of Nations. What real assistance was given to Ethiopia by the
fifty two nations who had declared the Rome Government guilty of a
breach of the Covenant and had undertaken to prevent the triumph of the
aggressor? Has each of the States Members, as it was its duty to do in
virtue of its signature appended to Article 15 of the Covenant,
considered the aggressor as having committed an act of war personally
directed against itself? I had placed all my hopes in the execution of
these undertakings. My confidence had been confirmed by the repeated
declarations made in the Council to the effect that aggression must not
be rewarded, and that force would end by being compelled to bow before
right.

In December, 1935, the Council made it quite clear that
its feelings were in harmony with those of hundreds of millions of
people who, in all parts of the world, had protested against the
proposal to dismember Ethiopia. It was constantly repeated that there
was not merely a conflict between the Italian Government and the League
of Nations, and that is why I personally refused all proposals to my
personal advantage made to me by the Italian Government, if only I
would betray my people and the Covenant of the League of Nations. I was
defending the cause of all small peoples who are threatened with
aggression. 



What of Promises? 

What have become
of the promises made to me as long ago as October, 1935? I noted with
grief, but without surprise that three Powers considered their
undertakings under the Covenant as absolutely of no value. Their
connections with Italy impelled them to refuse to take any measures
whatsoever in order to stop Italian aggression. On the contrary, it was
a profound disappointment to me to learn the attitude of a certain
Government which, whilst ever protesting its scrupulous attachment to
the Covenant, has tirelessly used all its efforts to prevent its
observance. As soon as any measure which was likely to be rapidly
effective was proposed, various pretexts were devised in order to
postpone even consideration of the measure. Did the secret agreements
of January, 1935, provide for this tireless obstruction? 

The
Ethiopian Government never expected other Governments to shed their
soldiers' blood to defend the Covenant when their own immediately
personal interests were not at stake. Ethiopian warriors asked only for
means to defend themselves. On many occasions I have asked for
financial assistance for the purchase of arms That assistance has been
constantly refused me. What, then, in practice, is the meaning of
Article 16 of the Covenant and of collective security? 

The
Ethiopian Government's use of the railway from Djibouti to Addis Ababa
was in practice a hazardous regards transport of arms intended for the
Ethiopian forces. At the present moment this is the chief, if not the
only means of supply of the Italian armies of occupation. The rules of
neutrality should have prohibited transports intended for Italian
forces, but there is not even neutrality since Article 16 lays upon
every State Member of the League the duty not to remain a neutral but
to come to the aid not of the aggressor but of the victim of
aggression. Has the Covenant been respected? Is it today being
respected? 

Finally a statement has just been made in their
Parliaments by the Governments of certain Powers, amongst them the most
influential members of the League of Nations, that since the aggressor
has succeeded in occupying a large part of Ethiopian territory they
propose not to continue the application of any economic and financial
measures that may have been decided upon against the Italian
Government. 

These are the circumstances in which at the
request of the Argentine Government, the Assembly of the League of
Nations meets to consider the situation created by Italian aggression. 

I
assert that the problem submitted to the Assembly today is a much wider
one. It is not merely a question of the settlement of Italian
aggression. 



League Threatened

It is collective
security: it is the very existence of the League of Nations. It is the
confidence that each State is to place in international treaties. It is
the value of promises made to small States that their integrity and
their independence shall be respected and ensured. It is the principle
of the equality of States on the one hand, or otherwise the obligation
laid upon small Powers to accept the bonds of vassalship. In a word, it
is international morality that is at stake. Have the signatures
appended to a Treaty value only in so far as the signatory Powers have
a personal, direct and immediate interest involved? 

No
subtlety can change the problem or shift the grounds of the discussion.
It is in all sincerity that I submit these considerations to the
Assembly. At a time when my people are threatened with extermination,
when the support of the League may ward off the final blow, may I be
allowed to speak with complete frankness, without reticence, in all
directness such as is demanded by the rule of equality as between all
States Members of the League? 

Apart from the Kingdom of the Lord there is not on this earth any nation that is superior to any other.  

Should
it happen that a strong Government finds it may with impunity destroy a
weak people, then the hour strikes for that weak people to appeal to
the League of Nations to give its judgement in all freedom. God and
history will remember your judgement. 



Assistance Refused

I
have heard it asserted that the inadequate sanctions already applied
have not achieved their object. At no time, and under no circumstances
could sanctions that were intentionally inadequate, intentionally badly
applied, stop an aggressor. This is not a case of the impossibility of
stopping an aggressor but of the refusal to stop an aggressor. When
Ethiopia requested and requests that she should be given financial
assistance, was that a measure which it was impossible to apply whereas
financial assistance of the League has been granted, even in times of
peace, to two countries and exactly to two countries who have refused
to apply sanctions against the aggressor? 

Faced by numerous
violations by the Italian Government of all international treaties that
prohibit resort to arms, and the use of barbarous methods of warfare,
it is my painful duty to note that the initiative has today been taken
with a view to raising sanctions. Does this initiative not mean in
practice the abandonment of Ethiopia to the aggressor? On the very eve
of the day when I was about to attempt a supreme effort in the defence
of my people before this Assembly does not this initiative deprive
Ethiopia of one of her last chances to succeed in obtaining the support
and guarantee of States Members? Is that the guidance the League of
Nations and each of the States Members are entitled to expect from the
great Powers when they assert their right and their duty to guide the
action of the League? Placed by the aggressor face to face with the
accomplished fact, are States going to set up the terrible precedent of
bowing before force?

Your Assembly will doubtless have laid
before it proposals for the reform of the Covenant and for rendering
more effective the guarantee of collective security. Is it the Covenant
that needs reform? What undertakings can have any value if the will to
keep them is lacking? It is international morality which is at stake
and not the Articles of the Covenant. On behalf of the Ethiopian
people, a member of the League of Nations, I request the Assembly to
take all measures proper to ensure respect for the Covenant. I renew my
protest against the violations of treaties of which the Ethiopian
people has been the victim. I declare in the face of the whole world
that the Emperor, the Government and the people of Ethiopia will not
bow before force; that they maintain their claims that they will use
all means in their power to ensure the triumph of right and the respect
of the Covenant.

I ask the fifty-two nations, who have given the
Ethiopian people a promise to help them in their resistance to the
aggressor, what are they willing to do for Ethiopia? And the great
Powers who have promised the guarantee of collective security to small
States on whom weighs the threat that they may one day suffer the fate
of Ethiopia, I ask what measures do you intend to take?

Representatives
of the World, I have come to Geneva to discharge in your midst the most
painful of the duties of the head of a State. What reply shall I have
to take back to my people? "





At World Evangelical Congress - Berlin
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The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


As Jesus Christ has said: "Where two or three are gathered together in
my name, there I am in the midst of them." lt is therefore Our
expressed hope that these words will be realized in their full
significance in this great assembly.

We
are happy to be present in this famous City of Berlin where Christian
leaders are assembled to consider ways and means of spreading Our
Christian Faith in the world. We thank Mr. Billy Graham for inviting Us
to address this meeting. The propagation of the Christian Faith among
nations has become a task of paramount importance in this age as is
evidenced by this great assembly of Christian leaders.

As you
all know, it is centuries past since Our country, Ethiopia, accepted
the Gospel of Christ. We learn from the Holy Scriptures that the first
Ethiopian who confessed faith in Jesus Christ was baptised only a few
months after the death and resurrection of Our Lord. From then on
Christianity spread steadily among the Ethiopian people and became the
religion of the Ethiopians in the Fourth Century. It is a matter of
pride for Us, a special cause for thankfulness to Almighty God, when We
recall that the Christian Faith was introduced to Our people by the
Imperial Court and through the instrumentality of the then reigning
Monarch.

Ethiopian history testifies that our ancestors, who
rose after the first Christian Emperors, were men and women who had
great zeal and keenness for the Faith of Christ and who did all in
their power for its propagation among our people. Many among them, like
Emperor Caleb who lived in the Fifth Century and Emperor Lalibela and
his immediate successors who lived in the Twelfth Century, have been
canonized.

When the countries of the Middle East, North East
Africa and Asia Minor, where the Gospel was preached by the Apostles,
were over run by and succumbed under a power opposed to the Christian
Faith, the sovereigns and people of Ethiopia, firm in their deep love
for the Faith of Christ and supplemented by the nature of their native
land, put up great struggles to preserve Ethiopia as an island of
Christianity. Deep is Our thankfulness to our God for this grace.
Numerous are our ancestors, who throughout the centuries consecrated
and sacrificed their lives on the battlefield that Ethiopia might
survive strong in her Christian Faith.

When, after all these
worthy predecessors, We assumed the leadership of Our people half a
century ago, We became acutely aware of the magnitude of the sacred
trust and responsibility vouchsafed to Us to work for the glory of God
and the continued and lasting welfare of Our people. During the past 50
years not only did We labour that Our people may lead a better life
while on this earth but We also did not spare Our energy and treasure
to develop their spiritual heritage, the value of which no human mind
can assess.

We have laboured that the Holy Scriptures and the
books left to Us by the Church Fathers be multiplied by means of modem
printing techniques and be distributed to all not only in our modern
language, but also in Geez, our ancient language. Our Ethiopian
Orthodox Church, which was cut off for centuries from her fellow
Christian Churches, has joined the World Council of Churches and
co-operates in the task of strengthening the Faith and bringing about
Church unity. We have helped and will continue to help the missionaries
who are sent from other lands to preach Gospel to those of Our people
who have not come to the knowledge of God's saving grace. As the unity
of the Church is of great concern to Us and, God willing, being hopeful
that this sacred objective might be achieved in our day and age, We
were happy to have convened two years ago a meeting of the Heads of the
Oriental Orthodox Churches in Our Capital City of Addis Ababa to
deliberate on ways and means of bringing about harmony and unity in the
Church.



We refer to all these only to indicate that this
age above all ages is a period in history when it should be our prime
duty to preach the Gospel of Grace to all our fellow men and women. The
love shown in Christ by our God to mankind should constrain all of us
who are followers and disciples of Christ to do all in our power to see
to it that the Message of Salvation is carried to those of our fellows
for whom Christ Our Saviour was sacrificed but who have not had the
benefit of hearing the good news.

Since nobody can interfere in
the realm of God we should tolerate and live side by side with those of
other faiths. However, if the threat is posed we shall not fail to
resist with courage any such incursions. We wish to recall here the
spirit of tolerance shown by Our Lord Jesus Christ when He gave
forgiveness to all including those that crucified Him.

In these
modern days, there are a multitude of things published in print and
broadcast by radio which captivate the human mind and spirit; many new
ideas are disseminated by the learned. Many wonderful appliances are
produced to make life more and more comfortable. The rich powers have
passed on from exploring and exploiting this earth and are vying with
each other to explore and conquer the moon and the planets. Knowledge
is increasing in a bewildering manner. All this is good, wonderful and
praiseworthy. But what will be the end of it all? It is Our firm belief
that only what the Lord wills will be done. We should be careful that
the results thus achieved by mankind should not meet with the fate of
the Tower of Babel, the handwork of those people of old which came to
pieces in their hands. The Apostle Paul says: "The wisdom of this world
is foolishness with God" and "The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise
and they are vain." The reason for this is because generally speaking
man makes himself and his wisdom the beginning and the end of his aim
in life, and we are convinced that the end of this is destruction and
death.

Our Lord Jesus Christ says: "What has a man profited if
he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?" Why did the
effort of those who tried to build the Tower of Babel come to nothing?
Was it not because they tried to live apart from their Creator, and
because, vaunting themselves in their wisdom, they tried to build a
tower whose top was to reach unto heaven and thus make a name for
themselves? It is Our conviction that all the activities of the
children of men which are not guided by the Spirit and counsel of God
will bear no lasting fruit, they will not be acceptable in the sight of
the Lord and will therefore come to nought as the Tower of Babel came
to nought.

It is for this reason that the Church of Christ, and
especially Christian leaders, have such an enormous responsibility.
However wise or however mighty a person may be, he is like a ship
without a rudder if he is without God. A rudderless ship is at the
mercy of the waves and the wind, drifts wherever they take it and if
there arises a whirlwind it is smashed against the rocks and becomes as
if it has never existed. It is our firm belief that a soul without
Christ is bound to meet with no better fate.

Therefore 0!
Christians, let us arise and, with the spiritual zeal and earnestness
which characterized the Apostles and early Christians, let us labour to
lead our brothers and sisters to Our Saviour Jesus, Who only can give
life in its fullest sense.
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WE IN ETHIOPIA HAVE ONE OF THE OLDEST VERSIONS OF THE BIBLE, but
however old the version may be, in whatever language it might be
written, the Word remains one and the same. It transcends all
boundaries of empires and all conceptions of race. It is eternal.

No
doubt you all remember reading in the Acts of the Apostles of how
Philip baptised the Ethiopian official. He is the first Ethiopian on
record to have followed Christ, and from that day onwards the Word of
God has continued to grow in the hearts of Ethiopians. And I might say
for myself that from early childhood I was taught to appreciate the
Bible and my love for it increases with the passage of time. All
through my troubles I have found it a cause of infinite comfort. 

"Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest" who can resist an invitation so full of compassion?

Because
of this personal experience in the goodness of the Bible, I was
resolved that all my countrymen should also share its great blessing
and that by reading the Bible they should find truth for themselves.
Therefore, I caused a new translation to be made from our ancient
language into the language which the old and the young understood and
spoke.

Today man sees all his hopes and aspirations crumbling
before him. He is perplexed and knows not whither he is drifting. But
he must realise that the Bible is his refuge, and the rallying point
for all humanity. In it man will find the solution of his present
difficulties and guidance for his future action, and unless he accepts
with clear conscience the Bible and its great Message, he cannot hope
for salvation. For my part I glory in the Bible.
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  I am very pleased to send you words of my best wishes for your happiness, progress and peace, on this blessed day for mankind,

from
the capital of Great Britain, which is renowned for its hospitality.
Let peace reign in your hearts, among your families, in the unity of
your governments, and in your relations with other peoples of the
world. There is no greater day of gratitude and joy for Christians than
celebrating the birthday of Our Saviour Jesus Christ. On this day of
happiness, every Christian, by meditating on [Jesus'] life and the work
He accomplished for all of us, tends to forget the trials he faces and
the sadness that breaks his heart. At the same time everyone is
inclined to minimize the trials and sorrows of his own, his kindred,
and friends and forgives those who have grieved him. Since Our
childhood, Our innermost thoughts have been overwhelmed by the
mysterious deep spirit of the divine infant's birth, which is not only
expressive but also glorious and inscrutable. Likewise, no matter what
one's reputation, whether one's accomplishment is great or humble,
tiresome or fruitless, in the journey of life, the mystery of Bethlehem
dominates our spirit.

With the birth of the Son of God, an
unprecedented, an unrepeatable, and a long-anticipated phenomenon
occurred. He was born in a stable instead of a palace, in a manger
instead of a crib. The hearts of the Wise men were struck by fear and
wonder due to His Majestic Humbleness. The kings prostrated themselves
before Him and worshipped Him. 'Peace be to those who have good will.
This became the first message.

When He sacrificed himself at
Golgotha for the atonement of our sin, He prayed with His last breath
for the forgiveness of those who had tortured Him saying, 'Father,
forgive them for they know not what they do'. Shame on those of us who
are Christians and do not follow the way of the Savior of the World,
whose life was filled with kindness, humility, and martyrdom! If we
lived by the laws he gave us and were worthy of being called Christian,
peace would have reigned on this earth.

Men were supposed to be
the equals of the living angels who unceasingly sang praises before the
eternal God. Had this been so, peoples of the world would not have been
divided along lines of enmity.

In truth there is no legitimate
reason or good cause which justifies war. Was it not this fundamental
spirit which dwelt in American statesmen and their brothers in other
parts of the world that enabled them to write the new international
principles according to the laws of Our Savior. The principles were
intended to avoid the calamities of war and to bring together the big
and small nations of the world as one family and settle disputes that
might arise between them through appropriate law and justice.

Well,
there is not much to do about that! Although the toils of wise people
may earn them respect, it is a fact of life that the spirit of the
wicked continues to cast its shadow on this world. The arrogant are
seen visibly leading their people into crime and destruction. The laws
of the League of Nations are constantly violated and wars and acts of
aggression repeatedly take place, and in regard to this, your honorable
president told you recently that the principles of [the Covenent of the
League of Nations], which were meant to assure the peace and safety of
all peoples, were trampled on, and the forum of peace was consequently
disrupted. The respectable idea on which [the league] was founded was
made an object of mockery. The two-thousand-year-old Christian
Civilization was threatened with destruction. If this happens, there
will be a return to the days of barbarism, when the mighty could
realize their aspirations at will. So that the spirit of the cursed
will not gain predominance over the human race whom Christ redeemed
with his blood, all peace loving people should cooperate to stand firm
in order to preserve and promote lawfulness and peace.

War is
not the only means to stop war. Men of goodwill, who fully recognize
their duties, should be able, with the assistance of all free men, to
prevent war and help rehabilitate all those who were debilitated and
damaged by war, in order to protect this precious diamond, 'Peace'.

People
of America! I wish you a merry Christmas. I plead with you to remember
in your prayers all those weak and endangered peoples who look to the
flags of the free nations with confidence, hoping to discern the star
which will announce their peace and future security.
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The convening of the Conference of Independent African States in Ghana,
where responsible statesmen representing a free government are
gathering to consider common problems, is a great and momentous event.
As an integral part of the African Continent, Ethiopia looks back with
pride tothe role which she has played in the history of the development
of Africa, and looks forward with confidence to the future of this
great continent.

In
her long and glorious history, Ethiopia, has time and again, had to
struggleagainst overwhelming odds to preserve intact her traditional
freedom and independence and to guarantee from generation to generation
the right of freemen to work out their own destiny without interference
or hindrance. The world is only now coming to realize what Ethiopia and
Africa have long recognized, that peace, independence and the
prosperity of mankind can be achieved and assured only by the
collective and united efforts of free men who are prepared to maintain
eternal vigilance and labour unceasingly to protect these most precious
of God's gifts. The sympathy and support which Ethiopia received from
other African peoples when she was invaded twenty-three years ago is
ample testimony of the strong sentiments which unite all free African
countries.

In our own lifetime the world has undergone changes
more sweeping and striking than those seen during any similar period in
history. Technical and scientific advances have combined to raise
mankind to a level of material achievement never before realized. It is
the duty and responsibility of the Independent African States to
further this developmed and to bring the benefits of modern
civilization to increasingly large numbers of people in Africa.

On Side of Peace

However,
as man's capacity to improve his own lot has grown, so has his power to
spread havoc and destruction correspondingly increased. The Independent
African States must assure that the growing weight of Africa is
enlisted on the side of peace and justice to the end of avoiding a
third holocaust which could well engulf the entire world and result in
the total destruction of mankind. 

But dwarfing even man's
material achievements in the twentieth century has been the emergence
of peoples all over the world into freedom and independence. Today, for
the first time, men everywhere to whom freedom and independence were,
but a short time ago, only words, and for whom economic and political
self-determination were no more than far-distant goals, have achieved
the status of free men and are directing their efforts and energies to
their own advancement. We are particularly gratified and proud that
this development has been so marked and widespread on the great
continent of Africa. Africa will no longer be the "unknown continent",
for its human and material resources are beyond measure, and this great
continent now stands on the verge of an economic, political and
cultural development which, when realized, will be without parallel in
history.

Ethiopia's Part

In this development, Ethiopia
will have its own particular, and we feel, important role to play. It
is for this reason that we have charged Our beloved Son Prince Sahle
Selassie with the high mission to be Our personal representative and
the head of the Ethiopian Delegation to the Conference of Independent
African States. Ethiopia knows how hard-won is independence and how
vital it is that men be jealous of their freedom and be ever prepared
to defend it. Ethiopia knows, as her history has taught her, that the
world is small, and that co-operation among all nations of the world,
East and West alike, is not only possible and desirable, but
indispensible for the welfare of mankind. Ethiopia knows that the
willingness of the Independent States of Africa to co-operate and work
together in solving their common problems and achieving their common
goals is essential to the continued progress of the African peoples.

It
is a propitious omen for the future that at this very moment the free
nations of Africa are giving tangible evidence of their determination
to work together not only for their own good but for the good of Africa
and the entire world. The task is great. It demands wise judgment and
statesmanship of the highest order. It requires unceasing labour, a
dedication to fundamental principles and objectives and a determination
to overcome all obstacles, however large. He who suffers conquers, and
in the final resort, wins the crown of victory. We pray that Almighty
God will bless the Conference with strength and wisdom and crown its
efforts with success.
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Venerable and Holy Fathers. On this occasion when you Venerable Heads
of the Oriental Orthodox Churches are assembled together in our capital
city, it is appropriate to demonstrate our joy by singing with the
Psalmist, "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity" (Ps. 133: 1)

The
Unity of the Church, as Your Holinesses well know it, is the will of
God and ought to be an inspiring example to all men. It should always
be a help and not a hindrance to the unity of men of different
religions.

As church history testifies, the church fathers, from
the Apostolic period up to the Third Council (4th century A.D.), did
hold Councils to formulate the doctrines of the church and to draft
rules of church administration.

It is with the hope that your
meeting will contribute in a significant way to the unity of the
Church, and indirectly to the unity of all men, that We have invited
Your Holinesses and Venerable Fathers to our capital city.

Today
not only the church, but also the political powers of the world are
frequently meeting, leaving their differences aside, to tackle common
problems, and find ways and means for the achievement and preservation
of world peace. The church should not overlook this great task because
she is the origin of peace and fraternity.

Our own Church is as
ancient as our faith, and her history is replete with accounts of the
unswerving faith of our people, the inspiring heroism of our martyrs,
the Holiness of our saints. The history of our nation has always been
closely related to the history of our Church. and the Church has been
both the rallying point and the inspirer of our national unity.

Christianity
has flourished in Our country, keeping its original features and
character through the centuries. As a nation we have a great debt to
the church for our cultural heritage.

Ethiopia has been from
ancient times well known for her hospitality, and this is not the first
time she has welcomed holy fathers like yourselves. From the 4th
century A.D. onward monks and saints have come from Egypt, Syria and
other Christian countries to Ethiopia and have been received with high
honour and great respect. To mention only a few among those who are
canonized in the Ethiopian church the Nine Saints who came from
different countries of the Middle East and Abune Gebre-Menfus-Kidus are
examples. These holy fathers, preaching and establishing monasteries in
various parts of Our country have greatly contributed to Ethiopian
Christianity. Therefore, many churches and monasteries are dedicated to
them in undying memory of the spiritual services which they rendered to
our country.

Ancient Ties

In ancient times, when the
Faith of the whole Church was one, Our country had the closest
relations with the Emperors of Christian Byzantium. At the time when
several Christian peoples in the North became subservient to
non-Christian powers, our country gladly provided asylum to thousands
of Christian refugees. It had equally given asylum from religious
persecution at an earlier date to the followers of the founder of
Islam. Only when our own immediate neighbours ceased to be Christians
did our contacts with our fellow-Christians in the North and East
become difficult to maintain.

Ethiopia, an island of
Christianity, has made her own distinctive contribution to the
Christian faith; for, ever since her conversion to Christianity she has
remained faithful, her age-old ties with the Apostolic church
uninterrupted. For this reason she is universally renowned as the
faithful daughter of St. Mark of Alexandria. The opportunity we have
today to discuss our common interests and problems together is the
fruit of that ancient unity. To defend the faith and to preserve our
ancient ties with your respective countries, our fathers the Emperors
of Ethiopia and the Ethiopian people have exerted great efforts all
through our history. We are grateful to all of them.

It is
therefore with great joy that We welcome Your Holinesses to Our land
and to Our Church. Your Holinesses bring with you sacred memories from
the ancient past. Your presence bere is a pledge and token of the
desire of all Christians to be one.

Ever since We ascended the
historic throne of Ethiopia, We have considered it Our duty to call for
a meeting of the churches who belong to the same fold. We were praying
to God for His help in achieving this holy purpose, so that He may
grant it to us to see this event. In ancient times the Byzantine
emperors used to summon the councils. Our sincere wish from the very
beginning was to see these churches meeting to discuss their common
interests and decide on their common problems. This wish is in actual
fact fulfilled today, and We are happy to witness it. Therefore, We
thank Almighty God first because He has enabled Us to properly fulfil
Our clear duty, and secondly, because Our long cherished desire has now
met with fulfilment. Henceforth the matter will demand the spiritual
unity and hard work of Your Holinesses. For strength can be achieved
through unity, and success is the fruit of co-operation. There is no
doubt that work done through a co-operative spirit shall meet with
success. Christ affirmed:

"... That if two of you shall agree on
earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for
them of my father which is in heaven." (Math. 18: 19)

Restore Contact

For
centuries past our Orthodox Churches have been without contact. Perhaps
that which still divides the two groups is a matter of some importance.
Perhaps it is not. In any case. we live in a time when even political
differences are discussed around the conference table and peaceful and
amicable solutions sought by all. The Church can afford to do no less.

Our
age is characterized by notable advances in the sphere of
communications, and is therefore rightly termed an age of unity and of
coming together. In this connection We recall the noble efforts of
Archbishop Nathan Soderblom of Sweden who took the initiative for the
"Universal Christian Conference" which met in Stockholm as long ago as
1925. We have also followed with keen interest the deliberations of the
Ecumenical Council held last November in Vatican City under the
spiritual leadership of Pope Paul the Sixth of Rome.

This
Conference may not be able to come to final conclusions here and now.
Yet it behoves the leaders of the Churches to begin to seek ways and
means of reconciliation and collaboration.

Seek Unity, Peace

As
noted in your agenda, you are to consider the problem of peace, because
the world today is facing a great dilemma: the catastrophical weapons
which are the result of human ingenuity, menace the world to the point
of annihilation, and the human race is more than ever in need of the
prayers and support of the Church. In this fact we have another ground
for co-operation with all the Churches of the world. As the followers
of Christ let us not forget how often our cause has suffered through
disunity.

We would like to refer in conclusion to the question
of social welfare in the modern world. For a country can achieve much
more in this field if supported by the church. The will of God will be
realized and humanity can achieve progress in both the spiritual and
material fields in a healthy society.

We consider it a great
blessing to Us and to Our people that Your Holinesses have come to
bless our land with your sacred presence. Our people and Cur Church
rejoice to welcome Your Holinesses in our midst.

Holy Fathers,
as the spiritual descendants of the Apostles of Christ you have an
eminent responsibility, which responsibility would include the
improvement of the relations of laity with clergy and of church with
society.

We hope and trust that God will guide the discussions
here according to His will and that His power will assist Your
Holinesses in finding common solutions to common problems in the spirit
of amity and concord. May God who helped the 318 Fathers of the council
of Nicea enlighten and help us all.
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Now, however, it has become your fate to obey the order of the great
and merciful Lord, a lot that befalls each and everyone of us in our
turn.

As
it were, after you had accomplished what was within your bounds, you
have slept, but although you depart from us physically, your works and
your name will always remain among us.



On the death of Prince Makonnen:

Mortality
is man's inevitable course. We must patiently accept God's resolution
in giving us Makonnen, the one whom he gave us to be the ornament of
our life, and recalling him. 

Death changes everything, sweeps everything away. Even mistakes.



On the death of the Empress		(April 3rd 1930)

"In
accordance with the Proclamation which our Creator, abiding in His
people, and electing us, did cause to be made, we have lived without
breach of our Covenant as mother and son. Now, in that by the law and
commandment of God, none that is human may avoid return to earth, Her
Majesty the Empress, after a few days of sickness, has departed this
life. The passing of Her Majesty the Empress is grievous for myself and
for the whole of the empire. Since it is the long-standing custom that
when a King, the Shepherd of his people, shall die, a King replaces
him, I being upon the seat of David, to which I was betrothed, will by
God's charity watch over you. Trader, trade! Farmer, plough! I shall
govern you by the law and ordinance that has come, handed down from my
fathers."
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  May 8, 1945.

DECLARATION ON "V. E." DAY

Almost
six years ago, on September the 1st in 1939, Hitler's Germany attacked
Poland. For many people in the world — perhaps for most — this fearful
day was held as marking the beginning of the Second Great World War.

Later,
with the wider perspective that the years of battle have afforded, many
have come to realize what We in Ethiopia and Our Great Ally in the East
had learned so bitterly, the war — this war — in all its true
significance had started many years before.

We are celebrating
today, the redemption of the world through the sacrifice of human life.
We pray for the foundation of World Peace which may now be laid in all
those lands whose people were victims of aggression.

And so,
today, in a month already fraught with great significance for us and
for our history in Ethiopia, We join in special gratitude, together
with the representatives and members of the Nations of Our Allies, in
solemn thanks before Almighty God — for Victory.

Germany is
defeated. The vast horror and the tribulations of the war — which We
foresaw — which We forewarned before the League of Nations — has ceased
for Europe.

The subtle gradual moves by the Axis partners, piece
by piece to swallow up the world, offer a fearful catalogue which We
may well this day recall.

Following her attack upon Manchuria and different annexations, Japan was finally at war with China, in 1937.

In
1935 Italy attacked and invaded Our Empire. This was not strange. It
was but the continuation of Italian aggression committed against Corfu,
regarded by her as a glorious achievement In 1939 on Good Friday she
invaded Albania.

In 1938 Hitler had annexed Austria only to move
on to Czechoslovakia and in 1939 to parts of Lithuania. Despite all
this, until the attack on Poland in September of that year, no general
war was recognized by the world.

The attack on Poland brought
the Governments of Britain and of France to her defence, but others
hesitated, until with the great German offensive of 1940 more lands
were overrun.

First Denmark, then Norway, fell. With the final attack on France, Luxembourg, Belgium and the Netherlands were occupied.



Italy Joined

Italy,
seeking further glory, boastfully joined the conflict, an entry into
war described by that great and lamented leader the late President
Roosevelt as "stabbing in the back" — a description which will remain
in history and human memory for ever. She invaded Greece in October
1940; but Greece, inspired by the tradition of her people's courage and
their independence, all but shattered Mussolini's troops.

On the
verge of defeat, Italy appealed for help and to rescued by her partner
Germany, who took the opportunity to take in Yugoslavia on the way. In
June 1941 German in contravention of her treaty, attacked the mighty
Soviet Union. The satellites, Hungary, Roumania and Bulgaria thought it
best to join the Axis Group.

By December of that year the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbour bringing the United States into the conflict.

Thus,
in a few short months, when We were struggling for and as We gained Our
freedom once again, the greater part of the world was drawn into the
holocaust of war. Our effort was not only to regain our independence,
but to attack the common enemies, the Fascists and the Nazis. We
ordered that all Fascist troops captured by our Patriots in Ethiopia be
handed over to our Ally. The war against the Fascist was our war. That
war with all its unimaginable cost in human life and happiness and
wealth is only now just drawing to its close.

The day of
reckoning is now at hand for all those Quislings and war criminals to
receive their due reward for all the misery, torture, imprisonment and
massacre committed by themselves and through their orders against so
many men and women, old and young.

The time has now come for
such criminals as Badoglio and Graziani who washed their hands with the
blood of men; who were pioneers of human destruction in Ethiopia.

Although
no one of Us can yet rejoice in full, for still one formidable foe
remains, We can with justice and with gratitude thank God that this
great enemy — perhaps the greatest of Our common enemies — has now been
brought to book. With this event Japan is doomed. The tyranny, which
threatened all of Us and against which so many fought with such
incomparable bravery, is stilled. Much of the tragedy and misery, death
and destruction is at an end. For this We lay Our heart before Almighty
God in all thankfulness.

 Today, as We offer Our prayers in
thankfulness, so do We offer Our prayers and remembrance now, and in
the silence of Our service, for those heroic soldiers, sailors and
airmen and for those civilians also, who from all nations of the
Allies, have laid down their lives. We would offer too Our prayers and
with Our prayers Our thoughts to those parents who have lost their sons
and those widows and dependents who have been left with all the
aftermath of sorrow and of difficulty.

Help Did Not Come

Ten
years ago, when Mussolini's Italy attacked Our Empire, the masses of
the peoples of the world — even, We would hazard, most individual
members of the League of Nations — were in the fullest sympathy with
Us. Some there were who sought to do so. After Belgium and
Czechoslovakia were overrun by Germany they were accused by Mussolini
for helping Ethiopia by providing arms. But in the end, delay,
discussions and considerations of the world prevailed. Help did not
come. We speak now without bitterness about that time, We can
appreciate that true idealism may have lain behind those policies, now
indeed regretted by the world and now admitted as disastrous, of "Peace
at any price" and of "appeasement." Nevertheless, We pray that unity
and that the strength behind the unity, which failed before, will never
lack again among the Councils of the World. We also pray for wisdom to
be granted to the Conference at San Francisco now discussing World
Security and that it shall finally achieve results that shall be just
to all the nations of the world. At this time the aggressor and the
persecutor are receiving their reward. It is they who are being driven
out, while those they had oppressed and persecuted can now begin to
wipe away their tears. Distorted history is changed to truth. The light
of justice dawns again.

Throughout the years of tribulation We
have learned the need for unity. In those first fateful days in 1939,
by no means all the nations who, together, have now gained this
victory, were then convinced that each and all must hang together or
must fall. When — almost too late — after the resistance of Great
Britain following the epic of Dunkirk — hope had been brought once more
into the world, the larger that spirit grew. The Governments and
Empires of those countries who were overrun but not defeated, joined
their lot with Britain. Symbolized in the inspiration of their great
leader — President Roosevelt — so recently and so tragically dead, the
people of the United States of America joined their spirit through
Lease-Lend. The dastardly attacks upon the Soviet Union and upon Pearl
Harbour finally crystallized the realization that this menace was
world-wide.

After the treacherous attack on Pearl Harbour, the
unlimited resources in men and in machinery, the unquenchable
democratic faith of the Great United States of America were ranged
against the Axis Powers. From then there was no faltering. Unity
continued to build up the vast resource and potential of the Allies —
the United Nations — who have now achieved this Victory in Germany; who
will achieve that even greater Victory of peace within the world and
realize the aims of those essential freedoms outlined in the Atlantic
Charter.



Meaning Of Victory

Lastly, for a few
moments, We would turn Our thoughts towards all this victory must
signify to our own land — to Ethiopia. As we have said, the sorrows of
Our land, the gas that fascists poured upon Our people and the
massacres and tortures that the fascist leaders, symbolized by
Graziani, practised on Our folk; these, to Our mind, are all part of
this great war, whose end so rapidly approaches. As We, here celebrate
the Allied Victory in Germany and pray for those who brought this
victory about, also We may pray again in thankfulness that through
their effort We, here, in this land, are saved.

 Here too We may
recall the first great allied Victory of this war. The Victory by which
the soldiers of Great Britain and her Commonwealth, fighting together
with Our patriots, brought freedom back to Ethiopia. But this alone
could not ensure Our gain, because the battle was still close. By her
resistance to the Italians in 1935 Ethiopia was first actively to
oppose the forces of the Axis on the continent of Africa. For five
years Ethiopian patriots maintained the fight to such effect that when
the world war spread to Africa their forces of resistance were already
marshalled. With the British they expelled the enemy from Ethiopia. One
threat which menaced Egypt and the Sudan was ended. The victories in
Africa two years ago made surety more sure.

After the defeat of
the Italians We willingly contributed all available supplies and means
of transport and communication to the War effort. To further the
prosecution of the war We placed a large part of Our territory under
military administration. We offered troops. By all means at her
disposal Ethiopia, from the first, contributed reverse Lend-Lease.

When
Italy surrendered — then was Our oppressor humbled. But still his
friend remained, powerful in might, well supplied in all the machinery
of war. The mighty Soviet Union opposed this enemy on land. All the
resources of the arsenals of Unity were turned upon the Nazi foe.
Battered from the East, bombed from the air, and finally invaded from
the West this enemy, by God's grace, now too, has gone. Only Japan
remains — a hope forlorn — and We in Ethiopia with all of Our friends
are saved.

Those who had attacked Us rejoiced in Our defeat and
in Our tribulation. We trusted in the Lord. He gave Us Victory. Our
Salvation is the Lord. Who here can fail to trust in God, whose
judgments are all righteous and who fails not those who put their faith
in Him. Has not the Lord, the mightier than mighty, once again revealed
that under the Kingdom of Heaven no one Government of man is greater
than another.

We do not forget that though the battle in the
West is won, the battle in the East continues. We offer Our tribute of
admiration for the amazing feats of arms that Our Allies are performing
in that area. May they achieve an early victory. There is no need for
renewal of Our offer to send troops to fight against the common enemy
side by side in battle with the forces of Our Allies. Though Our
country Ethiopia is now far from the scene of battle, Our thoughts are
there. All help which may be asked of Us, even the lives of Our people,
will be given willingly. We do not believe that distance need prevent
Our land from giving assistance in the common cause.

May it be
taken as Divine significance, that, as We mark the passing of the Nazi
Reich, in America at San Francisco, delegates from all United Nations,
among whose number Ethiopia stands, are now met together for their
long-planned conference to lay foundations for an international pact to
banish war and to maintain World Peace. Our Churches pray for the
successful triumph of this conference. Without success in this, the
Victory, We celebrate today, the suffering that We have all endured
will be of no avail.

To win the War; to overcome the enemy upon
the fields cannot alone ensure the Victory in Peace. The cause of War
must be removed. Each Nation's rights must be secure from violation.
Above all, from the human mind must be erased all thoughts of War as a
solution. Then and then only will War cease.

May God grant Us his every aid to  speed the final Peace and keep it.





Dedicating Debre Libanos Church





Sunday, November 18, 1962
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When two years ago We laid in this monastery of Saint Tekle Haimanot
the cornerstone for this church, We had expressed the hope that it will
be God's will to enable us to witness its execution. Thus the Almighty
who can accomplish everything and grant all that is asked of Him has
enabled us to see the completion of the work. How can We pay Our
gratitude to God but by thanking Him?

It
is authentic that the Ethiopian Saint Tekle Haimanot was Christ's
disciple whom, by observing St. Paul's remark, "who shall separate Us
from the love of Christ? afflication or anguish or persecution or
hunger or nakedness ..... ?", fulfilled his divine duties, made and
rendered several sacrifices and services. Many are the monasteries that
owe their existence to him, and innumerable are those who were taught
by his disciples. Because of the services rendered by him and holy
people like him at a time when Ethiopia was gravely threatened with
heathenish and Islamic engulfing, this country came to be known as an
Island of Christianity.

Taking advantage of this occasion, We
would like to advise Ethiopian bishops and church educators to follow
Saint Tekle Haimanot's example, dedicate themselves to this great ideal
and save no effort in working and making others work for the
propagation of the Christian faith. A brother cannot be of more
valuable service to his brother than in this.

We, too, had
prayed to God to enable us to build this church along modern lines. We
truly thank the Almighty for hearing Our prayer and fulfilling Our
dream.

We sincerely thank the board to which, under Our
spiritual father His Holiness Abuna Basilios and Our beloved son Crown
Prince Merid Azmatch Asfaw Wossen as President, We had entrusted the
task of supervising and executing the work, and which has accordingly
carried out its task successfully, We further leave the responsibility
of assuring the future upkeep and maintenance of the Church to the
President and members of the Board.

We pray that the Almighty
bestow His blessing and divine grace on all those who are assembled in
this monastery in the name of the Saint.





Defender of The Faith





Thursday, January 21, 1965
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  Venerable and Holy Fathers,

In
listening to the profound spiritual message conveyed by your closing
addresses, and appreciating the happy outcome of your sustained
efforts, Our heart has been touched by profound gladness. It should
therefore be clear to the whole world from the result of your work that
Your Holinesses have been guided and inspired by the Holy Spirit to
accomplish your task in love and unity. 

The great common tasks
accomplished by this Conference in unison bestow on the true faith and
true order of the Oriental Orthodox Church the admiration of the whole
world. 

As Solomon says, physical distance cannot be a barrier
to love. Likewise, the distances among your respective countries have
been abolished by the proximity of your hearts. You have thus been able
to speak a single tongue and think with a single mind. We thank
Almighty God for enabling us to witness the realization of Our dream in
the successful outcome of this historic Conference. 

We are
therefore happy to express to you Our readiness, fortified by the
results of this Conference, to invite you and the Eastern Orthodox
Churches, and also other churches at a later date. We ardently hope
that we shall meet once again in the not too distant future. 

As
we stated at the inauguration of this Conference, to meet together, to
take council with one another, and to act in mutual co-operation, has
proved a most fruitful method both in the secular and spiritual fields.


Henceforth the way is open for you to follow this fruitful
path, and to this end Our help and assistance will always be
forthcoming, since We support your efforts, and ideas out of an
unshakable conviction that it is our spiritual duty to do so. 

We
are gratified in particular to note that the work of this Conference
has been concerned purely with religious spiritual matters free from
extraneous political considerations. This is only fine and proper, for
the church, as a symbol of peace, must follow the path of peace in all
parts of the world. 

In this connection we are glad to note
that your evangelistic mission in the world has received due emphasis,
in your deliberations, together with the recognition of the Christian
duty to pray for the rights of man and the peace of the world. For
world peace can only be made abiding by the Grace of God, through the
prayers of the Holy Fathers. The truth of this cardinal fact is evident
to all mankind. 

We ardently hope that Almighty God shall bless
the implementation of your important resolutions and decisions, just as
He has made possible the successful convening and conclusion of this
historic Conference. 

Holy Fathers, we have welcomed the title
you have given us, Defender of the Faith, with great honour. May
Almighty God grace your name. May God welcome you. We have received
this title given us by you Holy Fathers, with religious reverence. May
your prayers help Us in Our effort to fulfil the task entrusted to us.





Development
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Although the beginnings of civilization of each country vary in time,
the fundamental factors which gave impetus to each country to awaken
and embark on the road to progress to reach their present level of
development, are those qualities which are enshrined in the nature of
man, namely desire and fortitude.

The
partner who places his own short-range ambitions ahead of the
long-range interests of the partnership has embarked on a course which
will ultimately result in the dissolution of the partnership itself.

It
is by the understanding of past difficulties that we can bequeath
fundamental guidance which would be of pride to the coming generations
we therefore urge our people to struggle and to make sacrifices for
those things which will enable them to ameliorate their conditions of
life and leave a richer heritage.



Economic Development

Where
enterprise and initiative are not lacking, the pace at which the growth
of a country's economy normally proceeds can be quickened or slackened
by global developments far or near. In our effort to raise the living
Standard of our beloved people, in our endeavour to bring prosperity to
our country, the feeling of cooperation and understanding has always
characterized our people.

A special case is the recent
development in certain provinces where the people are seen voluntarily
raising funds to build schools, clinics, roads and similar other
projects. 

What can give one more pleasure than to see such a
measure of self-help in one's life time, for the prosperity and
progress of his own country? Let every citizen of our empire strive
hard to strengthen this espirit de corps everywhere.

We entrust
the spirit of good-will to our people to work diligently and
cooperatively in order to arrive at the realization of this
socioeconomic development that has been launched by either our
government or our people. You have a rich land that yields a variety of
products, do not be contented with the satisfaction of your bare needs
but instead, cultivate your land among others with oleogenous plants,
the seeds of which you can export for your greater benefit. Use the
forest woods to make furniture and implements and exchange them for
money. Your workmanship will be a monument to your name.

One
should realize that thriftiness is the basis for the accumulation of
wealth and the economic growth of a nation. One seldom minimizes the
value of money earned by the sweat of the brow however small it may be,
but for the extravagant even a huge amount of money is worthless.

The
co-operative movement has long been known throughout the world, and we
Ourself have on numerous occasions urged Our people to join
increasingly in cooperative enterprises.

Co-operatives must,
ultimately, play a highly important role in the growth of our economy,
and no time can be lost in availing ourselves of the benefits to be
derived from them During the past year, we decided upon a programme
designed to provide specific encouragement to the creation of
agricultural co-operatives, and a number of Government-sponsored
co-operatives, farms have been established by Our Ministry of National
Community Development. We have provided lands, agricultural machinery
and expert assistance to these farms and we entertain high hopes that
their success will spur Our people to embark increasingly upon
co-operative endeavours. Should Our people fail to avail themselves of
this opportunity, the consequences will be regrettable indeed.



Community Development

The fundamental purpose of a community development movement is to teach the rural people of 

Our
Empire that through cooperative self-help and a united approach to
common problems, the vast potential for their own self-improvement
which they themselves represent, can be translated into effective
programmes which can do much to improve their standard of living.



Social Development

Lasting
progress can only be built on deep and enduring foundations. When a
solid foundation is laid, if the mason is able and his materials good,
a strong house can be built.

To develop oneself, one has to
develop one's own initiative and perseverance - a man has to strive in
order to grow. Let us work out our own programmes in all fields -
political, economic, social and military. Man's contributions which
live to influence the life and progress of posterity, are the most
permanent monuments that can ever be created. We must become
increasingly willing to analyze our efforts, to experiment, to admit
our failures as we take pride in our successes.





Education
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  A strong nation and a free nation can only base itself upon education.

In
order to make life worthwhile it is also necessary to acquire other
things that can only come about after the acquisition of learning.
Learning and technical training must be nurtured by faith in God,
reverence for the human soul, and respect for the reasoning mind.

There
is no safer anchorage for our learning, our lives and our actions than
that provided by divine teachings coupled with the best in human
understanding. The leaders developed here should be guided by the
fundamental values and the moral power which have for centuries
constituted the essence of our religious teachings.

These are
crucial times when nations rise against nations, tensions increase and
disaster is possible at any moment. Distances are shrinking. Peace and
life itself are threatened by misunderstanding and conflict. Now is the
time when man's relationship to God must be the foundation for all his
efforts toward enlightenment, and learning the basis for understanding
cooperation and peace.

The existence of a skilled and trained
manpower is an absolute necessity for the progress and development of
any country. Therefore, it is the sacred duty and responsibility of
students and parents to see to it that the mistakes of the past are not
repeated and that time which should be devoted to the pursuit of
learning is not wasted by students heedlessly, following the
instigation of a few misguided troublemakers who have yet to understand
the value and the true meaning of education.

The salvation of
our country Ethiopia, we have repeatedly stated to you, lies primarily
in education. As Ethiopia is one, all Ethiopians are also one and
education is the only way to maintain the condition.

In all
countries of the modern world, special competence is required to deal
with the advancement of agriculture, industry, commerce and the civil
service. That competence, can be secured only through the facilities
provided in modern universities.

We believe that the
universities today stand as the most promising hope for constructive
solutions to the problems that beset the modern world, problems which
prevent the peaceful cooperation of nations and which threaten the
world and humanity with death and disaster.

From universities
must come men, ideas, knowledge, experience, technical skills and the
deep human understanding vital to fruitful relations among nations.
Without these, world order for which we have so long strived, cannot be
established.

A well informed public opinion is essential to the growth of political and social awareness.  

Only
he who is informed can comment intelligently on his nation's
development and only by such comments can errors be corrected and
progress stimulated.

We must draw on what is valuable and meaningful in our history and tradition, merging this with the best in modern learning.

We
expect from you, to whom we have given the opportunity of education in
your chosen field great and productive service to our country.

If women develop in education, they can overcome the natural weakness and serve their country as men do.

It is our wish to assure the spread of education among all African People as much as among our own subjects.

A
father should bequeath not only wealth but also provide proper
education. Education has value when it is established in individuals of
good character with respect to God. We wish that your destiny shall be
embraced in an education firmly based in good character before men and
respect before God.

Any who may wish to profit himself alone
from the knowledge given him, rather than serve others through the
knowledge he has gained from learning, is betraying knowledge and
rendering it worthless.

A man's happiness is to make his brother
happy, and to serve his country. Thus it is possible to justify for
knowledge its high and deserved place. For knowledge is power. If it is
not applied to its proper purpose, to create, let there be no doubt, it
will destroy.

If we have made so many sacrifices for the
education of our youth, it is because we are convinced that only
through intellectual progress and education can Ethiopia come into its
own and make it's just contribution to the history of the Middle East.

We
believe that from truth alone is born liberty and only an educated
people can consider itself as really free and master of its fate. It is
only with an educated people that representative and democratic organs
of government can exercise their influence for national progress.





Education 2
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In all the countries we have visited, we have noted that education is
the basis for the greatness, the power, the pride and prosperity of a
nation. This impression, together with the satisfaction that we have
had from the students of our own educational institutions, whom we
consider the principal instruments for the progress and well-being of
Ethiopia, renews and strengthens our belief in education. If,
therefore, education is the factor of everlasting significance in the
greatness of a nation, it becomes the duty of every Ethiopian to strive
for education and progress. What we have seen wherever we went has
convinced us that education is as vital as life itself.

The
foreign technicians and specialists are only employed to provide us
with temporary assistance and training. It is the duty of everyone to
strive for self-sufficiency by acquiring knowledge and experience. 

To
live always in dependence upon the assistance of others not only
prevents a people from attaining its ideal, but also deprives life of
its true significance and achievement.

We have seen again during
our visit that God has not been partial in His divine creation. The
difference of colour is a notion which has no significance and the
futility of asserting a difference has now become obvious. The way in
which Ethiopian youth has assimilated the knowledge of modern art and
science, and the high academic achievements of the young men and women
we have sent for higher education abroad, justifies our efforts and
expectations. Our whole history testifies to the heroic deeds of our
gallant people.

The fact that we have sown on fertile ground
strengthens our hope that we shall realize the plans we have prepared
in order to achieve our high ideals. After all, Ethiopia is second to
none in her agricultural tradition. We are proud to say that our plans
and achievements compare favorably with those of others. 

If we
have been able to accomplish what we had in mind to do, it is because
the love and prayers of our people have always sustained us.

In
conclusion, we would leave with you the thought that Ethiopia belongs
equally to each and every Ethiopian, and we rely on you all, young and
old alike, to play your proper constructive part in the great common
task of fructifying in Ethiopia the results of our visits abroad. Nor
will you fail in furthering the success of the program of modernization
and development that we have outlined for our beloved country. 

The
thing that harms a nation most and cripples its strength is lack of
enthusiasm and zeal to strive through education to raise itself to the
level that other nations have attained. There is nothing we desire more
than to see the full development of the natural resources of our Empire
and the raising of the standard of living of our people. May the
Almighty and Everlasting God continue to protect our people and bless
our efforts, so that in His good time we may see the fruits of our
endeavours."





Education 3
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Our programs undertaken in the economic field for augmenting the
material welfare of Our subjects, has not made Us forget that,
according to the words of the Bible. "man does not live by bread
alone." We believe that the spiritual and moral welfare of Our people
is as important as their material well-being. Thus, it is that
following the liberation of Ethiopia from the yoke of the enemy. We
have devoted a very large part of Our budget and national revenues for
the establishment and development of schools. During this short period
of ten years no less than fifteen secondary schools, of which the last,
the General Wingate School, was opened by Ourselves this year, have
been established directly as a result of Our initiative and direction.
The number of students enrolled in schools in Ethiopia has nearly
tripled during that same period. Shortly, the University, the
foundation- stone of which We have laid, will be opened under Our
direction. We face with confidence the future of public instruction in
Ethiopia. 

If
We have made so many sacrifices for the education of Our youth. it is
because We are convinced that only through intellectual progress and
universal education can Ethiopia come into its own and make its just
contribution to the history of the peoples of the Middle East. We
believe that from truth alone is born liberty and that only an educated
people can consider itself as really free and master of its fate. It is
only with an educated people that representative and democratic organs
of government can exercise their influence for national progress. Our
Address from the Throne therefore testifies to the importance which We
attach to education and, at the same time, to your role as
representatives, in the development and progress of Our people....






Education of Woman
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With regards to the boys, We are satisfied with the progress made. Our
hope in this circumstance is partially fulfilled; but the prospect of
Our female children is frightening. It is as if they die early and
leave their parents childless; for as soon as they show some promise in
their education, they are, either by their parents or of their own
accord, married.

The
money We spend on the girls' schools seems to be wasted because they
leave before receiving enough knowledge. If this state of affairs
continues, how can We reach the goal of public education for which We
have planned and are planning?

Today, the women of the world are
not content only to live as housewives. In most countries they are
striving harder and harder for higher education so that they may
participate in the civic duties of their community and nation. In time
of war, women like men, have served their country and some of them have
fought side by side with the men against the enemy.








Ethiopia's World Position
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  Because of her unity and independence, Ethiopia had and still has jealous enemies and aggressive dissidents.

It
is therefore the primary duty of every Ethiopian to safeguard the unity
and freedom that has been fortified since time immemorial by the
courage and bravery of our forefathers. 

We have to maintain its integrity, to work and benefit from its existence.

Ethiopia
is a nation fully committed to African unity and to the greater cause
of world peace and subsequently shall continue to support and
strengthen the O.A.U., which was established as an African instrument
for peace and progress.

Ethiopia is, by her own choice, a
nonaligned state. Our Policies on the vexatious international issues of
the day have been declared to all, and our adherence to them is
steadfast: the urgent imperative of universal disarmament, the
settlement of disputes by peaceful negotiation, the supremacy of reason
and logic over force and irrationality.

We insist that the way
to peace among men and nations rests in the even-handed application and
enforcement of the principles of the United Nations and Organization of
African Unity: non-interference in the internal affairs of others, self
determination for the remaining dependent peoples of the world, respect
for the territorial integrity of independent states 

In the
conduct of the international affairs of our nation, we have placed high
value upon personal contacts between peoples and leaders of nations.

Ethiopia
is a peace-loving nation. Except for those times when it had to rise up
in arms to fight-off aggression or to advance the cause of collective
security; there is not one instance in history of Ethiopia provoking a
conflict by violating territorial integrity or by interfering in the
internal affairs of others, and there will never be any such instance. 

However,
Ethiopia will never be found wanting in its efforts to strengthen its
defence force, sustained as it is by the traditional valor of its
gallant people, to thwart the designs of those who are bent on
violating the freedom and unity of its people and its territorial
integrity.





Fate
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Whatever the task may be, man may begin it but he cannot complete it,
unless God sustains and supports him. If he fails to accomplish the
task on which he has set out, having worked to the best of his ability,
he is not to be maligned by being called lazy.

---


Man may, at the onset, control the direction which events take, but once
his choice is made, events soon escape his control and history proceeds
by its own force and momentum.
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It gives Us great satisfaction today, at the end of the academic year,
to observe the number of students who have successfully passed this
University's requirements and who are assembled here today to take part
in this commencement ceremony. This is a rewarding and long-awaited
occasion for each of you, as it is for Us personally, and We
congratulate each one who will today receive his diploma from Our
hands. 

Although
you have reached this high landmark in your academic training, your
education is not complete; there is no end to learning. During your
years of study we hope that you have come to understand and appreciate
the significance and the importance of education, educational
institutions, and of this University in particular. We hope that you
have come to realize what this University is today, what its role in
the life of the nation is in 1966, and what its potential is for the
future. 

For Us, the importance of this University – indeed, of any institution of higher education - is fourfold. 

1.
First, it provides the institutional framework wherein ancient and
tested and proven knowledge can be passed on to the present and future
generations. Lacking such a framework, neither a country nor an
educational system can bequeath and transmit profound knowledge to
posterity. In this same fashion, the existence of Ge'ez and Amharic
have enabled Ethiopia to preserve and pass to later generations the
civilization and culture of her ancient people. 

2. Second is
the discovery and development of new knowledge through research. A
university which does not expand the frontiers of learning through
research can only be short-lived. 

3. Third is the discharge of
the obligation to teach others which the very creation of such an
institution implies and embodies. This is its supreme function. The
creation of the institutional framework alone does not guarantee that
teaching will be effective; nor does the growth of learning within the
university's walls by itself ensure that knowledge will be spread and
diffused: The mere existence of a fund of Knowledge is not enough;
unless knowledge is nurtured and nourished by devoted teachers and
eager students alike, it will, like a pool of water following the
rains- change its hue and slowly disappear. 

Practical Aspect Emphasized 

And
since a university is established and maintained through the will and
support of a people and a government, we may consider, lastly, the use
to be made of the knowledge which it has acquired or developed and
which it is now transmitting to others. Clearly, this knowledge must be
devoted to the ultimate fulfillment of the needs and desires of those
to whom the university owes its being. A university which is
unconcerned with the practical impact of the work on the people and the
nation, which limits its horizons to the theoretical and the abstract
and its activities to the; library and the laboratory, cannot long
expect to enjoy the support of the people and the nation. ! 

It
is Our most earnest wish that this University meet all of these
requirements so that the full force of the promise which it holds out
to the future of Our beloved country may be well and gloriously
realized. You graduates, who have had, through your year of service to
the nation, the opportunity to see at first hand the impact of your
education upon your country and to observe at first hand the nation's
needs, are in a better position to understand and evaluate the extent
to which this is today being accomplished. This is the essential
purpose of the National Service Programme: the development within each
one of you of the Inner sense of service to the nation. Only through
dedication and sacrifice can one truly help and benefit his country "
Although the pressure imposed by the need for training: more teachers
is still felt, We note with great satisfaction that the number of
Ethiopian teachers has increased in the five years of the University's
existence. In order to attain Self-sufficiency, we must givee priority
to overcoming this shortage. We cannot depend always on others. "The
disciple is not above his master." We urge you, the teachers, who have
a close acquaintance with the conditions of your Country, to use your
education for conducting valuable research directed towards the
alleviation of the problems of your country. Teach, learn, and thereby
extend increasingly, the frontiers of your knowledge. Some of you
graduates of the Class of 1966 were unable to pursue fulltime
university education. Despite this, you devoted your spare time to your
studies, determined that this should not constitute a serious
impediment in your work. You have been found worthy, and you in
particular, deserve congratulations. 

Higher Education

Ranks Must Be Filled 

Today,
Our eyes and Our hopes are on all you graduates. We hope that the seeds
of learning which you have received will, in the service which you
render, ripen into an abundant harvest. We assumed the obligation to
foster and expand education in Our nation both as a solemn duty,
because the nation can flourish and grow only as the ranks of the
teachers and students are expanded and filled: as a matter of free
will, because man would prefer to speak of his nation in terms of its
educated men and women rather than by recounting the size of its
population. Those of you who have not yet completed your studies look
forward with hopes and impatience to the day when you, too, will attain
this honour. To you We give the message of St. Paul: "Who looks back,
having once put his hand to the plough?" These words remind Us as well
of the need for more universities, for more teachers, more schools,
more students and more work. They commit us ever more fully to the
search for the outer limits of the frontiers of learning. Until these
have been achieved, no one can enjoy peace of mind. Dynamism, coupled
with a conscientious concern for the well-being of the nation are the
necessary qualities of the youthful mind. You have had a better
educational opportunity than many. Evaluate your ideas: separate the
good in them from the bad. Your hands once put to the plough, do not
look back. Education moulds human elements in man. It develops him from
adolescence to manhood. Let usefulness be your hallmark today, not
adolescence. Once again, we congratulate you all and we thank the
Almighty that you have proved yourself deserving of this occasion.





Fine Arts
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A purely materialistic art would be like a tree which is expected to
bear fruit without flowering and to sacrifice grace and beauty for mere
utility.

Our
admiration for the creator's handiwork should not be limited to those
things he has provided us with for our daily needs, but should include
all that is good and beautiful. 

It is these tender feelings of
deep and silent admiration evoked from our hearts by the beauties of
creation that should find adequate expression in the fine arts.

Music,
drama and the other arts are rooted in the ancient history of our
empire, and their development to an even higher peak of perfection will
be possible in the atmosphere of a university. Ethiopia possesses an
ancient literature and its study can be fostered here so that the
Ethiopian youth inspired by this national example, may raise it to yet
higher levels of excellence.

The study of the heroic history of our empire will stimulate the imagination of building authors and teachers.






Forestry - Arbour Day
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This is the third occasion on which We celebrate Arbour Day. As We have
stated on previous occasions, the main objective of the development
programme which We have adopted for the welfare of Our people is to
preserve and augment the wealth derived from our land, and, agriculture
being the basis of our economy, to increase the yield of Our soil
through maximum utilization.

The forest resources of Our Empire constitute one of the most important elements of the wealth of Our land.

When
Our forests are properly conserved, they protect the fertile soil of
Ethiopia from erosion; they render the landscape green and beautiful.
But when forests are neglected and gradually destroyed, the wealth of
Our land is progressively reduced and the country slowly becomes bare
and barren.

Wood-cutting is an important source of income for
our rural population. But the needlessness of their tree-cutting and
their thoughtless misuse of Our timber stands demonstrate clearly that
they do not understand the great and far-reaching importance of
preserving Our forests.

The uses of trees are many and varied.
Groves of trees protect our fields and plantations from being
desiccated by the desert winds that blow from neighbouring regions.
During the summer months, they provide moisture and shade. If trees are
not presently planted to replace those being cut down from time to
time, Our constant efforts to conserve and develop the wealth of Our
country for the welfare of present and future generations will be
rendered ineffective and futile. We are greatly grieved to observe the
many thousands of gashas of rich forest land being destroyed every year
by reckless timber-cutting, thoughtless forest burning, unregulated
forest grazing, and other misuses of Our forest wealth, due to popular
ignorance and desire for temporary advantage on the part of Our people.

Afforestation

It
is a matter of great concern for Us that the forest wealth which God in
His mercy has bestowed upon Our country is thus being continually
reduced and wasted. Hence it becomes the duty and obligation of every
single Ethiopian to become aware of the tremendous industrial and
agricultural advantages to be derived from Our forest resources, and to
practise tree-planting, in order that Our hills and planes which have
been stripped of their wooded cover may once again be clothed in their
green mantle.

The existence or non-existence of forest wealth in
a country is one of the most important factors influencing its
development and progress. The increasing pace of deforestation and the
growing dearth of timber in Ethiopia, caused by unregulated
tree-cutting and the failure to replace these by new plantings, give Us
occasion for anxiety that a severe economic problem will confront the
coming generation. It is essential that steps be taken here and now to
stop this wastage and to check this destruction.

In these days
when all nations of the world, in recognition of the tremendous
importance of forest wealth, have launched intensive programmes for
forest conservation and re-forestation, it behoves Our country also to
take the appropriate measures to solve this problem.

It is Our
wish and Our desire that each and every citizen of Our country follow
the example We set on this Arbour Day in planting this tree, and
himself plant as many trees as he can, for his own benefit as well as
for the benefit of future generations.





Freedom from Hunger Campaign
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From time immemorial hunger, disease and illiteracy have been man's
persistent enemies which have plagued his effort to lead a fuller and
healthier life.

Being
aware of the urgent necessity to eradicate these causes of human
miseries, and having realised that this could only be done through
their concerted actions in the various agencies of the United Nations,
the nations of the world have joined hands and pooled together their
resources and energies to fight back these scourges.

When, in
1960, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
determined to free mankind from the scourge of hunger, which is one of
the three enemies of man, presented the program of Freedom From Hunger
Campaign to the tenth session of the FAO and the General Assembly of
the United Nations, Ethiopia was one of the foremost countries to
support and endorse the proposal.

Apart from the various actions
and programmes, which We endeavor to initiate, to enhance and promote
the welfare of Our beloved people, Our efforts to propose and support
various programmes at the various forums of the United Nations and its
specialized agencies have given encouraging results. At all times,
Ethiopia will continue to be the first to take action on such
programmes that are designed to fight and eradicate such enemies which
threaten human life and prosperity. All nations have readily and fully
endorsed the proposal that the Freedom From Hunger Campaign should be
established within the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations. The purpose of these programmes is to study, assist and advise
how effectively the developing countries can best utilize their natural
resources to raise the standard of living of their peoples.

The
most effective way of utilizing any outside assistance is to create and
develop an atmosphere of self-help, where the available human and
natural resources could be tapped in the best interest of the people.
Everyone, in all walks of life, regardless of his professional
occupation should feel concerned and play an active role to solve such
problems which affect mankind, Now, We call upon the generosity of Our
people to help develop agriculture and improve its productivity...





Government






The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  

It appears that this is not a full speech, but has a few sentences from different speeches





When a whole nation accepts and maintains a government in existence, it means that the nation recognizes that government.

There is always something moving, brewing. There are ambitious people everywhere. Wicked people.

The only thing to do is to deal with them with courage and decision.

One must beware of uncertainty, weakness or conflicting emotions - they lead to defeat.

It
is our opinion that the world has not changed at all. We believe that
such changes have modified nothing. We don't even notice any difference
between monarchies and republics: to us, they appear two substantially
similar methods of governing a nation.



Democracy, Republic:

What do these words signify?

What have they changed in the world?

Have men become better, more loyal, kinder?

Are the people happier?

All goes on as before, as always.

Illusions, illusions.



One
should consider the interests of a nation before subverting it with
words. Democracy is necessary in some cases and we believe some African
peoples might adopt it. But in other cases it is a handful, a mistake.

We
are all adherent, whatever our internal political systems, of the
principles of democratic action. Let us apply these to the unity we
seek to create.

Force must be used against force.

We
ourselves, by virtue of our descent from the Queen of Sheba and King
Solomon, ever since we accepted in trust, in 1916, first the regency of
the Ethiopian realm and later, the Imperial Dignity, right up to the
present, we have set out to the best of our ability, to improve,
gradually, internal administration by introducing into the country
western modes of civilization through which our people may attain a
higher level.

In explanation of the notion 'gradually': unless
it is through coaxing a child and getting it accustomed, it will not be
pleased if one takes from it what it has seized with its hand. When one
gives such a baby any sort of food, it will not wish to eat it, unless
one shows it to the child and lets it taste it. Unless they give it
milk or other soft food until it grows teeth, it will not be able to
eat when they place bread or meat before them.

And similarly
with people who have lived by custom only, without learning at school,
without absorbing knowledge by the ear or observing and searching with
the eye, it is necessary to accustom them, through education to abandon
habits by which they have for long been living, to make them accept new
ways. yet not by hasty or cruel methods but by patience and study.
gradually and over a prolonged period.

Only a system which tolerates dissent can survive.





Health
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There is nothing as precious to man as a sound mind in a sound body and
it is essential that the physical well being of our people merits as
much attention as its spiritual welfare.






Higher Education
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A well organized education should not be one which prepares students
for a good remuneration alone. It should be one that can help and guide
them towards acquiring clear thinking, a fruitful mind, and an elevated
spirit. 

The
educated person that Ethiopia and countries of our level needs is not
one who had stuffed bits of knowledge into his mind. The needed
educated individual is one who uses the ideas he obtained from his
lectures, books, and discussions to the best advantage of his own
country and his own people. It is he who disseminates new ideas in
harmony with the economic and social aspects of his own community so
that fruitful results would be realized. This is the educated person
who can show segments of knowledge he accumulated in his learning,
inventiveness in a new situation. 

Ethiopia is a country with
her own culture and mores. These, our cultures and customs, more than
being the legacy of our historical past, are characteristics of our
Ethiopianness. We do not want our legacies and traditions to be lost.
our wish and desire is that education develop, enrich, and modify them.


You all know the continuous effort that Ethiopia is exerting
for the development of a profound and high standard education. We need
educated and trained persons for research, for the study and
development of our country's resources, for technology, for medicine,
for the law, and the administration for our people according to their
custom. These are the needs that constrain us to provide, at all
levels, education free of charge. And students, ever mindful of this
privilege, should endeavour to recompense their country and nation. 

The
opportunity for education, afforded to the fortunate in our country, is
not given to them for a fashion or a mode. It is given for a purpose,
for a task, for a high reponsibility for full and exhaustive use, for
the benefit of our country, and the coming generation. We have just
explained to you the type of result, and responsibility that we expect
from you students. It is on you, the members of the faculty that we
must rely for this result. We realize the heavy responsibility we have
entrusted to you. We hope that you too, while believing and accepting
your responsibilities as your sacred duties, will, produce for Ethiopia
persons who take pride in you and their education and are ready for the
call of service.

It is you who must mold the minds of your
students that they may be wise, farsighted, intelligent, profound in
their thinking, devoted to their country and government and fruitful in
their work. It is you who must sense as the example. 

On their
part also, they will have to learn not only formal education but also
self discipline that should be worthy to be inherited. May the Almighty
God be with you in the fulfillment of your duties.





Human Rights
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Colonialism and the policy of racism impose soul searching questions of
human rights, weighing equally on the conscience of all men and nations
of good-will. History amply shows that the freedom enjoyed by the many
becomes fragile when the denial, even to the few, of basic human rights
is tolerated.

Our
efforts as free men must be to establish new relationships, devoid of
any resentment and hostility, restored to our belief and faith in
ourselves as individuals, dealing on a basis of equality with other
equally free people.

We believe in cooperation and collaboration
to promote the cause of international security, the equality of man and
the welfare of mankind.

We believe in the peaceful settlement of all disputes without resorting to force.

All
well ordered and modern states can only base themselves upon Courts of
Justice and Conduct of Laws which are just, correct and geared towards
the protection of the rights of individuals. 

Justice is a product of education.

Man's
ingratitude to man is often manifested in willingness to relegate human
beings to the scrapheaps of life when they enter the twilight of their
careers and younger brains and stronger arms are found to replace them.






Inaction
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Throughout history it has been the inaction of those who could have
acted, the indifference of those who should have known better, the
silence of the voice of justice when it mattered most, that has made it
possible for evil to triumph.

The
glorious pages of human history have been written only in those moments
when men have been able to act in concert to prevent impending
tragedies. By the actions you take you can also illuminate the pages of
history.

When you make man rich in the honours of this world and
appoint him above other creatures, that it be known that it is not for
his merit but only through your benevolence and generosity, Since no
creature created in Your image and to Your pattern gives up hope that
everything he begs of You will be done for him until the day You sever
his soul from his body, we beseech You that Ethiopia should not remain
with her freedom extinct and prostrate under an alien ruler, so that
the mouth of her people be silenced for fear of a foreign governor, but
rather, that You will save them by Your deeds of kindness lest they
remain with their hearts oppressed through being deprived of their own
Ethiopian ruler who was leading them towards civilization under a light
yoke and with gladness. O Lord, abode of exiles, light of the blind,
truth and justice are Your thrones. Receive us who have been exiled for
our freedom's sake, who have had to leave our country on account of
violent assault, In praying to You thus, it is not for our
righteousness but for Your great mercies.

Technical and scientific advances have combined to raise mankind to a level of material achievement never before realized.

A
house built on granite and strong foundations, not even the onslaught
of pouring rain, gushing torrents and strong winds will be able to pull
down. Some people have written the story of my life representing as
truth what in fact derives from ignorance, error or envy; but they
cannot shake the truth from its place, even if they attempt to make
others believe it.

Sports being the symbol of fraternity and
team work there can be no doubt of its utility or of the sound virtues
which it develops.

Unemployment is harmful - it harms and
damages the unemployed himself, his nation and his country. Employers
should strive to create more jobs. Workers should attend to their work
with diligence and vigour. These twin attributes are the cornerstones
for progress.

I know of the love which the Jamaican people
entertain for the people of Ethiopia and the welcome which you have
given me this day is evidence of it.

I know that the Jamaican
people were very sympathetic when Ethiopia was occupied during the
fascist regime. During that time, Jamaicans as well as others who had
African blood supported the Ethiopian Liberation Movement.

And now that we are free we must assume the responsibility to work for the greater unity of all peoples of African origin.

It
is quite true that a country can achieve material progress alone.
However, we know from the experiences of the past that international
cooperation tends to quicken the pace for progress of individual
countries.

This is again another area for us to think about and
see in what way we can further expand the relations of the people of
Jamaica and Ethiopia.

From another fundamental point of view,
this is precisely why the O.A.U. has been established. It is because
the African continent, which comprises more than 250 million people, if
it were to remain divided among more than 30 states, their individual
voices would not carry weight. It is precisely why, since there is an
identity of interest, we have attempted to include Jamaica.

Also,
so that we can carry this weight in the councils of nations, and also
through the process of cooperation and expanded economic relations we
might be in a position to quicken the pace of development of the
individual member countries of the O A U.





Inter Africa






The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


There is absolutely no doubt that Africans will eventually obtain their
freedom and independence in spite of their present difficulties.

The
people of African origin have emigrated to all parts of the world, but
wherever they may be, they have similar historical experience and the
problems that await them depend on sympathy and this can be used by all
of us as the basis for the establishment of greater cooperation, which
will be for our mutual benefit.

Haile Selassie to Parliament in Jamaica:

The
people of Jamaica, by and large, have originated in Africa. This gives
us another basis upon which we can contract a healthy relation because
of the fundamental similarity between us, that will in the long run
contribute to a better maintenance of international peace and security.

The
Organization of African Unity is an organization which the people of
our vast continent have established with a view of performing certain
specific tasks. Briefly speaking, the organization is established for
the purpose of protecting in a better fashion, the independence of
African States. 

It is also meant to expedite the economic and
social progress through cooperation of African peoples. It also has the
important task of assisting in the maintenance of international peace
and security. And in accordance with the Charter of O.A.U., we
eradicate colonialism and apartheid.






International Literacy Day
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Today marks International Literacy Day which is being observed for the
fifth time through the aegis of the United Nations Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). We have explained in the
past its aims and objectives.

We
take this opportune time to stress anew the importance of education and
to urge those engaged in the field to strive harder still and those who
have to learn to redouble their efforts. 

Education is the key
to success for every citizen, who is expected to serve his country with
the dictates of the time. this service will be more fruitful if it is
backed by education.

We can cite as an example here the role of
science and technology in agriculture, for through better seeds and
fertilizers harvests have been greatly improved and increased.

As
We have always noted in the past education is the key to the success
and development of Our people and We urge all to strive for higher
education. On its part, Our government has never ceased from
encouraging or contributing its share.

Mankind, be it in past,
present of future, has always been judged not by color, or creed, but
by the wealth of its knowledge. It is only through learning and
knowledge that one can give valuable service of benefit to a country,
and it is with this in mind that We have always urged and encouraged
the young and the adult to learn. In this connection the adult
education programme, launched through the co-operation of government
and private agencies, has achieved much since its inceptions, taking
into consideration the time required to introduce and publicize the
programme.

We are aware that more than a million persons have
learned to read and write, throwing off the bonds of illiteracy. this
is indeed a great blessing and an example for others to follow by not
wasting their spare time idly.

At this juncture We would like to
recall what We said a few years ago, namely, never despair of learning
lest knowledge bypass you. True education is not only beneficial to
individuals but also to one's country. True education goes hand in hand
with one's culture and heritage and strengthens one's belief in God
Almighty.

The young and the adult will not be a burden to their
country, if they strive for education and that is why all should
eagerly seek learning.

Educational programmes follow the
dictates of the times. Academic education is not enough, it should be
augmented by other practical learning taking into consideration the
needs of everyday life. This additional learning can be acquired
through books and magazines or it can be incorporated into educational
curricula.

The vocational-oriented training programmes launched
in Chilalo, Arussi Governorate, and in Wollano, Sidamo governorate,
have given encouraging results. Plans are underway to launch similar
programmes in other governorates which should be prepared to emulate
them. 

This adult literacy programme being carried out by the
National Literacy Campaign Organization with the help of individuals,
private and government agencies deserves the support of all. It is
through such a programme that the fight against ignorance can be
intensified and the consequences stemming from ignorance such as
injustice and humiliation could be stamped out , thereby ensuring
national development, the welfare of individuals as well as peace and
prosperity among nations.

As We have said in the past, the fight
against ignorance calls for global efforts. Ethiopia, which is aware of
the problems, will fully participate in these world-wide efforts, and
that is why this country is showing commendable results from year to
year in the fight against illiteracy.

For this effort to show
still better results, it is imperative that those who have had the
privilege of formal education teach their less fortunate brothers and
sisters. this must be done now lest one fall behind the times and
regret the consequences later.

This is the age of competition,
irrespective of the fields of activities, and calls for dedication,
Everyone, regardless of his age, should strive to learn. It would be
inconceivable for a person to appreciate the meaning of life and living
itself without education. It would even be impossible for a person to
utilize his God-given gifts.

We thank all those who have taken
part in the National Literacy Campaign programmes as well as those who
have benefited from these programmes, and We commend the former, for
what they did was in accord with their national obligation.

We
would also like to thank on this day UNESCO, the various private and
governmental agencies, individuals and association for their efforts
and financial contributions in the fight against illiteracy. Our
appreciations also go to the Shah of Iran and the Government of the
Soviet Union for providing moral and financial support to the
world-wide campaign against illiteracy providing international prizes
annually through UNESCO to outstanding national literacy efforts. 

We
urge boy scouts and children in Ethiopia to take an active part in this
noble effort of teaching others as of the present academic year. We
also urge officials in the various governorates to impress upon the
people the importance of the literacy campaign in accordance with the
directives issued in the past by our Minister of Interior. We pray to
the Almighty to bless Our efforts.





International Politics
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  In matters of foreign policy we have been ever guided by three basic principles.  

First
is our deep conviction that, where there is no lack of goodwill, all
international disputes can be resolved through negotiations, without
recourse to violence. An inevitable corollary of this belief is our
firm conviction that all nations, whatever their political persuasions,
can live together in peace.

Second is our unswerving devotion to the principle of collective security.

Third,
flowing from the principle of collective security, is the necessity, in
these anxious days when the major powers are engaged in a frantic arms
race, for all countries which have accepted this principle and assumed
a share of the responsibility for ensuring the peace of the world, to
become ever stronger militarily.

As we have stated time and time
again, we are firmly persuaded that the path to guaranteeing the peace
of the world lies in supporting the principle of collective security
are the United Nations Charter, combined with a progressive reduction
of the armaments which are being built up throughout the world. The
billions of dollars which are now wasted on this fruitless effort could
with great benefit, be diverted into the constructive channels of aid
for the economic growth of under-developed countries.

Personal Diplomacy

International friendship can be strengthened and deepened by the personal exchange of ideas between leaders of nations.

What
the economically backward countries are looking forward to, however is
the application of the money now dumped on destructive armament to the
solution of economic problems.

The Need for Concerted Action

What
is called for at this critical time is for the international community
to move from mere rejection and condemnation to taking action. The
international community has many options, but what has been lacking so
far is political will.

The world is only now coming to realize
what Ethiopia and Africa have long recognized, that peace, independence
and prosperity of mankind can be achieved and assured only by the
collective and united efforts of free men who are prepared to maintain
eternal vigilance and labour unceasingly to protect these most precious
of God's gifts.
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During our recent visit, with President Nasser of the United Arab
Republic We exchanged views on the utilization of the Nile Waters. It
was clearly understood by all that the resources of the Nile are
adequate for the needs of all the riparian states, provided of course
that there is consultation and agreement between them. We were able to
inform President Nasser that We have Our own plans for the utilization
of the Blue Nile River. It is Our impression that President Nasser
fully understands Our position on this question.

On
our part a study is under way for the development of the Nile basin,
and it is expected that construction will start in the vicinity of Lake
Tana in the very near future. The study is being conducted by a team of
experts from various countries. The extent of the benefit to accrue for
Ethiopia from the utilization of the Nile waters can best be judged
from the benefits already being drawn from this river by both Sudan and
the United Arab Republic.

Our relations with Yugoslavia in
general and in the fields of economic cooperation and exchange of trade
in particular have developed rapidly. To cite two among the many
projects which we have been able to develop with the assistance
provided by the Yugoslav Government by credit and technical assistance
are the port of Assab and a survey of the Water Resources of Ethiopia.
It is Our expectation that these relations and collaboration between
Yugoslavia and Ethiopia will further develop for the mutual benefit of
our two peoples.

During Our recent visit to the USSR, We felt
that the people and Government of that country sincerely desired peace.
This impression has been confirmed also by what the Authorities have
declared to Us.

It is our hope that efforts for peace would not
confine themselves to verbal statements, but would work out in the
actual relations between the nations of the world. 

We have also been deeply impressed by the vast resources of the country and the industry and diligence of the people.

As
to the question regarding trade and cooperation between Ethiopia and
Communist nations, problems of communication and geographical location
can stand in the way of development. But trade relations have already
been commenced with some of these countries, and a certain amount of
development can be anticipated.

Regarding the expansion of
Communism in the Middle East, you are in a better position to assess
the situation than We are. We are happy about the resumption of
diplomatic relation between UAR and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
since it would ease some of the tension that exists in the Middle East,
and pave the way for closer cooperation.

Regarding the recent
appointments in the Iraq Government, We would consider this an internal
matter of that Government, and would not like to express any opinion,
since We believe in the principle of non-interference in the internal
affairs of other nations.

Eisenhower-Khrushchev Meeting



The
forthcoming meeting between President Eisenhower and Premier Khrushchev
may well thaw the cold war and become a step on the road to peace, for
which the whole world yearns deeply, and therefore it is a very
significant event in the history of our decade. We welcome this
meeting. However, it has to be stated quite categorically that no
ultimate solution can be arrived at without all the nation who are
members of the U.N. organization participating in it. The mistakes of
the Congress of Berlin and of Yalta are not to be repeated. The small
nations, having also committed themselves to the principles and Charter
of the United Nations, would expect the big powers to adhere to those
principles of self-determination for small and big nations and to the
channels of negotiations, which have been established in our age after
great sacrifices.

The main impression that We have gathered from
Our recent visit to many countries in Africa and Europe, is that all
people are primarily desirous of working in peace to improve their
standards of living. Since peace is the basic requirement for the
peoples of the world to cooperate among themselves for the betterment
of their lives, it becomes an imperative duty of the leaders of
nations, as We have often stated, to make striving for peace the
primary objective of their national and international policy. We would
like to reaffirm Our strong conviction that the principles of
coexistence enunciated at the historic conferences of Bandung and Accra
should form a major basis in international relations.



Ethiopian-Yugoslav Relations



We
have been pleased by the development of the close friendship and
collaboration between Ethiopia and Yugoslavia, during the past years,
which have, as is known, yielded valuable results to both nations.
Since it is Our fervent desire to see the development and strengthening
of this collaboration in various fields, We shall strive harder towers
this objective. The friendship between Ethiopia and Yugoslavia bears
eloquent testimony to the possibility of nations with different
political systems cooperating in facing their common problems and
working together towards world peace.

We remember how, during
Our previous visit to Yugoslavia five years ago, the people of this
country gave warm expression to their feelings of friendship towards
Ourselves and Our people. During the present visit also, the heartfelt
welcome extended to Us by the peoples of the Slovenian and Croatian
Republics, has manifested to Us genuinity of their goodwill towers Us
and Our people. We have not only experienced the hospitality of the
people, but have also observed with admiration the priority given to,
and the progress achieved in the field of industrial development. This
achievement assures Us that the people of Yugoslavia, under the able
leadership of His Excellency President Tito, would, in the near future,
attain an even greater degree of development and welfare.
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Question: Your Imperial Majesty, it is a great honour to be permitted
to speak with you today and also to have you as a guest on this special
Christmas programme which will be broadcast to people all over the
world. Your Imperial Majesty, what is it that makes you want to follow
Jesus Christ?

H.I.M.:
When Jesus Christ was born from Virgin Mary, from that time on He lived
an exemplary life, a life which men everywhere must emulate. This life
and the faith which He has taught us assures us of salvation, assures
us also of harmony and good life upon earth. Because of the exemplary
character of the life of Jesus Christ it is necessary that all men do
their maximum in their human efforts to see to it that they approximate
as much as they can the good example that has been set by HIM.

It's
quite true that there is no perfection in humanity. From time to time
we make mistakes. We do commit sins, but even as we do that, deep in
our hearts as Christians we know we have a chance of forgiveness from
the Almighty. He taught us that all men are equal regardless of sex,
their national origin and tribe. And He also taught us all who seek HIM
shall find HIM. To live in this healthy life, a Christian life, is what
makes me follow Jesus Christ.

Read and study the Bible

Dr.
Hoffman: Your Imperial Majesty, what advice would you give a person who
is considering the claims of Christ, perhaps for the first time?

H.I.M.:
I would tell a person who was considering the claim of Christ for the
first time that it is necessary to have faith in the Almighty, that it
is necessary to have love, and that it is necessary to conduct oneself
in a manner that we have been taught to do in the Bible. 

I
would also advise him to seek the secular knowledge, for the more one
knows the more he realises the need for a prime mover, the need for a
Creator, a Creator who is good, and the need for salvation and also for
peaceful life upon earth.

I would also tell him to learn and to
think for himself the ways he would serve the Lord. In this thought and
in this undertaking of his he will inevitably find the way of serving
his fellow men. For his faith would then be manifested by His conduct.
If Christians behave in this way, if we dedicate ourselves to this
fundamental task, then we will have a peaceful world and will be
assured of not transgressing against the will and the Commandments of
God.

Strength of Faith

Dr. Hoffman: Your Imperial
Majesty, are there any incidents in your life which stand in your
memory as times when faith in Christ sustained you?

H.I.M.:
There are many instances in my life where the belief in The Almighty
and the Christian Faith have sustained me, times of troubles and
difficulties. No matter what may befall a human being he can always
succeed in overcoming it in time if he has the strength of faith and
praise to God, for inevitably He comes to the assistance of those that
believe in HIM and those that through their work live an exemplary life.

This
goes not only for Christians in my view, but for all men. I think God
communicates with those that find themselves in misfortune. In
particular, when my country Ethiopia was invaded by aliens several
years ago I was sustained in that period by my faith in God and in the
abiding belief that justice, however it may take time, will ultimately
prevail.

If I did not have faith in The Almighty and in His
Righteousness and that justice inevitable prevails, then I would have
lost hope and thus the interests of my country would have been ignored.
Because I attempted to maintain my faith in HIM and because all
Ethiopians maintained their faith in the ultimate goodness of the world
and in the grand design that The Almighty has for all men in the world,
we were able to victoriously re-enter our country and rid ourselves of
evil forces.

If I did not have in my heart the love of God I
don't think I would have acted in a manner that I did. The love of God
brings a sense of religiousness in a human being, it gives him comfort
for the future and assurance that right cause will ultimately prevail.

Resolute Leadership

Dr.
Hoffman: His Imperial Majesty Emperor Haile Selassie The First ascended
the throne of Ethiopia in November in the year 1930. Now, in the year
1968, Haile Selassie has been in the forefront in mediating the crisis
in Biafra. Some of the intervening years have been stormy ones. But
there are few Statesmen who can retrace a career of more resolute
leadership in both internal and world affairs. Few can claim greater
unbroken continuity with the past that nevertheless moves methodically
into the twentieth century. At the same time, few have seen more
anguish and defeat than Haile Selassie, of whom biographer Leonard
Mosley has written in projected epitaph, He shaped, rather than waited
upon events.

Just seven months after He became Emperor in 1930,
He gave the people of Ethiopia their first written Constitution. His
plea before the League of Nations in 1936 as His country was ravaged by
Mussolini's armies, and His anguished exile during the following years,
are etched in the memory of the world. When He regained His throne in
1941, His refusal to allow retaliation against the defeated invader was
viewed with disbelief.

"One this day," He said, " I owe thanks
unutterable by the mouth of man to the living God who has enabled me to
be present among you. Today is the beginning of a new era in the
history of Ethiopia. Since this is so, do not reward evil for evil.. do
not commit any act of cruelty like those which the enemy committed
against us up to this present time.

Dr. Hoffmann: When the
United Nations Charter was drawn up after World War II His Imperial
Majesty Haile Selassie was one of its original drafters. In 1963, He
established the Organization of African Unity, to encourage
co-operation among African States and co-ordinate their efforts to
build a better life for the people of all Africa.

Constitutional
reforms in 1956 guaranteed all the rights of the people of Ethiopia,
though the Emperor retains much personal power in governing His
agricultural nation of 22 million people, all the time seeking to lead
His nation toward a fully modern way of life.

At 76 years of
age, His Imperial Majesty continues to work a twenty hour day, with
three hours for sleep and one devoted to prayer. Emperor Haile Selassie
and I talked about many things on that day during the rainy season.

Dr. Hoffman: Your Imperial Majesty, how does it seem to you the Apostle Paul meant by the statement, Faith works by love?

H.I.M.:What
St. Paul said here is not a mistaken statement. You all know what St.
Paul was and what kind of work he was engaged in before his conversion.
Later on, after his conversion he had faith and love, and if he had not
had that he would not have taught people this in his epistles. Neither
love nor faith are separable from each other. 

An elaboration
of this is Paul's exposition in one of his Epistles which speak of love
and faith. Without love all of our human efforts in the sight of God
can be useless. He loved us and on our behalf He was given as a ransom,
and it was because of love and His love for us that He accomplished the
act of love.

The true church

Dr. Hoffman: Your Imperial Majesty, as a member of the Body of Christ, what do you expect of the Church?

H.I.M.:
The Church is not merely a building. The Church is the faithful
fulfilment of the Christian life and its requirements. Thus, as the
name applies to the buildings so is our heart The Church in which God
dwells.

After our blameless Creator was sent to this world by
His Father, then the hearts of all believers become The Temple of God.
The love of God cannot be fathomed by a series of questions and
answers, and man's soul cannot experience deeper enrichment as a
result. We believe that men at all times be bound by His love and grace.

Dr. Hoffman:Your Imperial Majesty, as a member of the body of Christ, what do you feel you can contribute to The Church?

H.I.M.:
All men are endowed with natural responsibility. This responsibility is
in turn distributed and delegated to all according to his gift, and it
is expected of each one to fulfil his responsibility. This
responsibility in turn is to God and thus for example, and would start
his work asking God to bless the beginning and thank God for a good
ending too.

We believe that all people in all of their
responsibilities delegated to them will begin and finish their work in
God's name. I gave you brief answer. If we go into detail we would have
to spend a long time discussing.

Dr. Hoffman:It is a magnificent
answer and I am deeply grateful for it. To turn to another subject,
Your Imperial Majesty, are there any passages of the bible that have
become especially meaningful to you?

H.I.M.: I have the highest
respect for the Bible as a whole. We also recognise the rightful name
the Bible bears. We find that in all the periods of the Old Testament,
in the time of Patriarchs, Kings, and Prophets, great miracles were
done. On the other hand, the time in which Our Lord HIM-self gave the
command to go to all the world and to preach is also of high value.
Then, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John,- the four gospels in which the
sayings of our Lord are recorded- are pillars for all men on the earth.
Therefore the Bible should not be cut into portions.

Fulfil The Ten Commandments

Dr. Hoffman: As a mature Christian, have You a special word for young people of these days?

H.I.M.:
On this occasion I address all those within Our Empire. Our
Christianity is not restricted to a given church and I stress above all
that We do not wish to make distinctions. My advice to all is to fulfil
the Ten Commandments. You are aware of the contents of the Ten
Commandments and can elaborate on it. If the nation for which I am the
Emperor follows and accepts this, since its also what I accept and
follow, I would believe our country is not only historically Christian
but also actively Christian.

Christ Earth Day

Dr.
Hoffman: Your Imperial Majesty, the birthday of Our Lord is observed by
peoples throughout the world in different ways, I know, and I should
like to ask You how You observe the feast of the nativity of our Lord
within Your own family and household?

H.I.M.: The birth of Our
Lord is a joyous family event. However, I do not only rejoice with my
kindred and family since the whole Ethiopian nation is my family. I say
this in the context of Christmas being observed by all churches in
Ethiopia. I rejoice on this occasion also because of Jesus Christ being
given for us. For He was born in the lowly place and got warmth by
animals. This fact encourages us to celebrate it with joy.

When
I have visited the five large continents, I have not been anywhere
where there was not a church. All over the world I have come to know
that the birth of Jesus Christ is celebrated.

Dr. Hoffman: Your
Imperial Majesty, as a figure of world importance and probably one of
the best known man in the world today, I should like to ask You this
question: What meaning can the birth of Christ have for the nations of
the world today?

H.I.M.: As I said before, the birth of Christ
is celebrated all over the world. When I say the whole world it does
not mean that all people would observe it in the same manner. In all
the places that I have visited, including the Muslims and the
Buddhists, We have seen the observance. But for Christians it is an act
conducted with love.

Dr. Hoffman: Your Imperial Majesty, You
have done us great honour and also all the people who will listen to
this broadcast by giving us the opportunity to speak with You this day.
And all those who are listening should know that this conversation was
held in the Imperial Palace at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, with His Imperial
Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie I, and we thank You and
wish you God's blessing in all the days to come.

H.I.M.: Thank you.
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Question: Perceiving the great benefit the Ethiopian people have been
able to derive from the Constitution which Your Majesty has been
pleased to grant to them 27 years ago, and observing the great change
and improvement in the way of life of the people since then, Your
Majesty has been once again pleased to grant the new Revised
Constitution on the Twenty-fifth Coronation Anniversary to suit the
politically and intellectually advanced state of the present
generation. This Revised Constitution has enabled the entire Ethiopian
people to have the right to elect and be elected to Parliament.
Consequently, we find today the representatives of the people
performing their duties in Parliament after being elected by secret
ballot in the spirit of the Constitution. Would it please Your Majesty
to make known your views on the significant changes that have come
about in the country within these 27 years? 

Answer:
Deeply conscious of the great responsibility conferred on us by God in
guiding the destiny of Our people, and realizing that in order to build
their future well-being on more solid ground and to give a new facade
to their way of life no better alternative could be found than to allow
them to participate in the various activities of the State, we have
been pleased to proclaim a Constitution 27 years ago. It is well-known
that the Constitution had opened a new chapter in the long history of
the Ethiopian people and acted as a bridge over which they passed into
an era of prosperity and better living standards. Even though what we
planned for Our people in this new chapter of their history had been
interrupted by a cruel invasion and war, Our strong determination has
enabled us to get over the obstacles presented by the war and to
patiently lead Our people to the comparatively high level at which they
find themselves today. On the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of Our
coronation We promulgated the new Revised Constitution which guarantees
to Our people the right to elect and be elected to Parliament, thereby
allowing them to increasingly share with us the difficult task of
government. We felt this necessary in view of the spread of education
and the satisfactory progress made by our people during the last 27
years which was largely the result of Our personal efforts in Our
capacity as Minister of Education. Our future expectation, therefore,
is for Our people to be wise enough to make full and judicious use of
the rights We have granted them and to give us unstinted support and
assistance in everything we do to make Ethiopia great. 

Question:
Economists of various countries have of late been expressing the view
that Ethiopia has the potential capacity of providing food grains to a
100 million people of the Middle East, thus predicting that Ethiopia
would one day become the virtual granary of this region. Would it
please Your Majesty to express your opinion on this matter? 

Answer:
Undoubtedly Ethiopia is a large country whose future potentialities are
satisfactory in every way. Her richness in resources is a fact
well-known to us leaving aside the opinion of experts on the matter. It
is in order to exploit this great wealth to the full that we have
introduced modern agricultural techniques into Ethiopia hoping thereby
to make Our country capable of providing food grains not only for her
own increasing population but also for the outside world. The various
agricultural schools and colleges found in the provinces have been
established with the objective of giving useful training to Our people
in modern methods of farming. When the high expectation we have of
those institutions comes to be realized, therefore, we have not the
slightest doubt that Ethiopia will be able to produce sufficient enough
to provide many countries with food grains. This has been our strong
belief all along. 

Question: The future of the Somali peoples
living in the territories bordering on Ethiopia under the rule of the
three powers has been the object of speculation in some foreign
newspapers lately. While some appear to have grasped the problems that
have to be dealt with in the future, they often make it appear as if
the only solution lies in the permanent division of these territories
which is undoubtedly detrimental to all concerned in this region. What
is the view of Your Majesty in this all-important matter? 

Answer:
In the years following the Second World War several attempts have been
made by politically interested parties to create situations that would
arouse our anxieties concerning the Somalis living in the territories
bordering on Ethiopia. What we see from time to time appearing in some
foreign newspapers is motivated by the same policy of preserving
self-interest by creating dissention and disharmony in this area which
cannot be said to be in the interest of the peoples of the region. Our
attitude to the Somalis who belong to the same race as the Ethiopian
people and share with them a common history, has always been crystal
clear, namely, that of supporting everything conducive to their
well-being and progress. It was in keeping with this policy that we
recently invited the leaders of United Nations Trust Somalia and had
talks with them here. Our strong appeal to our Somali brothers is to be
aware of those who, in the furtherance of their self-interest, seek to
plunge this area into chaos, thereby disturbing the peace that has
reigned in this part of the world for a long time. Much harm can be
avoided by understanding in time the real intentions of these
self-seekers.

Question: Even though some nations in Africa have
recently acquired their independence there are yet many who have not
had that fortune. Would Your Majesty be kind enough to explain if there
is anything that Ethiopia is doing as an African country to improve the
lot of these unfortunate African people? 

Answer: Realizing
that the bitter struggle which these African countries are carrying on
for their freedom and independence is right and just, we have always
been their strong supporters at all international conferences. It is
our firm determination to consistently follow this policy under all
circumstances. Ethiopia's decision to take part in the deliberations of
the Conference Of Independent African States to be held at Accra this
month springs from her desire to exchange views with the other sister
African states and formulate ways and means of cooperating with each
other on matters vitally affecting our continent. We strongly believe
that each nation has an inherent right to shape its own destiny and to
seek its own way to the high state of advancement which the free
nations of the world have attained.

Question: During the Middle
Ages the world had witnessed bitter wars arising among peoples on
account of religious differences. The bloodshed and many other evils
created by those wars could only be stopped after men came to the
realization that peace and harmony could be found only through
tolerance and a spirit of accommodation. There are many circles who
advocate similar solutions to our present day world problems. Does Your
Majesty believe that the spirit of co-existence or accommodation,
without one country trying to impose its system and way of life on the
other, would be an ideal solution to our present-day problems and to
ensure peaceful existence possible?

Answer: Nations differing in
ideologies could live side by side in peace unless they clash on
matters involving self-interest. We live in an age of ideologies and
world peace is too precious a thing to be disturbed merely because of
the clash of these ideologies. It is an entirely different matter
though, when one country attempts to interfere in the internal affairs
of another. We believe that if all nations make the Charter of the
United Nations the basis of their international relationships, all can
live in peace and harmony in spite of their differences in ideologies. 

Question:
Many people have voiced the view that to carry on a peaceful
construction and at the same time keep on building up military
preparations is something that entails a great burden on the national
economy. In fact it is the earnest desire of all nations to keep their
military expenditures to the minimum while alloting most of their
national budgets to peace pursuits. But in order to realize this desire
it is necessary to devise a machinery that will guarantee their
security and safety while pursuing their peaceful vocations. There are
some quarters who hold that the United Nations is capable of providing
the necessary safeguards against aggression. Does Your Majesty believe
this organization, as at present constituted, to be strong enough to
perform the great task of guaranteeing the safety and security of
peaceful states? 

Answer: For the United Nations Organization
to guarantee peace and security in the world it must first of all enjoy
an authority proportionate to its world-wide responsibility. As we have
repeatedly emphasized on several occasions in the past, the United
Nations Organization must be provided with a strong force of its own so
as to enable it to enforce its own decisions and thereby become an
effective safeguard against aggression. Even though it is admittedly a
great burden on the national economy of nations to keep up both
military and peaceful developments side by side, no nation can afford
to neglect its basic defense requirements in order to guarantee its own
security. On the other hand, the armaments race, apart from depriving
nations of the wealth that could have been used for peaceful purposes,
has created great fear and anxiety among the peoples of the world. It
would indeed be in the interest of world peace if the nations of the
world reach an agreement to stop the arms race. When a general
agreement is finally reached on the question of disarmament all
preparations of a military nature will gradually assume less
significance than they do at present.

Question:There are people
everywhere who hold that civilization has done more harm than good to
humanity. These people argue that even though the so-called modern
progress has brought some physical comfort, it has done incalculable
harm to and greatly weakened the spiritual values regarded so highly in
former times. What they call spiritual values are those things which
are usually associated with religion. In other words the great progress
made in the field of science has contributed to the weakening of the
influence of religion and has deprived man of that inner calm that he
so much needs for his spiritual well-being. What is Your Majesty's
opinion on this matter?

Answer: One cannot deny that in former
times man's life had been one of toil and hardship. It is correct to
say, therefore, that modern civilization and the progress of science
have greatly improved man's life and have brought comfort and ease in
their trail. But civilization can serve man both for good as well as
for evil purposes. Experience shows that it has invariably brought
great dividends to those who use it for good purposes while it has
always brought incalculable harm and damnation to those who use it for
evil purposes. To make our wills obedient to good influences and to
avoid evil, therefore, is to show the greatest wisdom. In order to
follow this aim one must be guided by religion. Progress without
religion is just like a life surrounded by unknown perils and can be
compared to a body without a soul. All human inventions, from the most
primitive tool to the modern atom, can help man greatly in his peaceful
endeavours. But if they are put to evil purposes they have the capacity
to wipe out the human race from the surface of the earth. It is only
when the human mind is guided by religion and morality that man can
acquire the necessary vision to put all his ingenuous inventions and
contrivances to really useful and beneficial purposes. The progress of
science can be said to be harmful to religion only in so far as it is
used for evil aims and not because it claims a priority over religion
in its revelation to man. It is important that spiritual advancement
must keep pace with material advancement. When this comes to be
realized man's journey toward higher and more lasting values will show
more marked progress while the evil in him recedes into the background.
Knowing that material and spiritual progress are essential to man, we
must ceaselessly work for the equal attainment of both. Only then shall
we be able to acquire that absolute inner calm so necessary to our
well-being.

It is only when a people strike an even balance
between scientific progress and spiritual and moral advancement that it
can be said to possess a wholly perfect and complete personality and
not a lopsided one. The type of progress we have chalked out for
Ethiopia is based on these fundamental principles.
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The Emperor of Ethiopia, Lion of Judah, King of Kings, Elect of God,
Power of the Trinity, Haile Selassie was interviewed by Oriana Fallaci
in His Palace in Addis Ababba, Ethiopia. 



Fallaci:
Your Majesty, I would like you to tell me something about yourself.
Tell me were you ever a disobedient youth? But maybe I ought to ask you
first whether you have ever had time to be young, Your Majesty?



Selassie:
We don't understand that question. What kind of question is that? It is
obvious that We have been young. We weren't born old! We have been a
child, a boy, a youth, an adult, and finally an old man. Like everyone
else. Our Lord the Creator made us like everyone else. Maybe you wish
to know what kind of youth We were. Well We were a very serious, very
diligent, very obedient youth. We were sometimes punished, but do you
know why? Because what We were made to study did not seem enough and We
wished to study further. We wanted to stay on at school after lessons
were over. We were loath to amuse ourselves, to go riding, to play. We
didn't want to waste time on games. 



Fallaci: Your
Majesty, of all the monarchs still occupying the thrones you are the
one that has ruled the longest. Moreover, in all age that has seen the
ruinous downfalls of so many kings, you are the one the only absolute
monarchy. Do you ever feel lonely in a world so different from the one
you grew up in?



Selassie: It is our opinion that the
world hasn't changed at all. We believe that such changes has modified
nothing. We don't ever notice any differences between monarchies and
republics. To us they appear two substantially similar methods of
governing the nation. Well, tell us,: What is the difference between a
republic and a monarchy?



Fallaci: Actually, your
Majesty, I mean to me, it appears that in republics where democracy
reigns the leader is elected. But in monarchies he isn't.



Selassie: We don't see where the difference lies.



Fallaci: Never mind, Your Majesty. What is your opinion of democracy?



Selassie:
Democracy, republics: What do these words signify? What have they
changed in the world? Have men become better, more loyal, kinder? Are
the people happier? All goes on as before, as always. Illusions,
illusions. Besides, one should consider the interest of a nation before
subverting it with words. Democracy is necessary in some cases and We
believe some African peoples might adopt it. But in other cases it is
harmful, a mistake. 



Fallaci: Your Majesty have you ever regretted your Kingly fate? Have you ever dreamed of living the life of an ordinary mortal? 



Selassie:
We don't understand that question. Even at the hardest, most painful
moments, We have never regretted or cursed our fate. Never. And why
should We have? We were born of royal blood, authority is ours by Right
and since our Lord the Creator has deemed, We might serve our people as
a Father serves his Son, being a monarch is a great joy to us. Its what
We were born for and what We have always lived for.



Fallaci:
Your Majesty, you are Ethiopia. Its you that keeps it in hand, that
keeps it united. What will happen when you are no longer there?



Selassie: What do you mean? We do not understand this question?



Fallaci: When you die, Your Majesty?



Selassie:
Ethiopia has existed for 3,000 years. In fact, it exists ever since the
first man appeared on Earth. My dynasty has ruled since the Queen of
Sheba met King Solomon and a Son was born of their union. It is a
Dynasty that has gone thru the centuries and will go on for centuries
more. A King is not indispensable, and, besides, my succesion is
already ensured. There is a Crown Prince and he will rule the country
when We are no longer there. This is what We have decided and so it
must be.



Fallaci: On the whole, your Majesty, yours has
not been a very a happy life. Those you loved have all died: your wife,
two daughters. You have lost many of your illusions and many of your
dreams. But you must, I imagine, have accumulated great wisdom, and of
this I ask: How does Haile Selassie view death?



Selassie: What? View What?



Fallaci: Death your Majesty.



Selassie: Death, Death? Who is this woman? Where does she come from? What does she want? Enough, go away, ca suffit! Ca suffit!!





-Excerpt from the Chicago Tribune
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September 8, 1951

Welcoming
your oath of loyalty to the Church and the State We have the pleasure
to approve your formal investiture as Bishops following your election
as such, according to the ecclesiastical rules.

We earnestly
hope that the Almighty may grant you strength to carry on your work of
promoting religious activities and fostering Christianity in the
Orthodox spirit.



November 3, 1951

In
the spiritual realm, Our sustained effort to have Ethiopia attain a
station commensurate to that achieved in the field of public
administration has been crowned with success. Let Us thank the Almighty
for having blessed Us to overcome this difficulty.

In consonance
with her new position and growing importance, for the first time in her
tbousand-year-old history of relations with the Church, Ethiopia is now
consecrating and investing ber own bishops.



November 3, 1959

...Our
preoccupations, however, have not been concerned solely with the
material welfare of Our people. We have already mentioned Our
activities in the field of education. The development of the resources
of intelligence which education draws forth from Our people - vital as
it is - without moral inspiration and guidance, can never of itself
work for the good of all. Man, who is by nature selfish, must learn
that only in serving others can he reach the full stature or attain the
noble destinies for which God created him. We have, therefore, spared
no effort to encourage and sustain the Church in its high mission of
preserving and inculcating into the youth those spiritual values and
ideals which, for centuries, have guided the destinies of Our beloved
people. It was, in consequence, with deep gratification that, during
the past year, We were able to bring about the full recognition of the
Ethiopian Church as the autocephalous and national Church of the
Empire. The Church which, through centuries of struggle and martyrdom,
has pursued its task of evangelism and education, has Our continued
support...
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During the past year, the abrupt cessation of rainfall during the
growing season caused considerable damage to Ethiopia's crops. This
experience has demonstrated that it is essential that the rivers of Our
country be devoted to irrigation, so that the food needs of Our
ever-growing population will no longer be left at the mercy of the
whims and caprices of the elements.

We
trust that the Agricultural College at Alem Maya, which We inaugurated
last January, and the Agricultural Technical School at Jimma, will
greatly assist in the introduction of modern agricultural methods into
Our country. The shortage of arable land for the production of
foodstuffs for Our people in Eritrea has caused Us to initiate a study
for the damming of the Zula River for irrigation purposes. This Study
has now been completed and bids have been requested for the
construction of the project. This under taking should prove of immense
value to Our people in Eritrea, for in addition to providing employment
for many of them, it will also, We hope, instruct them in the manifold
benefits of co-operation and unity in holding property in common and
working together for its development and utilisation.












Laying Cornerstone
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...Education develops the intellect; and the intellect distinguishes
man from other creatures. It is education that enables man to harness
nature and utilize her resources for the well-being and improvement of
his life. 

The key for the betterment and completeness of modern living is education.  

But,
"Man cannot live by bread alone." Man, after all, is also composed of
intellect and soul. Therefore, education in general, and higher
education in particular, must aim to provide, beyond the physical, food
for the intellect and soul. That education which ignores man's
intrinsic nature, and neglects his intellect and reasoning power can
not be considered true education.
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  Leadership does not mean domination. The world is always well supplied with people who wish to rule and dominate others.

The
true leader is a different sort; he seeks effective activity which has
a truly beneficient purpose. He inspires others to follow in his wake,
and holding aloft the torch of wisdom, leads the way for society to
realize its genuinely great aspirations.

The art of leadership
is in the ability to make people want to work for you, while they are
really under no obligation to do so. Leaders are people, who raise the
standards by which they judge themselves and by which they are willing
to be judged. The goal chosen, the objective selected, the requirements
imposed, are not mainly for their followers alone. 

They
develop with consumate energy and devotion, their own skill and
knowledge in order to reach the standard they themselves have set.

This
whole-hearted acceptance of the demands imposed by even higher
standards is the basis of all human progress. A love of higher quality,
we must remember, is essential in a leader. 

The true leader is
one who realizes by faith that he is an instrument in the hands of God,
and dedicates himself to be a guide and inspirer of the nobler
sentiments and aspirations of the people.

He who would be a
leader must pay the price in self-discipline and moral restraints. This
details the correction and improvement of his personal character, the
checking of passions and desires and an exemplary control of one's
bodily needs and desires.

To be first in place, one must be first in merit as well.

He
who has not learned to render prompt and willing service to others will
find it difficult to win and keep the goodwill and cooperation of his
subordinates. 

A leader will kindle interest, teach, aid,
correct and inspire. Those whom he leads will cooperate with him in
maintaining discipline for the good of the group. He will instruct his
followers in the goals towards which to strive, and create in them a
sense of mutual effort for attaining the goal.





Live in Peace
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Wise men have always known the deep and pervading truth that it is
better to give than to receive, for even as it conflicts with selfish
and ambitious desires, it moderates and controls them.

Giving
always demands sacrifice. To overcome the temptation to enjoy mere
daily comfort, to press resolutely and patiently forward on the
scheduled way, are true tests of the high degree of determination that
should bind you together. Memories of past injustices should not divert
us from the more pressing business at hand.

We must live in
peace with our former colonizers, shunning recrimination and bitterness
and fore-swearing the luxury of vengeance and retaliation, lest the
acid of hatred erode our souls and poison our hearts.

Let us act
as befits the dignity which we claim for ourselves as Africans, proud
of our own special qualities, distinctions, and abilities. We must
speak out on major issues, courageously, openly and honestly, and in
blunt terms of right and wrong.

If we yield to blandishments or
threats, if we compromise when no honourable compromise is possible,
our influence will be sadly diminished and our prestige woefully
prejudiced and weakened.

On this day which men of earth and
angels of heaven could neither have foreseen nor known, I give thanks
unutterable by the mouth of man to the living God who has enabled me to
be present among you.

Today is the beginning of a new era in the
history of Ethiopia. Since this is so, do not reward evil for evil, do
not commit any act of cruelty like those 

which the enemy committed against us. Do not allow the enemy any occasion to foul the good name of Ethiopia.

We shall take his weapons and make him return by the way he came.

We
believe in cooperation and collaboration to promote the cause of
international security, the equality of man and the welfare of mankind.

We believe in the peaceful settlement of all disputes without resorting to force.  

And
in accordance with the charter of O.A.U. we will strive to eradicate
colonialism, racism and apartheid from the face of the earth, to
frustrate the efforts being made by foreign powers to dictate the
destiny of the African continent, and we will continue to stand.
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The following is not one speech but is the joining of a few sentences
from different speeches. I will show the link to the speeches that I
currently have on this site.



To
make our wills obedient to good influences and to avoid evil, is to
show the greatest wisdom. In order to follow this aim one must be
guided by religion. Progress without religion is just like a life
surrounded by unknown perils and can be compared to a body without a
soul.


---


Knowing that material and spiritual progress are essential to man, we must
ceaselessly work for the equal attainment of both. Only then shall we
be able to acquire that absolute inner calm so necessary to our
well-being. Whenever conflict arises between material and spiritual
values, the conscience plays an important role and anyone who suffers
from a guilty conscience is never really free from this problem until
he makes peace with himself and his conscience.


---


Discipline of the mind is a basic ingredient of genuine morality and therefore of spiritual strength.


---


Spiritual power is the eternal guide, in this life and the life after,
for man ranks supreme among all creatures. Led forward by spiritual
power, man can reach the summit destined for him by the Great Creator.


---


Since nobody can interfere in the realm of God we should tolerate and live
side by side with those of other faiths.


---


In the mystic traditions of the different religions we have a remarkable unity of
spirit.


---


Whatever religion they may profess, they are spiritual kinsmen.
While the different religions in their historic forms bind us to
limited groups and militate against the development of loyalty to the
world community, the mystics have already stood for the fellowship of
humanity in harmony with the spirit of the mystics of ages gone by.


---


No one should question the faith of others, for no human being can judge of the ways of God.



However
wise or however mighty a person may be, he is like a ship without a
rudder if he is without God. A rudderless ship is at the mercy of the
waves and the wind, drifts wherever they take it and if there arises a
whirlwind it is smashed against the rocks and becomes as if it has
never existed. It is our firm belief that a soul without Christ is
bound to meet with no better fate. 


---


The love shown by our God to mankind should constrain all of us who are
followers and disciples of Christ, to do all in our power to see to it
that the message of salvation is carried to those of our fellows who
have not had the benefit of hearing the good news.


---


It is our conviction that all the activities of the children of men, which
are not guided by the Spirit and council of God will bear no lasting
fruits; they will not be acceptable in the sight of God. It will
therefore come to naught as the tower of Babel came to naught. The
grace of God is Eternal. Angels in Heaven and the Creation on Earth
sing His Praise . We thank the Master of the world Almighty God. Power
belongs to God. May God Our Creator, the Helper and Guiding Light of us
all grant you His Wisdom that you may bear fruits for His Glory.





Mercy Proclamation





Sunday, July 07, 1940
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By the Proclamation released on Hamle 17th, 1932, I announced to you
that I advised the Italians in Ethiopia and who were completely
encircled to submit to our Chiefs in order to avoid being killed.
Consequently I recommend to you to receive in a suitable manner and to
keep all the Italians who submit to you with or without arms. Do not
reproach them for their atrocities to which they had subjected our
population. Show them that you are soldiers possessing human feelings
and a human heart. Do not forget that during the Battle of Adowa, the
valiant Ethiopian warriors who had handed over the Italian prisoners to
their Emperor have increased the honour and elevated the name of
Ethiopia.

Actually,
as you know, the Italian troops are wandering about dispersed, in
Libya, Albania and Ethiopia. In Libya the British troops have captured
more than 130,000 men. The Greek troops have captured many thousands of
Italians in Albania. The British troops have co-operated with us and
those who have penetrated into Eritrea continue to capture each day
numerous Italians.

The Italians are escaping and evacuating the
regions to the West of Ethiopian territory, from the North of Ethiopia
to Lake Rudolph. In the face of these circumstances, be vigilant on all
your positions so as to avoid that they destroy the country in the
course of their withdrawal.

But We recommended to you to spare
their lives and treat well the enemy which will represent humanity; We
particularly recommend to you spare and respect the life of children,
women and old people. Do not pillage the goods of others, even the
property of the enemy. We recommend to you not to burn any house.

When
I order you to respect all these things it is only to ask you to
perform an act of conscience, because my heart tells me that the
Ethiopian people is not unfair to any other civilized people in their
respect for the laws of war.





Modern Ethiopianism





Friday, May 07, 1965
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As the years wear by, man's horizon grows wider and wider and the
vistas multiply. So it is with Ethiopia. As the nation moves
progressively in the accomplishments of the targets set for her
political, social and cultural advance, We find Ourselves confronted
with yet more tasks, more avenues of effort that demand Our attention.
It is within this framework that, thankfully, the wheels of progress
have moved and have brought Ethiopia thus far on the path We have
chartered for Our country and people since we undertook the
responsibility to move Ethiopia forward. The Ethiopian people, who have
co-operated fully in implementation of all Our plans,deserve Our
gratitude and appreciation.

The
catalogue of achievements that you have reviewed on this twentyfourth
anniversary of Ethiopia's liberation is testimony above all to three
factors : 1) the continued guidance of the Almighty in the fructifying
of our aims ; 2) the incalculable sacrifices made in the campaign of
liberation by the Ethiopian people and their vanguard, the patriots,
through whom this freedom, liberty and the Ethiopian way of life that
We so proudly cherish today have been preserved ; and 3) the
unrelenting loyalty and co-operation of our people in the successful
prosecution of the manitold national endeavours.

Ethiopia is an
ancient land and her civilisation is the result of the harmonious
alchemy of the past and the present, upon which we confidently build
for the future. This heritage is the bedrock of modern Ethiopia. 

In
it the people have chosen to distil from the past that which is useful
and enduring, to adapt those worthwhile attributes of our present day
world, and to fashion this modern ethiopianism - the foundation of our
social order that has served so admirably the purpose of the nation's
steady advance.

Be it recognised that while the institutions
which Ethiopians have inherited from their forefathers still proudly
carry their ancient designation, the contents of these valued
institutions have been adapted to meet the rising expectations of the
present generation of Ethiopians ; 



Be it known to all
who judge our institutions by the labels We have inherited from our
past civilisation, that Ethiopian institutions, regardess of their
nomenclature, are the fruits of Ethiopianism - this optimum combination
that the people of Ethiopia themslves have fashioned to serve the
fulfilment of their national destiny ; 

Be it understood that
while we Ethiopians are justly proud of Our national heritage, we do
not look backwards to find our national purpose but forward to the full
realisation of Our national goals.

This anniversary of the
liberation of our country came as a result of the aggression against
Ethiopia, sequel to the then prevailing international conditions.
Unfortunately, the breakdown of international law and morality that led
to this episode has not been fully rectified and the lesson taught by
that sad experience has not given rise to efforts commensurate with the
imperious need for collective security, and a unified purpose to
protect and guarantee world peace.



Through the struggle
of her people, Ethiopia has survived and this survival has afforded her
the opportunity to bring the weight of her experience to the fforts
deployed by the international community in building a world of peace,
progress and human understanding. We are gratified that Ethiopia has
been able to play a significant role in this search for a better world,
a search to which she is committed in her foreign and domestic policies.

When
we look back to May 5, 1941, and contemplate the progress that Africa
has made in the area of independence, it appears as if one is
experiencing the fulfilment of a once farfetched dream. Today, there
are thirty six voices that are raised in the defence of Africa and
African causes ; in the 1940's there were only three. Ethiopia has been
gratified at the emergence of these new African states to the community
of sovereign independent nations. She is always willing and ready to
play her part through the organisation of African Unity in bringing
about greater co-operation among the independent African states and to
continue to do whatever lies in her power to aid in the struggle for
the complete liberation of our continent.

We thank you for the
kind words you have expressed and for the list of achievements you have
reviewed. Those of us who need to know ourselves should read the
message of St Paul in Corinthians, Chapter 4, verses one to six.
Further details of duties and responsabilities of our officials will be
announced in the near future.

May the Almighty help us to
redouble our efforts on this 24th anniversary of Ethiopia's liberation
and to be ready to undertake great responsabilities to build a future
for coming generations.





New Way of Life
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What we seek is a new and a different way of life. We search for a way
of life in which all men will be treated as responsible human beings,
able to participate fully in the political affairs of their government;
a way of life in which ignorance and poverty, if not abolished, are at
least the exception and are actively combatted; a way of life in which
the blessings and benefits of the modern world can be enjoyed by all
without the total sacrifice of all that was good and beneficial in the
old Ethiopia. We are from and of the people, and our desires derive
from and are theirs.

Can
this be achieved from one dusk to the next dawn, by the waving of a
magic wand, by slogans or by Imperial declaration? Can this be imposed
on our people, or be achieved solely by legislation? We believe not.
All that we can do is provide a means for the development of procedures
which, if all goes well, will enable an increasing measure and degree
of what we seek for our nation to be accomplished. Those who will
honestly and objectively view the past history of this nation cannot
but be impressed by what has already been realised during their
lifetime, as well as be awed by the magnitude of the problems which
still remain. Annually, on this day, we renew our vow to labour,
without thought of self, for so long as Almighty God shall spare us, in
the service of our people and our nation, in seeking the solutions to
these problems. We call upon each of you and upon each Ethiopian to do
likewise......

Above all, Ethiopia is dedicated to the principle
of the equality of all men, irrespective of differences of race, colour
or creed.

As we do not practice or permit discrimination within our nation, so we oppose it wherever it is found.

As
we guarantee to each the right to worship as he chooses, so we denounce
the policy which sets man against man on issues of religion.

As
we extend the hand of universal brotherhood to all, without regard to
race or colour, so we condemn any social or political order which
distinguishes among God's children on this most specious of grounds.





O.A.U. Seventh Session Opens
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  Mr. President,

Distinguished Heads of State and Government,

Distinguished Delegates,

On
behalf of the Government and people of Ethiopia and on Our own, We
extend to you greetings and warmest welcome. We also welcome His
Excellency U Thant, Secretary-General of the United Nations, and We
should like to express Our appreciation to him for being here with us
despite his many and pressing international responsibilities that make
heavy demand on his time. The city of Addis Ababa and its people, which
have had the privilege of being host to the Heads of State and
Government on similar occasions in the past, welcome you once more with
pride and pleasure to your second home.

We are happy to note
that the Seventh Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government is being convened in an atmosphere of increased
understanding in Africa as well as in the rest of the world. In various
parts of the world, efforts are being made to resolve some of the
outstanding issues of our time by negotiation and conciliation, based
on the understanding and accommodation of each other's interests. This
new international climate of understanding is a development of the
utmost importance to the peace, well-being and progress of mankind. It
is, therefore, a golden opportunity for all men of goodwill to help the
movement attain such a momentum as to make it bear the greatest
possible result.

As we meet for the seventh time to deliberate
on matters of vital importance to our continent, we cannot but be
impressed by the fruits of our previous deliberations. We see these
results in the ever-increasing role our Organization is playing in
continental relations and the maturity with which it is conducting its
affairs. This past year has seen the implementation of some of the
principles and aims enshrined in the Charter of the Organization,
especially with respect to the lessening of tension among Member States
and the enhancement of the spirit of co-operation to seek solutions to
their common problems.

The internal crisis in Nigeria has been
completely resolved due to the perseverance of the Federal Government
and the firm belief of Members of our Organization in the basic
principles of our Charter. We must all be happy that this challenge has
been courageously and wisely met. In this connection, We would like to
beg the indulgence of the Assembly to thank the members of the
Consultative Committee on Nigeria for their contribution to the
resolution of this problem. Now that the crisis in Nigeria is over, it
is our fervent hope it shall leave no after-effect among the members of
this family, We are convinced that it is in the interest of our beloved
peoples to begin a new era of close and fraternal co-operation amongst
all Member States by closing all aspects of crisis at this Session.

Total Reconciliation

It
gives Us great pleasure and satisfaction to announce to the Assembly
that total reconciliation was attained today between Nigeria, on the
one hand, and Tanzania, Zambia, Ivory Coast and Gabon, on the other. We
would like to thank many leaders of the OAU and especially President
Jomo Kenyatta for the laudable efforts they have deployed to achieve
reconciliation . We would also like to congratulate President Nyerere,
President Kaunda, General Yakubu Gowon, head of the Federal Military
Government of Nigeria, and the Presidents of the Ivory Coast and Gabon
for the understanding and co-operation they have shown to make the
reconciliation possible.

The restoration of brotherly relations
between the People's Republic of the Congo and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo is another achievement that we are all happy about. A new
chapter has also been opened by the understanding reached between the
Islamic Republic of Mauritania and the Kingdom of Morocco. The
settlement of the border dispute between Algeria and Morocco has
ushered in a new era of understanding and co-operation for the mutual
benefit of the peoples of the two sister states and of the Maghreb
region. The signing of an agreement between Kenya and Ethiopia,
demarcating their common borders, is another example of what can be
achieved by peaceful means. It is in this light that We invite all the
countries faced with similar problems to emulate the above-mentioned
examples as a basis for solving their differences. One last example of
co-operative effort which has achieved a satisfactory result is The
case of Equatorial Guinea. The assistance given by members of the
Organization to Equatorial Guinea, while admittedly not much, has
nevertheless been instrumental in meeting the initial difficulties of
nationhood .

These achievements can serve as testimony of our
respect and adherence to the covenant we entered into seven years ago,
and it is only when we continue working along this successful path that
we have charted for ourselves, that the spirit and aims of our
Organization will be ever-more meaningful. Although it cannot be said
that all the above-mentioned peaceful settlements were executed under
the direct auspices of the Orga-zation of African Unity, it is,
nevertheless, true, that it has been fundamentally concerned with all
those problems . Furthermore, the members of the Organization, in
reaching these settlements, have been guided by the principles of the
Charter, thus strengthening the Organization and cementing their unity.

Turning Deaf Ear

While
this past year has been a year of co-operation and understanding among
Member States, it has however been one of frustrations and set-backs in
our attack on colonialism and racism. In Southern Africa, the
pernicious alliance of colonialism and racism has created problems of
ominous dimensions. Ian Smith and his collaborators have consolidated
their regime and have declared Zimbabwe a so-called Rhodesian Republic
. South Africa has elevated its inhuman policy of racial discrimination
and exploitation of the African people and has extended its apartheid
policy to the international territory of Namibia. Portugal has
intensified its colonial wars in Mozambique, Angola and Guinea Bissau.
The Western Powers, who unfortunately support these regimes, have not,
despite the avalanche of appeals from freedom-loving peoples of the
world, thus far ceased from rendering material assistance to these
regimes. As regards Portugal, despite the great efforts Africa has
exerted to persuade this Government to abandon its colonial policy, the
continued shedding of innocent blood has made the colonial war not only
the concern of Africa but also of the entire world. In keeping,
therefore, with the nature of the problems We cannot overemphasize the
need to devise a new method by which these powers could be persuaded to
desist from continuing such a policy, which is detrimental to the peace
and security of the continent.

It will be recalled that H.E. the
President of Ca-meroun presented the Lusaka Manifesto, on behalf of the
African States, to the Twenty-Fourth Session of the United Nations
General Assembly for its serious consideration and adoption. As you all
know this Manifesto was adopted by the overwhelming majority of the
General Assembly with the exception of South Africa and Portugal. The
rejection by the oppressors of this widely supported Manifesto showed
the depth of the abyss to which they have dragged themselves.

This
conspiracy of colonial and racist forces has gradually turned into a
military pact, encompassing South Africa, Rhodesia and Portugal. What
then is Africa to do in the face of this far-flung conspiracy? There is
only one answer — we must intensify our struggle. And in order to
achieve our objectives, it is incumbent upon us all to wage a united
struggle by all means available to us and, today more than ever before,
the necessity of a co-ordinated and simultaneous assault by the
liberation movements against their common enemies has become
increasingly imperative. At this junction We should like to reiterate
the paramount importance of increasing our assistance to freedom
fighters in their struggle to regain their inalienable rights. To meet
these challenges, We are convinced, no independent African country will
take lightly its responsibility. In this regard, since we are not
novices in the struggle for freedom, our continued endeavour will no
doubt be crowned with success.

Distinguished Heads of State and Government,

It
is a source of encouragement that the nations of the world are
endeavouring to settle their differences by peaceful means. To this end
We wholeheartedly welcome the acceptance of the Rogers Peace Plan by
the parties concerned in the Middle East, the signing of the
non-aggression pact between Germany and the Soviet Union and the
Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) between the United States and
the Soviet Union.

Middle East

The drawing up of a
long-awaited peace plan in the beleaguered area of the Middle East
should have the support and encouragement of all "peace-loving peoples
of the world. It is in this spirit that Ethiopia has welcomed the peace
plan initiated by the United States of America to settle the Middle
East Crisis within the framework of the United Nations Security Council
resolution of November 1967. We should like to take this opportunity to
congratulate the parties concerned, especially President Nasser, for
consenting to resolve the crisis through peaceful means. We pray that
this initial move will augur a permanent and enduring-peace .

The
Bonn-Moscow accord which begins to settle some of the problems of World
War II is of special significance not only to Europe but to the world
as well. This accord will no doubt create a conducive atmosphere for
the two nations to settle their differences by peaceful means, thus
providing their talented and industrious peoples the opportunity of
greater heights of achievement and excellence by co-operation in many
fields of human endeavour. We trust that this accord, which has brought
closer two adversaries, would serve as a reminder to those who doubt
the possibility of peaceful solutions to seemingly insurmountable
difficulties .

At no period in history has there been a century
like this one when man has lived under the heavy shadow of complete
annihilation. It is, therefore, with great hope that we have welcomed
the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) by the two Great Powers and
we trust that these talks will be crowned with success.

These
new and courageous steps, being taken in various parts of the world by
thoughtful leaders, will, hopefully, create conditions that will
enhance this new era of understanding among the nations and peoples of
the world. In order to strengthen this new epoch of understanding, it
is imperative for statesmen the world over to utilize these opportune
moments that have for so long eluded them. It is with this in mind that
We hope a solution will soon be found to the Vietnam war which has
caused untold suffering to the Vietnamese people.

Distinguished Heads of State and Government,

One
of the paramount questions of our continent is the need for economic
development. Our struggle in this sphere is no less demanding since the
well-being of our people ultimately depends on it. The very freedom of
Africa for which we have sacrificed so much will be at stake if we fail
to make our continent economically viable. It is encouraging that in
order to bring about this economic independence the ground work has
been laid by the establishment of regional institutions and various
technical bodies. We should like to stress, in this context, the vital
roles the Economic Commission for Africa and the Organization of
African Unity are playing for the realization of these goals.

Stockpiling Armaments

We
cannot pass without stressing the fact that the vast majority of the
nations of today still remain economically under-developed. In the
light of this, it is unfortunate that so much is spent on stockpiling
armaments, the utility of which is limited to their capacity for
destruction. As we have said on many occasions, the diversion of these
resources to economic development is not only morally right but it is
also politically and socially urgent, since the maintenance of
international peace and security depends on closing the gap between the
poor and rich nations of the world. It is our hope that the recent
steps taken in various parts of the world to lesson tensions will
contribute to the curtailment of stockpiling armaments, thus making
available the sorely needed resources for the world's economic
development. Distinguished Heads of State and Government,

It is
fortunate that this Assembly precedes the forthcoming conference of the
non-aligned nations in Lusaka and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
United Nations in New York. As you all know this session of the United
Nations also marks the Tenth anniversary of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. We should,
therefore, seize this opportunity and prepare ourselves for the task
that lies ahead. It is obvious that during our deliberation this week
we will be concerned with many problems and we will inevitably have
various views on them. It is natural for forty-one nations to have
differing opinions and different problems. It is our duty, however, to
thrash out our differences and to reach a solution that will command
our united stand. Because of our common problems, be they in the field
of economic development or in our struggle against racism and
colonialism, it would not be difficult to have a common front. It is
this common front we must take to Lusaka to convince the other
non-aligned nations of the justice of our cause, and thereby solicit
their continued support and encouragement in our struggle to free
Africa of all vestiges of racism and colonialism.

At the United
Nations, our struggle this year will have to be more intense and
persistent than ever before. The time is due for all small nations to
take a concerted stand in defence of the principles of the charter, for
we cannot afford to have that body made a mockery of by its less
enlightened members who are intent on making it ineffective. In order
to strengthen it and to make it effective we will have to use the
weapons at our disposal, namely, our united stand and collective
conscience.

UN Action Needed

We must therefore be
prepared to make all issues affecting our continent figure prominently
and persevere in our efforts to have the United Nations reassert its
historic obligation to liberate territories still under foreign
domination. In this context, the United Nations must strive to have all
its adopted resolutions implemented, so that the decisions of the
majority would prevail and that the minority of its members would not
be able to flout them. The most recent example of this is the
decelaration of intention by the new British Government to sell arms to
South Africa in utter disregard of Security Council resolutions. This
intention by the British Government to resume the sale of arms to South
Africa should not only be deplored but any attempt to enforce it should
be vigorously resisted. Distinguished Heads of State and Government,

In
conclusion, We should like to remind this august Assembly of the
importance of its task and the responsibilities entrusted to it by the
African people. It is Our hope that this conference will achieve
results from which Africa will benefit. We will not close Our statement
without expressing Our appreciation to H.E. El Hadji Ahmadou Ahidjo,
Chairman of the Sixth Session for his dedicated and fruitful work.

LONG LIVE AFRICAN UNITY.
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  Dear Friends:

We
meet again, at the Summit of Africa. Once more, Africa's leaders have
convened to consider in concert the past accomplishments, the present
problems and the future goals of their mother continent. Today, the
eyes of the world are directed anew to a distinguished gathering of
African statesmen and leaders.

At Addis Ababa, just fourteen
months ago, the first Conference of the Heads of African State and
Government was held. Today, the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government created by the Charter of African Unity which we signed in
Addis Ababa meets in Cairo, the ancient capital of ancient Egypt, with
long-established civilization, and it is Our privilege now to extend to
Our host, President Gamal Abdel Nasser, the warm greetings of the
Ethiopian Government and people and to express to him Our thanks for
the gracious and generous hospitality which has been extended to us all
in this illustrious country. Ethiopia and other East African countries
are linked with the United Arab Republic not only by history but also
by the life-giving waters of the Blue Nile which springs in Ethiopia
and in Lake Victoria annually flooding the great Nile Delta.

We
also extend greetings today to our African brothers in those nations
which join us here for the first time - Kenya and Malawi - states which
have at long last taken their rightful places in the councils of free
Africans and to their valiant leaders H. E. Prime Minister Jomo
Kenyatta and H. E. Prime Minister Hastings Banda. We rejoice at their
presence in this hall, and we see in their addition to our rank a
portent of hope and confidence for the future of those who remain yet
unrepresented in our midst.

The agenda before us is long. Each
of its topics deserves our most thoughtful and careful attention. We
pray that our deliberations will be characterized by the same spirit of
oneness, the same inspiration, the same courage and determination,
which marked our meeting at Addis Ababa. If we will, it can be so.

The
achievements of the months since May of 1963 stand, as well, as a
favourable augury for the long road which still remains to be travelled
to our stated goal of African Unity. The Organization of African Unity
is today a solid and tangible achievement. The Charter itself has been
ratified by thirty-three African States, and it was Our signal
privilege personally to deposit it with the United Nations Organization
in October of last year. The OAU's Council of Ministers has met not
once, but several times during the last year in seeking the solution to
immediate and pressing African problems. A sturdy framework has been
provided for closer co-ordination of national policies and programmes
in a variety of domains - defence, economic and social co-operation,
developmental assistance - these and many more have received added
impetus from the work accomplished by the Provisional Secretariat and
the decisions taken at the meetings of the several Commissions created
by the Charter of African Unity.

Spiritual Vitality

But
perhaps more important than the individual events of these months has
been the demonstrated vitality of the spirit of Africa, a vitality
which has permeated every aspect of intra-African relations and has, in
the short space of fourteen months, produced a basic and fundamental
change in the African scene. During the past year, We paid State Visits
to nearly a dozen African nations, and in the views which We exchanged
with other African leaders We encountered a sense of purpose, of
dedication, of vision, which, We are persuaded, found its genesis in
the common acceptance of the ideal of African unity, in the common
response to the unique challenge which modern Africa presents to each
of us in the common crusade in which we are each enlisted.

It
was in this spirit that Algeria and Morocco put aside their arms and
agreed to negotiate the settlement of their border dispute. It was this
spirit which motivated Ethiopia to call without pause or hesitation
upon the Organization of African Unity when violence erupted last
February on the common frontier with the neighbouring Republic of
Somalia. It was to this spirit that African nations have responded to
calls for aid from their brothers. It is this spirit which will sweep
us forward to final, conclusive, glorious victory in the struggle to
overcome the obstacles which still remain before us in the making of a
united Africa.

It is in this, We believe, that the real triumph
of Africa lies today. Economic development may lag; difficulties may be
encountered in working out unanimously acceptable programmes and
policies; temporary dissentions may interfere with harmonious relations
between individual states. But so long as the spirit of Africa prevails
and stirs within us, so long as we continue to think and work and act
within the African context which we have created, imbued by the African
atmosphere which surrounds and pervades us, We are confident that the
goals we seek shall be attained.

Our Child

We have
created this spirit; it is our child. To bring it to its full potential
We must, firstly define with precision and clarity the programmes which
will advance us along the path we have chosen, whilst simultaneously
avoiding those dangers which could frustrate what has been so
laboriously won. And in order that these programmes be coherent and
intelligible, they must be founded upon painstakingly articulated
principles and policies which we, as African nations, must apply, not
only in charting the future of the Organization of African Unity, but
in directing our own activities as independent African states.

What
do we seek for Africa? We seek to consolidate and guarantee our own
precious liberty as independent nations. We seek freedom for our still
dependent brothers. We seek Africa's economic growth and development,
the betterment of the way of life of Africans and all men. We seek the
closest collaboration with those others - Asians, Europeans, North and
South Americans - who share our desires and who are willing to
co-operate with us. We seek that self-sufficiency which will enable us
to play our rightful role in international affairs and live in full
harmony with all men. We seek to make our voices heard and our views
heeded on the major problems confronting the world today.

Our
quest, above all else, is to assure to Africa and to each African state
the fullest and most complete measure of freedom - freedom from all
remnants of colonialism; freedom from neo-colonialism, whatever form it
may take; freedom from political and military threat; freedom from
aggression; freedom from interference by others in our internal
affairs; freedom from economic domination; freedom from the danger of
nuclear destruction.

This is easy to state; how infinitely more difficult it is to achieve!

Find Solutions

We
are convinced that it is in our search for African unity that we shall
discover the solutions to the vexing problems which confront us. We
have taken upon ourselves the liberation of the remaining dependent
territories of the African continent such as Angola, Mozambique and
Southern Rhodesia and the elimination of apartheid. This battle must
and shall be won; but if our victory is to be real and not ephemeral,
it is we Africans who must achieve it. We can accept assistance from
those who seek the same ends only if the other precious freedoms which
we equally cherish are not thereby prejudiced.

In our struggle
to eliminate from the African continent the ugly sore of apartheid, so
repugnant and loathsome to us Africans, unhappily, all too little
progress has been recorded. Much has been said and written in
condemnation of this most ignoble and inhuman form of the abasement by
man of his fellows, each one of us here has roundly and unequivocally
condemned this evil. But what have these words accomplished? To what
results have our condemnations led? Of what effect have been our
attacks, our criticisms?

If we are truthful with ourselves, we
must admit that there yet remains far to go in eliminating racial
discrimination from our continent. We must, first of all, look to our
own efforts. We have declared that all economic ties with South Africa
must be terminated. Have we done so? We have declared that diplomatic
relations with Portugal must be severed. Do portuguese envoys still
grace African capitals? In both of these areas, have we acted in unity?

Since
this is fundamentally a human question, we can take heart in the fact
that at our side in our struggle against apartheid are ranged the vast
majority of human race. But to justify their support we must ourselves
scrupulously and militantly enforce the measures which we have agreed
upon. It is not the strength or the power or the determination of those
who oppose us that will delay success in this battle, but only the
weakness of our unity.

Heavy Task

Admittedly the task is
not an easy one. Immediate sacrifices are required. Ethiopia's ties
with Portugal stretch back to the 16th Century, and our relations with
that nation have always been amicable. It was not easy to request the
recall of the portuguese Ambassador accredited to our Court, but We did
so. Had We not, We could not stand before you today and declare that
Ethiopia has done what principle and conscience and the blood of our
brothers in South Africa, in Angola, in Mozambique, required of us.
Similarly Ethiopia has recognized the Provisional Government in Exile
established under the leadership of H. E. Mr. Holden Roberto.

It
may well be that even the united weight of the free nations of Africa
is inadequate to bring to their senses the governments of South Africa
and Portugal. Assistance is required - and it will be welcome, if it
comes without conditions.

Let us bring the combined pressure of
African influence to bear on those other nations of the world to whom
our friendship and goodwill are meaningful, who claim adherence to the
same principles of freedom and independence for all men that we uphold,
who affirm their support for our struggle against oppression. Let us
more effectively marshal our individual and collective forces to use
our influence, to exploit our position in various international organs,
to enlist their support in Africa's fight for freedom and development.
By combining our efforts with these others, freedom can come earlier to
our remaining dependent brothers. With their aid we can soon sweep the
stigma of racial discrimination from Africa.

Let there be no
mistake: the continued oppression of Africans on this continent and the
continued domination of our South African brothers because of race
constitute grave dangers which threaten the very foundations of the
unity we seek. We cannot rest while these twin evils live on.

These
are not the only dangers which threaten us. Disputes between African
states themselves constitute potentially serious obstacles in our path.
Foremost among the causes of such disputes are those of the sort which
have exacerbated relations during the past year between Morocco and
Algeria as well as between Ethiopia and Kenya and Somalia.

Accept Frontiers

At
Addis Ababa enough was said to demonstrate beyond doubt that Africans
are virtually unanimous in their agreement that only by acceptance of
the frontiers bequeathed to them by the colonialists can permanent
peace reign on our continent. The principle of respect for the
territorial integrity of states is repeated in the OAU's Charter no
less than three times, and it is only for us to observe it as
scrupulously as it deserves. Ethiopia supports this view, although she
herself suffered no less than others from the depredations of the
imperialists.

We must, however, go still further. The Charter
has accurately and adequately defined the principles to which we have
pledged our adherence. Africans, however, like all other peoples
possess not only virtues but weaknesses and it is perhaps inevitable
that differences will arise among us from time to time. Just as Africa,
as a single entity, and the several African states individually toil
for the peaceful settlement of disputes among states, so must we ensure
that disputes in Africa are settled peacefully. If our continent is not
free of internecine strife, how can we hope to influence others whose
disputes endanger the peace of the world?

In like manner, the
Charter's signatories have declared their adherence to the
complementary principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of
other states and this principle, too, must be rigidly observed if
conflict between Africans are to be avoided. It is all too often under
the guise of territorial disputes and through the medium of subversive
activity directed against legitimate governments that the foreign
influences which we seek to bar from our continent endeavour to exert
their power and establish for themselves a foothold from which to
expand their activities. We must guard against the insidious
substitution of one form of dominance and rule for another; we must be
vigilant to inhibit the growth of what is called neo-colonialism.

Neo-Colonialism

Neo-colonialism
today takes two forms: economic and political. We recognize that
economic dominance is not only often the more difficult to eliminate,
but often serves as the entering wedge for political domination. We
further recognize that, given the history of our continent, and the
conditions under which we came to freedom, it is not unusual that,
despite our best efforts, the economic independence which we seek is
long and difficult in coming. Long-established patterns of trade are
not easily or quickly reoriented. Let us not delude ourselves in
thinking that these facts, for such they are, are of no significance
for the future of Africa. But let us, at the same time, toil with all
our strength to alter them.

When we consider political
neo-colonialism, our desires, although perhaps no less difficult of
attainment, are at least easier of articulation. We seek to avoid a
rigid and inflexible posture which prejudices our position on the major
issues before the world. We seek to avoid alignment, to achieve true
non-alignment. Our late good friend, H. E. Prime Minister Nehru of
India, put it thus: "The only camp we should like to be in is the camp
of peace and goodwill." At Belgrade, in September of 1961, We stated
that the essence of non-alignment was to be impartial, impartial to
judge actions and policies objectively, as we see them either
contributing to or detracting from the resolution of the world's
problems, the preservation of peace and the improvement of the general
level of man's living conditions. Those who righteously denounce one
side on every major problem or issue while reserving nothing but praise
for the other cannot claim to be non-aligned, we may from one day to
the next find ourselves now opposing, now supporting, now voting
against, first the East, next the West. It is the worth of the policies
themselves, We Say, and not their source or sponsor, which determines
the position of one who is truly non-aligned.

Non-Alignment

We
repeat that non-alignment is in no way anti-Eastern, or anti-Western,
any more than it is anti-Northern or anti-Southern. It is neither anti-
nor pro- in any absolute fashion. It is largely affirmative, not
negative. It is for peace and freedom. It is for a decent standard of
living for all men. It is for the right of the people of any nation to
adopt that economic and political system which the majority of them
freely elect to follow. It is for the right of men and nations freely
to take their stand on the great issues of the day, as their
consciences and their sense of right and justice - and these alone -
dictate.

It should be clear, however, that as Africans embracing
this principle we are not choosing to form a third bloc, a supra-power
which can only speak with a single voice because it is controlled and
dictated by a single organ. What we seek to create is flexible, not
inflexible; a moral force to be used for world peace, for economic
development, for the benefit of humanity. We cannot impose our views by
force. We have only the power of moral persuasion. This is our strength
- and a great strength - if we will but use it.

And, finally,
there exists today, not for Africa alone but for all mankind, the
danger of the extinction of the human race by nuclear holocaust. We
have supported it in the past, and We reiterate now, that Africa must
be declared a denuclearized zone. We urge again that efforts to achieve
a progressive disarmament be redoubled. The limited nuclear test ban
treaty constitutes a step in this direction, but it should be but the
first of many. Our united efforts must be exerted to this end.

Some Objectives

What
must we do to transform our aspirations into reality, to overcome the
dangers to which We have referred, to advance to the destiny we have
marked out for ourselves: We have spoken in the past of some of the
concrete measures to be taken. The creation of a permanent machinery to
settle intra-African disputes is one such. We must take up where the
colonialists left off in transforming the social and economic patterns
of our nations. In order to decrease our economic dependence on the
developed nations, trade among Africa's nations must be expanded.
Transportation and communication facilities among us must be expanded
and improved. A unified African Development Programme which utilizes to
the fullest the individual resources of the individual African states
must be prepared and implemented. Techniques must be found and employed
for the most efficient and economic use of our resources and financial
means. In all of this, we can profit from the example of both the East
and West.

Is this enough? Let Us only say that if even a partial
measure of these programmes can be agreed upon here, our presence in
Cairo today Will have been more than justified.

We would,
however, add these last requirements! What is needed, above all, is
patience which accepts delays while striving to overcome them and
tolerance which comprehends our weaknesses, our selfish ambitions, and
our narrow self-interest, while seeking to strengthen our will and
stiffen our moral fibre and devotion to principle and international
morality: which can alone arm and shield and support us in the daily
strife which is our fate as we toil to better the lot of Africa and all
men everywhere. Unless we find the requisite courage and fixity of
purpose to rise above our petty selves; we shall be broken on the wheel
of our own invention, slaves of our own despotism. The spirit of
Africa, which surrounds our deliberations here, is deserving of the
greatness which Africa demands of it. Let us prove ourselves worthy of
it.





On Liberation: "The Golden Declaration"





Monday, January 22, 1940




The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


  Our people of Ethiopia! Listen!

Thanks be to Almighty God who is impartial to all, Who can break the arms of the strong and who stands by the oppressed.

When
Our long-time enemy, Italy, crossed Our border and occupied Our country
by aggressive force, We fought to defend Our country as much as We
could and then went to Europe to solicit help while you, patriots of
Ethiopia, continued the struggle and waited for Us fighting day and
night in the forests and mountains against the militarily superior
brutal enemy, in taking advantage of your natural heroism as your
greatest weapon, never putting aside your swords, abandoning your flag
or surrendering to alien rule.

As you now see, your five-year struggle has made it possible for you to witness the fruits of your efforts and sacrifices.

We
have told you before that We have brought for you with us, the aid of
Great Britain which promised Us to completely dispel Our enemy from Our
country and restore Our independence. Our happiness is boundless when
We announce to you that We have returned to Our beloved country, with
God's will, and to be present amidst Our people whom We have been
missing for some time.

Our people of Ethiopia!

You know how grim life is to people robbed of their government, independence and their motherland.

The
time has now come when each and everyone of us should protect and serve
Our beloved country, Ethiopia, with more zeal and vigour.

The
Almighty God has been merciful to all of Us. Therefore, We have given
mercy to those of you who, willingly or unwillingly, betrayed your
country and your Emperor while here or abroad, and We urge you,
wherever you may be, to raise your arms against the enemy who has come,
determined to destroy your race, confiscate your property and spoil
your name. Now you must throw him out of Ethiopia.

Italy is now
in great despair, pressured by Great Britain's air, sea and land forces
and those Italian soldiers remaining in Our country will not be beyond
the challenge of Our reliable patriotic forces.

We express Our
gratitude to the government and people of Great Britain, for all the
world to hear, on behalf of you and Ourselves, for the warm, generous
and cordial reception and welcome they accorded Us during Our most
trying period.

Long live independent Ethiopia! Long live Great Britain!





On Nomination of First Church Head, Archbishop Basilios





Friday, January 19, 1951




The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


We are thankful to God at tbe nomination of an Ethiopian to be the
Archbishop of Ethiopia, which accomplishment We consider to be of the
highest importance of all that We have done, during Our reign for the
benefit of the Ethiopian Church.

The
effort, undertaken several years ago, and the path We have had to
travel since, for the gradual attainment of complete authority for the
Ethiopian Church, has been too arduous to be forgotten.

At last,
the work willed by God has been accomplished, and He has given Our
independent nation a Church, endowed with authority, which ranks among
the free churches of the world. This accomplishment, which has taken
place during Our reign, constituted a matter of pride for Us as well as
for Our people. The monarchs of Our ancestry earnestly desired and
hoped to witness this event; and God has enabled Us to see realized the
hope, strengthened by faith.

Our congratulations go to Your
Grace that you are the first Ethiopian to be entrusted with such a high
and sacred duty during Our reign. An era of increased mutual respect
and coidiality has opened between the Ethiopian and Egyptian Orthodox
Churches.

Our thanks are due to His Holiness Yosab II, of the
Holy Seat of St. Mark, who consented to bring this matter to a
settlement, in the light of God's inspiration; We are happy to remark
that this ecclesiastical evolution, effected in Our age, points to our
common good luck.

Spiritual power is the eternal guide, in this
life and the life after, for man ranks supreme among all creatures. Led
forward by spiritual power, man can reach the summit destined for him
by the Great Creator.

In Your Grace is vested the responsibility
for the contribution of the Ethiopian Church. for its part, towards
giving the remedy for, and the spiritual comfort to, the wounds caused
by the evil in the world. Moreover, in particular, the duty is yours
for giving guidance to the Ethiopian people for their benefit in their
terrestrial as well celestial lives.

We earnestly hope that God grant you strength and His Grace to help you discharge the heavy duties that you shoulder.





Opening Address to the W.C.C.





Tuesday, January 12, 1971




The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


  Mr.Chairman, Eminences and Distinguished Members of the Central Committee,

It
is with feelings of great spiritual and personal happiness that We
witness the convening of this meeting of the Central Committee of the
World Council of Churches in Our capital city. 

This is
particularly so as it is more timely than ever for followers of Christ
to gather to deliberate on current vital issues affecting international
peace and justice. 

Man's egoistic motives and his selfish
desire to pursue exclusively his own individual interests, thus failing
in his God-given task of following the goal of the unity of all, is
witness to the feebleness of human nature, and constitutes the major
obstacle to the unity of all Christians towards which we strive.

How
long will we, who are disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, who are
taught by the same Holy Bible, continue to remain divided amongst
ourselves?

Realizing that the time has come for the Church of
Christ, divided for many centuries up till now, to come together in
unity and work together, it is imperative for all of us to strive
together, in accordance with the words of the Apostle, Ephesians,
Chapter 4, verses 5 and 6 to clear the way and open it up for the
realization of unity. Each church and all churches have the obligation,
derived from their covenant with God, to proclaim the Gospel, to make
disciples of all nations and thus to make the faith grow and bear fruit.

We
Christians living by the faith of Christ, the Head and Pillar on whom
the Church is founded, cannot escape the responsibility to work for the
peace of the world, and to ensure equality for all human beings created
by God, lest we fail in our duty by being mere passive witnesses to the
gruesome spectacle of human beings, created in the image of God, being
deprived by virtue of their color or their poverty, of the benefits and
blessings that are the birthright of every man and all men, and
suffering in agony, cast forth from the pale of full human existence.

Man
does not live by bread alone. The spiritual life does not deny,
however, the need for bread. Therefore, the spiritual life of humanity
must necessarily include the common aspiration of all of us for a
better standard of living and for greater improvement in the quality of
human existence.

May God our Creator, the Helper and guiding
Light of us all, grant you His wisdom that your meeting may bear fruit
for His glory. We sincerely wish you all success and pray that God may
lead you to that unity which Christians all over the world eagerly
await.





PAFMECA Conference





Friday, February 02, 1962




The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


It is a privilege for us Ethiopians to welcome in Our midst such a
distinguished gathering of African nationalist leaders and freedom
fighters of this region on the occasion of the opening of the
Conference of the Pan-African Freedom Movement of East and Central
Africa here in our Capital city of Addis Ababa. This is not the first
time that Addis Ababa has acted as a host to African leaders, and the
results achieved during past Conferences give cause for pride and a
sense of accomplishment on the part of those who took part in them. We
are equally certain that this Conference, which convenes today, will
contribute significantly to the goals of African Independence and Unity.

We
specially welcome the Delegations of the newly independent sister
African State of Tanganyika, whose leader Mr. Julius Nyerere has played
such a prominent role in the initiation and promotion of the ideals of
P.A.F.M.E.C.A. We are also happy to note that P.A.F.M.E.C.A. is drawing
into its folds, for the first time since its inception, several
Independent African States namely, Tanganyika, the Sudan, Somalia and
Ethiopia. This will no doubt be a strong factor to accelerate the
freedom movement of Our region. The fact that new nations are
recognizing the importance of this movement and the impact which it can
have in shaping the future region should be a source of satisfaction
and encouragement to us all.

This Conference meets at a critical
juncture in the historical development of the countries of East and
Central Africa. While we rejoice at the recent accession to
independence of several African Countries, we are full of hope and
confidence that the remaining dependent territories, who find
themselves under colonial rule, will soon find themselves amidst us as
members of a community of free nations.

Ethiopia, as the oldest
independent African State, has had bitter experiences in maintaining
the continuity of that Independence down throughout the centuries. The
bitter struggle our country had to pass through in the l9th and 20th
centuries, when our own very survival as a sovereign and independent
African State was threatened, is well known. This struggle reached its
climax when one of the then principal colonial powers launched
unprovoked aggressions against Ethiopia in 1896 and in 1935. But the
bravery and gallantry of the Ethiopian nationalist forces which were
amply displayed in those years not only saved our country but also
contributed to a substantial degree to the liberation of Africa. In her
struggles, Ethiopia fought not only for herself but for ad Africa, and
the triumph of this Continent over the forces of imperialism and
colonialism is in some small measure a vindication and a record for the
hardships and perils of years past.

Source of Inspiration

It
is a historical fact that Ethiopia's struggle against colonialism and
imperialism has been a source of inspiration to all the coloured
peoples of the world. This struggle of Ethiopia had earned her the
active opposition of all the colonial powers who had systematically
followed a policy of containing and isolating Ethiopia from the rest of
Africa. This was accompanied by a continuous barrage of hostile
propaganda misrepresenting Ethiopian reality to the outside world and
particularly Africa. However, this policy was frustrated and Ethiopia
continued to egoist as a sovereign and independent country though the
threat had never been removed. During this period the relentless
struggle of our people to maintain the independence of their country
had won the sympathy and moral support of the entire world and gave
meaning and form to the present Pan-African Movement. At this point it
would be fitting to pay tribute to such distinguished personalities as
Mr. Jomo Kenyatta, Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, Dr. W. E. Du
Bois, and others who had completely identified themselves with our
struggle against colonialism and imperialism in trying years.

It
is common knowledge that after the close of the second World War the
African Liberation Movement had gathered momentum and penetrated the
length and breadth of the entire continent of Africa. In the period
since the war we have seen the birth of over twenty-six independent
African States, who have gained full membership in the U. N. and this
number will undoubtedly go on increasing as each year sees the
emergence of still more new states to independence. Ethiopia

is justly proud of the role she has played in this development.

New African Nations

Next
October we will be happy to welcome Uganda into the community of
Independent African States. We are confident that after the next
constitutional conference which is due to take place in two weeks time,
Kenya's independence too as a unified State will not be unnecessarily
delayed. Despite the recent unfortunate events that have taken place in
Ruanda-Urundi and the setback the African nationalists have suffered in
the loss of their dedicated nationalist leader, the late Prince
Rwagasore, we have to hope that Ruanda-Urundi will attain its cherished
goal of independence in March 1962 in accordance with the United
Nations resolutions.

However, when we turn our attention to the
Rhodesias and the Portuguese Colonies of Angola and Mozambique and
others we find the prospects rather gloomy. The recent banning of the
National Democratic Party led by Mr. Joshua Nkomo in Southern Rhodesia,
and the arrest and imprisonment of many of its leading members did not
pass without arousing the indignation of all freedom loving peoples.

The
situation in Northern Rhodesia is equally grave. There too we find the
United National Independent Party, which has the support of the African
majority of that country led by the distinguished nationalist leader
Mr. Kenneth Kaunda, banned and suppressed in some parts of the country.
We deplore the measures taken by the colonialist regime to frustrate
legitimate African aspirations for justice, freedom and independence.
We are sure that ultimately our African brothers there will emerge
victorious and attain the goal they have set for themselves.

Task Unfinished

Compared
with these two territories the prospects in Nyasaland look somewhat
brighter. But even there we are aware that much still remains to be
done. We extend, therefore, our wholehearted support and encouragement
to our distinguushed brother, the honourable Dr. Hastings Banda, in his
endeavour to assure African majority rule in his country.

The
situation in Zanzibar too merits our full attention. It is of paramount
importance in our view that the African majority of that island nation
be allowed to play the leading role in shaping the destiny of their
country unhindered by outside interference and intrigue.

As
regards the tragic situation obtaining in Angola, Mozambique and the
others, we deplore Portugal's policy of suppression of unanned and
defenseless peaceful African inhabitants who have no other fault than
demanding their right of self-determination and independence. In our
view, the Portuguese colonies are non-self-governing terdtories and all
the good that Portugal can do in the interest of peace is to co-operate
with the United Nations and comply with its resolutions and negotiate
with the nationalist leaders with a view to working out the programme
and time-table of its colonies' accession to independence.

With
respect to the question of the future status of Bechuanaland, Swaziland
and Basutoland, we are disturbed by the slow pace of political,
constitutional, economic and social progress of our fellow Africans in
these territories It is incumbent upon Great Britain to apply the same
wisdom it had applied to its former colonies in Africa and Asia and
likewise to speed up the political and constitutional advance of the
African inhabitants of these territories so as to assure their early
accession to independence.

The apartheid policy of the racist
government of the white minority in South Africa continues to subject
our African brothers, who constitute the overwhelming majority in that
country, to untold humiliation and oppression.

So much has been
said in the past about sanctions and measures to be taken against South
Africa, but unfortunately little has been done to force the Union
Government to change its policy. It is therefore imperative that all
those who have the interest of the Africans at heart should start
thinking in new lines in order to effectively assist our African
brothers to deliver them out of the bondage under which they find
themselves at present in that unhappy country.

The unfortunate
condition in which our African brothers find themselves in South-West
Africa under the notorious and deplorable policy of apartheid and
ruthless administration of South Africa is equally depressing and
intolerable. However, we are convinced that before long the continued
efforts of the United Nations and the legal proceedings instituted at
the International Court of Justice by Our Government and that of Our
sister State of Liberia will bear fruit.

The Congo Crisis

Nineteen
months have now elapsed since the Republic of the Congo (Leopoldville)
acceded to independence, but because of persistent foreign interference
in its internal affairs that sister African State has not been able so
far to consolidate its unity and to enjoy the blessings of its
independence. Consequently the intervention of the United Nations in
the Congo was made necessary in order to assist the Central Government
to restore law and order and to maintain the territorial integrity of
the country. But while we appreciate the immense difficulties posed by
disruptive outside interference, nevertheless the task of reintegrating
the administration of the territory largely remains the responsibility
of the Congolese themselves Certain of Our Congolese brothers should
let history pass a severe judgment on them because of their seeming
lack of patriotism at these critical moments. All those who aspire to
leadership in that sister country should realize that they will be
accountable 

to posterity for all their activities. Should they
proceed on thdr present course of dissection and internecine strife,
they would continue to be a pawn of neo-colonialist diplomacy and thus
endanger not only their country but also the entire continent of
Africa. We therefore call upon them to take heed of this solemn warning
and 

pursue the best interests of their country and that of Africa.

Pan-Africanism

As
we have stated earlier a greater part of Africa has got rid of colonial
rule. But colonialism has left behind various problems. It has fostered
tribal, religious and linguistic differences with the deliberate
intention of preoccupying African States with quamls among themselves
and obstructing their development programmes and thus creating
conditions for neocolonialism to thrive. The Africans have advanced the
concept of Pan-Africanism as the best method of resolving African
problems and of further strengthening African Independence and Unity.

Ethiopia
has fully identified herself with the Pan-African Movement, in the
furtherance of which cause she has already proposed at the 16th session
of the General Assembly of the United Nations the establishment of the
Organization of African States. We are pleased to state that this same
proposal has received unanimous acceptance by the Independent African
States at the recent Conference in Lagos. You are now meeting here to
lay the foundation for the establishment of a regional federation of
the East and Central African countries. Although this objective
presupposes the total emancipation of the territories of Our region,
most of which still finds itself under Colonial rule, this should not
hinder the already Independent States of our region from going ahead
and working out the practical arrangements that would give form and
substance to this objective.

The eyes of all Africa and indeed
of the world are focused upon this Conference and it is Our earnest
hope that the outcome of your deliberations will measure up to the
expectations of the peoples of this region and indeed the whole of
Africa.

Africa, together with the rest of the non-aligned world,
has emerged as a positive force for peace and harmony on our planet.
While striving to realize our aspirations and ideals, therefore, all
our efforts and resources should as well be directed towards the
advancement of this all-important aim. May God grant you the wisdom in
your endeavour to accomplish the task before you.





Passing of Empress Menen





Thursday, February 15, 1962




The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


We are pleased with the speech Our Prime Minister delivered yesterday
on behalf of Our Ministers and Our people concerning the demise of Her
Imperial Majesty Itegue Menen in which he adequately described her
kindness and virtues.

All
of you knew her well but she was more intimately known by I. She was
devoutly religious and did not lose her faith even in the time of
hardship. During the memorable days of Our companionship We never had
differences that needed the intervention of others. As Sarah was to
Abraham, so was she obedient to I. Our wishes were mutual until we were
separated by the Almighty. Her assistance for the good of the young,
the old and the needy requires no testimony for they are greater than
thoughts and words.

We have been extremely pleased to live long
enough in the perfect union that enabled us to see our offspring, our
grandchildren and our great grandchildren. We are thankful to the
Almighty for having vouchsafed to us that long uninterrupted union
which is not very common in the world today: There could be no more
profound prayer for I to utter.

In spite of Our utmost efforts
efforts to save her life in her time of illness, she was overtaken by
the fate of Adam and passed away.

We cannot fly in the face of
the Almighty, nor can We afford to be idle. Now that the time of
mourning has come to an end, the public and our officials must attend
to their duties. As idleness is injurious to the welfare of the
country, as from Monday everyone should return to his work.

A
large number of people have come from the Provinces to take part in Our
mourning. Since We do not wish them to continue because this will
disrupt normal life, it would be better for them to send two or three
representatives with letters.

We are deeply touched by the expressions of grief both on the part of Our people and the foreign communities.

This
is not the first time that Our people have joined Us in Our mourning.
When Our beloved son, Prince Makonnen, passed away they expressed their
grief in no less measure that We ourselves. They have even contributed
of their own free will to erect a monument in his honour.

We pray the Almighty shall recompense you for your deeds.

When
Itegue was sick the general public, following the events through the
radio, shared Our anxiety. To the doctors and her personal attendants
We owe a debt for their untiring assistance. May these tears We shed be
accepted by God as price for peace in Ethiopia and in the world.





People are Wealth of Nation





Friday, August 28, 1959




The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


The prosperity of each individual constitutes the wealth of our nation
which will eventually enable us to expand the schools and hospitals we
have established for the welfare of our people. The expansion of public
health services will decrease the mortality rate and increase our
population.

Just
as a farm that is not taken care of cannot be free of weeds, so is also
the development of a society. It cannot be denied that there are some
people who have scrupulously or unscrupulously attempted to acquire or
have succeeded in acquiring wealth. If the wealth of a person is not
for the general welfare, what will he gain for himself and his
offspring but grudging and hatred? The fruits of one's sweat and mental
labour are always rewarding, not only to oneself but also to succeeding
generations. Be resolute in your work and attempt to complete whatever
you undertake; if you face failure, try again and persist in your
determination to attain your aim. Develop a healthy pursuit of life and
do not limit your efforts to satisfying your selfish desires.

Our
youth, in particular, must be steadfast and take advantage of the
benefits of modern civilisation. Do not fall a prey to idleness, for it
will be a curse to you and to succeeding generations. You must set
yourselves up as examples of determination and hard work. Plan your
time and use both your physical and mental powers purposefully and
productively.

We must remember that man's achievements in the
field of wireless communications, aviation, medical science and many
other fields have been accomplished through the ages by patience and
hard work, diligence, perseverance and tenacity. It is in the light of
these facts that we urge our youth to struggle constantly and
unceasingly to achieve their aims.
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Planning is the basis of the rational and sustained use of capital,
manpower and time in the acceleration of economic development.

The history of planning shows that no pioneer plans were ever executed even partially, much less wholly.

Planning is indispensable for the rational utilization of both a nation's resources and foreign aid or loans.

As
a basis of, and working procedure for, a national socio-economic
policy, a plan is a means whereby a nation can be developed through the
rational utilization of manpower and machinery for the most important
aspects of he country's needs.

The execution of any such plan
needs, however, national participation. You must ensure that in your
desire to achieve immediate goals, long term considerations of equal or
greater importance are not ignored or irrevocably prejudiced. Plan your
time and use both your physical and mental powers purposefully and
productively. Military planning for the security of this continent must
be undertaken in common within a collective framework.






Radhakrishan Receives Degree From H.S.I.U.
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On the occasion of Your Excellency's visit to Our country it gives Us
special pleasure to receive you at this institution itself dedicated to
the pursuit of knowledge and truth. It is altogether fitting that Your
Excellency should be the focus of this occasion, for Your Excellency
has yourself since your youth been dedicated to that cause. Your marked
achievement to the august rank of Professor at the youthful age of
twenty-eight, your consistent endeavour to pursue knowledge and the
numerous books that have flowed from your pen, to this bear witness.

Today
more than ever before man realizes the bond of unity that exists within
the race; he is endeavouring to employ the accumulated knowledge and
wisdom of the ages. He is employing modern science and technology; he
is reaping the benefits, however limited, of political and economic
unity; and to that extent, he is transcending the age-old barriers that
have divided the race so long and is endeavouring to reflect on the
welfare not only of himself and his immediate neighbour but also on the
welfare of all the human race. This endeavour is in harmony with the
spirit of the mystics of ages gone by "...in the mystic traditions of
the different religions we have a remarkable unity of the spirit.
Whatever religions they may profess they are spiritual kinsmen. While
the different religions in their historical forms bind us to limited
groups and militate against the development of loyalty to the world
community, the mystics have always stood for the fellowship of
humanity," so Your Excellency has taught us. And in an effort to carry
out this teaching to pursue truth - to promote those bonds common to
the human race - Your Excellency has dedicated your whole life. To free
the human race from superstition and fear that originate from
ignorance; to enable him to transcend the apparent obstacles of race
and religion; and to help him recognize the blood-ties of the whole
human race, Your Excellency has laboured. To this generation, so
tormented between modern knowledge and ancient faith, your scrupulous
studies have pointed the way by which man may be saved from traditional
superstition and modern scepticism.

Were the thoughts of Plato
and Socrates, the beliefs of Christianity and Judaism not harmonized
with Hindu philosophy; were Yoga and its various stages not exposed to
Western thought; had Western religion and philosophy not been exposed
to the philosophy and religion of the East through Your Excellency's
persistent endeavour, how much the poorer would human thought have been!

In
the history of the human race, those periods which later appeared as
great have been the periods when the men and the women belonging to
them had transcended the differences that divided them and had
recognized in their membership in the human race a common bond. Your
Excellency's constant endeavour to challenge this generation to
transcend its differences. to recognize its common bond and to work
towards a common goal has doubtless made this age pregnant with
greatness. It is, therefore, in recognition of these labours that We,
with unequalled pleasure, bestow upon Your Excellency the degree of
Doctor of Letters, honoris causa.





Reply to Chief Sudanese Negotiators
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We all know the difficulties which the Sudan faced. The government of
the Republic of the Sudan is to be congratulated for its efforts in
finding a peaceful solution to the South Sudan problem. We are
extremely happy that both sides of the nation, the north and the south,
were able to conduct the talks in a spirit of the noble mission of
national interest and not just for short-run interests.

This
is why the attention of Africa was focused on the delicate and happily
successful negotiations which were conducted in our Capital city.

We
and Our government are extremely happy that a peaceful solution has
been found to the southern problem. The understanding which prevailed
during the talks showed that both sides of the nation were able to
concentrate on the larger interest of a united Sudan. They were not
misled by short-term and by purely personal gain, but by the vision of
a peaceful and prosperous future for all the people of the Sudan. This
is what prevailed during your talks that have just successfully
concluded here.

This is as it should be, for when brothers
quarrel, as it happens from time to time, they come together and
discuss the issues concerned in a very open manner and attempt to
arrive at mutually agreed solutions. We are most delighted that the
Sudan achieved this today.

We have expressed to Your Excellency
that the unity and territorial integrity of Sudan is a matter of
supreme national interest to Ethiopia. We say this because the stronger
a nation is, it would be in a better position to consolidate its
national interests, establish brotherly relations with its neighbours
and contribute, in a significant way, to the maintenance of peace and
security. We have often said that more closer co-operation between our
two nations is a matter of national interest to our two peoples: thus
Ethiopia has an interest in the national unity and political
independence of the brotherly people of the Sudan.

Division — Colonial Legacy

In
the past, one could say the divisions that existed in the ranks of
Africans were due in some measures to the legacy of colonial
administration. The manner in which they administered their former
territories, the manner in which they attempted to indicate divisions
among African peoples along tribal lines, sometimes along lines of
special interest, were designed to perpetuate their colonial system.
Africa has now awakened to this evil legacy of colonialism.

All
of us realize that if nations are to be divided along tribal lines and
then along village lines — for in each tribe there are again
sub-divisions — then we have autonomous villages which cannot defend
themselves and which cannot work as a nation. These weak units in turn
weaken Africa, and the continent will be vulnerable to colonial-type
exploitation.

The strengthening of a nation and, indeed, that of
amalgamating the various sub-groups in African nations contribute to
make that nation viable and strong. When a nation is strong, the
interests of the ethnic groups within it are protected. This is a
lesson that we must learn in Africa, for there are those forces of evil
which wish greater dissension in the African ranks. But we know our
interest lie in consolidating the national interest of each African
country and in consolidating the interests of African countries on a
continental basis.

We have often said that African Unity cannot
be realized if there is division and dissension within its component
parts — nations. The agreement that has been reached by the government
of the Sudan and the South Sudan in Our capital city is of more than
momentary importance. It augurs well for all the peoples in this part
of the world and for all the peoples of Africa at large.

The
tangible results achieved in the talks held here in the last two weeks
show that man is basically rational when faced with grave issues which
affect the unity, the prosperity of his homeland. This our friends have
been able to achieve today. We look with admiration at the policies
pursued by H.E. President El-Ni-meiri. We can say it is a rational
policy of reconciliation and a policy for the pursuit of peace. We pay
tribute to his efforts in this regard and We are happy that he is
succeeding in his policies of creating greater understanding within his
country as well as with the neighbouring nations.

We feel that
the fragmentation of a nation along tribal and ethnic lines is contrary
to the will of survival and to the force of logic, because even for the
tribes to survive they must stand together. Hence fragmentation along
tribal lines is contrary to the nation's survival, for there is no
tribe strong enough by itself to defend its interests. Fragmentation is
indeed contrary to the laws of nature itself.

In this
connection, We would like to express Our gratitude and the gratitude of
Our nation to the distinguished members of the World Council of
Churches, who have contributed so much to bring the parties together
and who were instrumental in reaching the happy results we witness
today. We salute them on this auspicious occasion. They represent the
best tradition of the Church — the pursuit of peace and the promotion
of brotherly relations among their fellow men. All the sacrifices that
they have made and the manner in Which they discharged their duties
deserve them sincere congratulations.

We would also wish to
thank Your Excellency for the very kind words that you have said. We
will do everything within Our power to help execute the understanding
that has been reached between the two sides in Our capital city. May
God help you in consolidating the interests of your nation.

Goodwill Prevailed

Without
goodwill on both sides, today's agreement would not have been possible.
What has been achieved shows the magnanimity of the people of Southern
Sudan and the government and people of the country. The agreement
towards accommodating the interests of all concerned in such vital
questions calls for greater understanding and goodwill. Understanding
between two groups within a nation is not an easy task. We are
delighted that you have been successful in reaching such an
understanding.

Although We were not present in all of your
deliberations, nevertheless, We were there with you in spirit. The
occasion that brought you here today is a triumph to the government of
the Sudan, the people of Southern Sudan and to Ethiopia. It has been
said that no one can put asunder what God has joined together. And this
has been manifested today by the understanding and good spirit which
prevailed during the successful talks between brotherly peoples.

In
reply to a speech by Canon Burgess Carr, who presented a copy of the
Addis Ababa agreement on Southern Sudan to the Emperor on behalf of the
World Council of Churches, His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I said:

As
We have said earlier, We are very grateful for the part the World
Council of Churches and the All-Africa Conference of Churches have
played in bringing the two brothers together. As instruments of God,
you have carried out His Will for peace and justice. You were able to
bring two brothers together again. What joy is there more than this?
What you have done is of a lasting value.

This, you managed to
do in accordance with the dictates of our Creator, Who said to you, the
leaders of His church: "Go and teach men to live in peace, in justice
and in brotherhood". And you have carried out the Will of the Lord.

You would not have succeeded in your deliberations if the blessing and goodwill of God did not prevail in the meeting.

May
God bless this agreement and its execution for the interest of all the
people of the Sudan. And so once again, We extend our gratitude to the
World Council of Churches, to the All-Africa Conference of Churches and
to all church groups who were involved in this noble undertaking.
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  The ultimate resource of a nation is its people.

Unless
this resource is employed for the benefit of the nation, unless the
latent good which it represents is exploited to the maximum for the
common good the nation will languish, poor in spirit, lacking in
achievement.

But no people can make their full contribution to
the life of the nation to which they owe allegiance unless they possess
and enjoy those few fundamental prerequisites indispensable to
rendering their participation in the affairs of their country both
possible and significant.

The growth of a people is complex and
inter-related. Man must be educated; he cannot come to grips with or
cope with or understand the modern world unless he has been taught
about it. He must be assured of a minimum economic security; concern
himself with matters going beyond the day-to-day satisfaction of his
physical needs. unless he is fed and clothed and sheltered, nor can he
acquire a sufficient degree of social consciousness to be able to
support his own personal interests to the good of the nation and the
development of its society.

Freedom, liberty, the rights of man - these mean little to the ignorant, the hungry, the ill-clothed, the badly housed.

It
is our desire to see a much larger number of our young people
benefitting from the resources we have our own and have received as aid
from abroad, and our young people graduating in the fields of
technology and industrial relation.

It is essential that,
however great the sacrifice needed to curb economic stagnation may be,
available resources be as judiciously used as possible on a carefully
selected list of priorities.






Responsibility
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It is both the duty and responsibility of the world's fortunate few to
help fulfil the legitimate aspirations of the unfortunate many. As
man's faculty attains higher level of development and sophistication,
so do his wants in life. As generations come and go, those assuming
responsibility for the period do not cease to try and improve on the
past in order to meet newly arising demands. In this respect, it is
quite evident that to march with the time members of the coming
generation should build on what their forefathers have bequeathed to
them.

It
is because the present generation is cherishing and keeping intact what
it has received from the past that it has succeeded in attaining its
present stage of development, by making the necessary changes and
improvements called for by conditions now existing. This would require
great foresight and the-work accomplished as far as regards to this
task of great responsibility is no small matter. It has been fulfilled
as a result of God's blessing and His Divine guidance.

It is
both the responsibility of the governor as well as elders to create
harmony among the people in initiating them to discuss their common
problems and work towards the problems and the betterment of their
standard of living.

It is the duty of teachers to direct the
thought and outlook as well as mould the character of their students.
For this reason, the responsibility of teachers in training
student-teachers aimed at the future progress and development of our
country and the proper upbringing of students, could hardly be
underestimated.

In the age in which we are living especially
when different philosophies of life are competing against another, the
responsibility of teachers has been even more exacting. Those who will
be serving the people in future should follow this same path in
endeavouring to develop their country and maintain her freedom. This is
one of the main responsibilities of teachers.

In this age when
man, through his knowledge of science, has created dangerous weapons to
destroy himself the responsibility of the great powers for the
maintenance of world peace is well known to everyone. We believe that
the exchange of visits by statesmen to talk over matters on which their
points of view will greatly help remove the misunderstandings and
mistrust prevailing among States.





Revised Amharic Bible
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The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


Ethiopia. an island of Christianity, is recorded in history as having
received first the Old Testament, and then the New Testament earlier
than most of the countries of the world. When, in Old Testament times,
she received the Law, and when, in New Testament times, she received
the Gospel, she ensured that the Scriptures were translated into the
ancient language of Ge'ez. From those times to this, various books both
of spiritual and material profit have periodically been compiled and
written in Ge'ez. We remember with deep gratitude those fathers of old
who, as time and opportunity allowed, worked with much care and labour
and have left us books for the preservation of the Faith and for the
increase of learning and knowledge. 

In
former ages. Ge'ez was the language of the country and so. even without
an interpreter, the people had no difficulty in examining and
understanding the books; but just as one age succeeds another, so
Amharic, Which sprang from Ge'ez, gradually grew until it became the
Common speech of the people, taking the place of Ge'ez. At that time.
Ge'ez was understood by the learned People of the Church. but was not
readily understood by the ordinary people. Arising from this, the
scholars in their preaching and work have for centuries been forced in
their teaching to interpret from Ge'ez into Amharic. And these
conditions prevailed until Our own times. 

Since the time when,
by God's goodness, We were chosen to ascend the Throne of Ethiopia and
while We have been leading Our people to progress in learning and
knowledge, We have laboured in every way possible with an eye to their
growth in spiritual and material learning and knowledge. In. order to
reach this goal, and realizing that the first necessity was to have the
Scriptures translated into Amharic and printed in bulk, in 1918 when We
were still Heir to the Throne and Regent, We chose from amongst the
scholars some to translate the Scriptures and to produce the
translation alongside the Ge'ez. After this, too, at Our private
expense We had a printing machine brought from Europe, established a
Printing Press, and began to have books printed. Some of the books
which We caused to be printed in Ge'ez and Amharic at that time, read
in churches and homes, have been found profitable to the establishment
of faith and to spiritual strengthening. After that, noting that the
mind of the people continued to grow in understanding, We arranged for
a word-for-word translation into Amharic of the books of the Old and
New Testaments. Our scholars completed the translation and presented it
to Us in 1931. and We ordered its printing. While the book was still in
the Press, however, enemy aggression in 1935 halted the work. Even so,
when in exile in London, We gave permission for this same Bible to be
printed by photo-offset, and it was duly issued. By this Book. Our
Ethiopian subjects in exile in many countries held fast to their faith
and presented their petitions to Almighty God as they awaited the
restoration of Ethiopia. 

When, all honour and praise be to
God, We had brought about the liberation of Ethiopia and had entered
Our Empire, realizing that there ought to be a revision from the
original Hebrew and Greek of the existing translation of the Bible, We
chose scholars qualified for the work of Biblical training and on March
6th, 1947 set up a Bible Committee in Our Palace. The Committee worked
with diligence for some five years, and on April 19th. 1952 presented
the translation to Us. We give heartfelt thanks to all who helped Us in
this work. All the ancient Scriptures were written for Our instruction,
in order that through the encouragement they give Us, we may maintain
Our hope with fortitude. Because We desire that the light which comes
from the Scriptures may shine to all, this Bible by Our command and
will has been revised and printed in the Thirty-First year of Our
reign.
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The people themselves must come to realize their own difficulties in
the development of their community and try to solve them by collective
participation following an order of priority and taking their
potentiality into account.

It
is well known to you all that recognizing one's problems and striving
hard to challenge them is a mark of an attempt at self-sufficiency.
Self help in the benefits to be acquired through education, will save
the individual from asking someone's assistance.






Speech at Asmara University
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Life is full of trials and tribulations and man in his struggle to
survive and guide his own destiny has to be prepared to meet its many
challenges, particularly in our modern world. Education can harness
man's immense potential and enable him to be better equipped in his
life-long pursuit so he can utilize his strength and intellect to the
highest use. Mankind has benefited from this through the ages. 

Much
as a man has progressed in the scientific and technological fields he
has not made a parallel endeavor to enrich himself spiritually. The
materialism of today is over-riding the spiritual values to the extent
that today we observe a lot of unrest and social upheavals which have
become common phenomena the world over. Unless humanity reverts to the
time honored values which have enabled past generations to overcome
with courage the adversities they had encountered in their daily lives,
we shall not only be failing ourselves but posterity as well. In order
to advance in our respective undertakings and set ourselves on the
right path we have to learn and draw abundantly from the great
spiritual heritage which our fathers and forefathers have bequeathed to
us. This can give us strength and a sense of continuity which are
essential for progress and development. Learning and profound knowledge
nurture noble character and impart wisdom.

The family unit and
educational establishments have great responsibilities in these
endeavors for they are the basis of national progress and prosperity.
The harvest of life is character which grows with time and it is this
very factor that determines one's destiny and future. We shall always
bear this in mind and in so doing, we shall avoid personal disaster and
will not bring adverse influence on others.

It is Our expressed
hope that the education which you have acquired here will enable you,
the graduating class, to face with determination the challenges that
you are to encounter in your future assignments so that you will be a
positive contribution to the growth and development of your country.
You should be well aware of the fact that it is not mere academic
achievement that is expected of you. Your knowledge and training,
unless put to proper and practical use, will be wasted like hoarded
money and you will be no better in this regard than the uneducated.
Higher education which you have been fortunate to pursue entails heavy
responsibilities and obligations. 

As the measure of your
growth in your respective lines of studies remains to be revealed in
your future careers, you should now be prepared to render dedicated
services commensurate with the education you have had here. Throughout
your life your competence will be gauged by the tasks you are to
accomplish and you shall be rewarded accordingly. It is, therefore your
primary duty to work hard in order to make sure that the result of your
labors are worthy of the efforts spent on your education. People who
have had the good opportunity of the education you have had should
always adopt a rational and far-sighted approach to problems which they
may face in the course of their careers and should likewise endeavor to
find lasting solutions for them which are adaptable and applicable to
local conditions. In the future you have to serve your beloved country
with sincerity and revealing faithfulness in accordance with the Golden
Rule, Love thy neighbor as thyself, for it is only then that you can be
useful to yourselves and of service to your fellow countrymen.

There
is nothing more worthwhile and rewarding in life than to work for the
benefit of others. One can derive more pleasure from giving than from
receiving. We believe that each and every one of you who in leaving
this institution for his or her respective calling has come to realize
that education is seldom prized merely on account of its usefulness to
individuals. Nor is it intended to be a mere ornament and a mark of
distinction and prominence to the persons who are fortunate to receive
it. Those who have had the opportunity to learn should always be at the
disposal of those who have not had its benefit. Therefore, it is not
only the individual but the community at large which should benefit
from the virtues of education. The words of the Holy Bible, Give and it
shall be given unto you, are worth observing in your daily lives. This
momentous event should be a time in which you should reflect and pose
to yourselves the questions, what kind of service are we going to
render to our country and what do we intend to accomplish in life? It
is our firm belief that if you forego self-love and self-indulgence and
break away from worldly desires and you will be able to make great
contributions to your family, community and country.

It is not
long since the university was established. However, within this short
span of time it has been able to develop and expand its facilities and
services with admiration. These have been made possible because of the
tenacity and dedication of the president and staff of this university.
We deeply appreciate their endeavors and also wish to thank the
government and people of Italy for their continued generous grants and
contributions which have definitely helped the growth and progress of
this university. We are also aware that His Holiness Pope Paul VI has
been providing assistance to this university.

May the Almighty bless and guide the members of the graduating class of this year and crown their future with success.
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The British Foreign Minster, Lord Halifax, after admitting the
existence of resistance fighters in Ethiopia and expressing the British
government's commitment to hold inviolate the Charter of the League of
Nations with regard to the Ethiopian affair, [then] suggested that
member governments make their decisions as they saw fit. Thereafter,
since We were unable to address the council due to illness, Ato Lorenzo
Taezaz read Our speech in Our behalf:

Your
Excellency Mr. President, the Ethiopian people, denied any kind of
assistance, are marching the path of the cross alone. The victims are
doomed to carry the brunt of the humiliation brought on them by the
iniquities of the aggressor. To fulfill the wishes of the aggressor,
all kinds of strategems have been designed so that Ethiopia's expulsion
from the League of Nations might appear consistent with the League's
procedures. For three years, the [Ethiopian] issue has remained before
the world as if it were the paramount concern of all governments...Can
the rule of law overcome coercion or is force going to be allowed to
subdue lawfulness? Ethiopia, victimized unjustifiably by an aggressor,
had placed her confidence in the Charter...of the League...She has not
received the assistance which she deserves or which has been pledged to
her. She has watched with grief while...agreements...crumbled one after
the other. The small governments, recognizing their weakness, have
abandoned Ethiopia in fear of the aggressor's vengeance. They wailed in
a voice of shock and defeat, saying, save yourself if you are able. In
doing so...they vainly thought they would please the aggressor and free
themselves from the obligations of the treaties concerning the
maintenance of security of which they were signatories. As a result,
they demolished the fundamental principles on which their very
existence was based. They tore down the Charter of the League and the
Treaty of Paris [Versailles, June 1919], the very agreements that
ensured their independence and deterred aggression. After rendering the
treaties ...worthless, [how] can they feel the responsibility of living
up to their obligations?

Acts of aggression have become rampant.
They are multiplying and infecting many. Some governments are engaged
in full-scale struggle. Many others feel the threat. Fear reigns in the
world. Those who already have been prey and those who are being haunted
by aggressors, tremble anticipating what is yet to come. They endeavor
to maintain their lives by trying to placate the governments whom they
consider as their potential assailants. The good work of the League of
Nations is being destroyed. The weak nations present as an excuse their
feebleness and their fear of being abandoned as Ethiopia was. As the
lesser of two evils, they render submission to the aggressor. May God
have mercy on them.

To those governments who responsibly
assisted Us since the day Our travail began, and reaffirmed their
commitment to the preservation of the Charter of the League of Nations
in strong and unrelenting terms, I extend my profound gratitude in the
name of my people in appreciation of their unwavering friendship. The
people of Ethiopia are deeply heartened by the actions of those great
nations who publicly asserted their resolve to protect the Charter...to
respect the treaties of the League, and to uphold the sanctity of the
agreements that laid the foundation for good work in the world.

The
Ethiopian affair has come before the Council...as if it were the most
important issue in the world. Yet, the discussion has been distorted by
unsubstantiated [Italian-inspired] hearsay in anticipation of how it
would affect the situation within Ethiopia. The truth is, however, that
it was presented to render credible the Rome agreement of April
16,1938, in which the British Ambassador communicated the following to
the Italian Minster of Foreign Affairs.

His Majesty's Government
would like to make it known to Your Excellency that, with regard to
recognizing Italy's claim over Ethiopia, it is the wish of the British
government to obviate any predicament that might seem to jeopardize the
sovereignty of member states. So it is the intention of [His Majesty's
Government] to scrutinize the views of the member states at the up
coming meeting of the League of Nations Council.

The action was
taken to confirm the 5th, 6th and 7th addenda to the agreement reached
between Britain and Italy on April 16, 1938. The 5th addendum dealt
with Lake Tana. The 6th focused on the military service of the people
in Italian East Africa. According to the agreement and the addenda, the
British government put itself under the legal obligation of recognizing
Italy's claim over Ethiopia. By the memorandum written on April 16,
1938 the British government made a doubly binding commitment to Italy.
It undertook to speak persuasively in order to counter the adverse
implications [of Ethiopia's changed status] on the sovereignty of other
member states, should they recognize Italy's claims over Ethiopia.

As
such, the League's Council is being requested to rescind the resolution
protecting sovereignty voted by the League's General Assembly on March
11, 1932, and by the League's council on July 4, 1932, and adopted by
the General Assembly on July 4, 1936. The resolution reads as follows:

The
General Assembly announces that member states are prevented from
involvement in any situation and entering into any agreement or treaty
that does not comply with the League's charter and/or the treaty of
Paris.

Today, the fundamental principle of the Charter, as
spelled out in article 10-that member states will defend and validate
territorial integrity in the face of any aggression-is about to be
dismantled.

[Voting to] refuse to recognize a territory acquired
through aggression is not a step toward a war that may cost member
countries huge casualties; rather it deters possible attack. Standing
by article 10 remains, therefore, the least risky way of enforcing the
Charter. Is steadfastness of principle so difficult [to maintain], that
governments prefer...reopening relations with Rome in violation of the
principle that a territory acquired by force should not be recognized?
Today, the mighty British government wants and is poised to propose the
tragic termination of this fundamental principle.

I deeply
regret my disagreement with a government which I heartily admire and to
which I am greatly indebted. It was [this government] which showed me
generosity and hospitality at the time of my grief. I will not forget
my debt to Britain and France.

I would like to mention the
French government which, fifteen years ago, strongly supported my
country's admission to the League of Nations. At all times, France has
counselled and upheld Ethiopia's interest during my rule and the reigns
of my predecessors. I cannot forget this faithful and friendly
assistance of the past.

However, as Emperor of Ethiopia, I have
an overriding responsibility and obligation to defend my people, the
people whose humiliating travail I referred to the League of Nations
three years ago...I respectfully and strongly appeal to the British
government, whose sincerity, generosity and sympathy to the human race
is known around the world, to reconsider its proposed resolution
concerning Ethiopia's case. Is not the interpretation of article 10 the
one defined by the General Assembly of the League and applied to
another case of aggression on October 6, 1937?130 It was seven months
ago that the General Assembly affirmed the basic interpretation of the
Charter in the following words: The General Assembly resolves to assist
the Chinese government against any action that undermines its power to
defend against the aggression which has befallen it and solicits its
members to look for ways to help China

Today, the League of
Nations Council is being requested to look for ways in which further to
weaken the Ethiopian people, to exacerbate the difficulties in their
struggle against Italy, and for member states to extend individual and
collective assistance to the aggressor. I, the Emperor of Ethiopia, on
behalf of my afflicted people, appeal to all governments of the world
and express my strong opposition to these troublesome probabilities.
The proposal which is presented today to the Council belittles the
gravity of the Ethiopian situation in order to facilitate the violation
of the Charter of the League

of Nations.

The notion that
the aggressor has broken the will of my people is far from reality.
Even if this had happened and [the aggressor] had brought the entire
imperial territory under its administration, to accept the current
proposal is not the right thing to do. Has not the whole world accepted
the proposal made a few years ago by the United States of America—that
not to recognize a territory acquired by aggression is a fundamental
principle of human rights and the best insurance for peace and
tranquility? I would like to remind you that, as the ruler of the
people of Ethiopia, it is my responsibility to defend Ethiopia's
political independence and territorial integrity, the way of life of
its civilian population, the administration of its church, and the
personal freedom and the right to life of the individual citizen.

It
is a pity that [the Ethiopian people] have not received financial or
military assistance from member states of the League of Nations. Though
this has proven impossible, until God's justice is rendered, I think I
have the right to request you to recognize the rights of my people lest
Ethiopia became a symbol of a discredited Charter. To assume that
[recognizing the rights of Ethiopians] will...lead to the collapse of
amicable relations between nations is completely untenable. What will
stimulate animosity in international relations are violating the law,
ignoring agreements, rewarding the aggressor, and sacrificing the

victim.

Today,
millions of men and women around the world somberly observe the debate
in the League. They understand that this is the agonizing moment when
Ethiopia's destiny will be decided. Does the League of Nations, which
is entrusted with the responsibility of ensuring justice, really want
to discard the Charter which justifies its very existence and, by doing
so, commit suicide? Is this ornate building...going to become the
temple of those who worship aggression and suborn sovereignty, and the
tomb of international good intentions?

Today when I submit my
objections to the idea that just came before the League's Council, the
state of resistance in Ethiopia adds vigor to [my objection]. The
reality [of the situation] is not the one that was presented to members
of the Council. As I have reported to the League, the Italian
government does not fully control vast portions of Ethiopia's
territory. Even in Tigray, the region contiguous to Eritrea, Italian
soldiers are present only in towns and in places where large numbers of
people congregate. They dare not set foot in [rural] areas. Supplies
and ammunition are transported to remote garrisons only by air. Even
soldiers stationed in Gonder and Debre Tabor are supplied by air, since
there is no other means of transportation. There is not one Italian
governor in Gojam. In Shewa, Italian soldiers are found only in Addis
Ababa, near Ankober, and along the rail line to Djibouti. Inside
Welega, there are Italian detachments occupying the towns of Gore, Sayo
and Nekemte proper. They have not set foot in the outlying areas. The
same situation is true for Jima, Borena, Sidamo, Bale and Walamo. They
have occupied the towns of Jiren, Yirga Alem, Mega, Goba, and Ginir.
From other areas, however, they were driven out by Our fighters. In
Harerge, the towns of Harer and Jijiga, as well as the railroad, are
occupied. The [fascists] have not set foot in the rest of the areas
[and] have no control over Danakil [Afar] and Awsa...

These
things are well publicized, and the reports that come from the adjacent
British and French colonies are very much consistent with them. The
Italian government itself has admitted that, in addition to the one
billion lire that it had spent in 1935 and 1936, it is now spending
many billions of lire annually on the occupation. Thus, it has not been
possible to do anything beneficial for the country, and even the
construction of roads has been discontinued. The colonial regime's
inactivity emanates not only from the lack of finance, but also from
the existence in the country of incessant warfare, with no prospect of
an end in sight unless either the Italians leave the country or all
Ethiopians are annihilated.

The Italian authorities preach a
propaganda of desperation so that they can break the will of my people,
who are ardently defending their 3000-year-old independence. [Fascist]
propaganda is based on the hope that the League of Nations will abandon
Ethiopia. The Italian government views other European governments and
the League of Nations with contempt and arrogance. The truth is, it
seeks recognition for its occupation so that it may tell the Ethiopian
people that the verdict of the League of Nations was against them. This
[aim] clearly reveals the value of the principle, to which the League
has been committed, of not recognizing a territory seized by force.

The
current situation in Ethiopia, as far as the law is concerned, is very
clear. Under international law, one belligerent is permitted to
exercise an undefined, temporary and limited authority over the other
when the [two parties] are in a state of war. Neutral governments can
establish a temporary and limited communication with the military or
civilian authorities of the occupier in order to safeguard the
interests of their citizens. [The law] prohibits the occupying
government from annexing a territory that is not its own and absolutely
prevents nonbelligerent governments from recognizing the occupier as
the legitimate authority [of the occupied country]

Therefore,
since recognizing one's territory as the legal [possession] of the
other is tantamount to affirming occupation by force, [such an action]
belies the legality of the League's Charter and the Treaty of Paris.
The current situation in Ethiopia confirms the [validity of the]
principles contained in these agreements.

The British
government...[seeks to] manipulate these great and noble principles in
its attempt to legitimize Italy's aggression. However, such an approach
abandons a whole society to achieve international stability....I call
for the rejection of this proposal. Sacrificing a member of the League
for the satisfaction of another government is completely incompatible
with the spirit of the Charter. Is this the manner in which Britain and
France would like to implement and enforce the basic precepts of the
League of Nations which they have consistently supported? How about the
small governments; do they not see the frightening danger they bring on
themselves for allowing this to happen?

Furthermore, even if the
British government's proposal is regarded as an issue that the League
of Nations should entertain, I strongly question the authority of the
League's Council to make the final decision. Concerning this issue of
immense significance for my country and the League of Nations, whether
it be directly or indirectly to recognize Italy's claim over Ethiopia,
or to make a proposal, or to express wishes, or to set member states
free from the obligations they entered into when they signed the
League's charter, or to legalize Italy's claim over Ethiopia, let me
express emphatically that the authority to investigate such matters
belongs to the General Assembly of the League of Nations. This stance
is supported in a speech by the British Foreign Secretary who, while
addressing the British parliament, has said, in regard either to
recognizing Italy's claim over Ethiopia or expelling [the latter] from
the League, the job belongs to the General Assembly; [and] the League
makes its decision after examining the prevailing state of conditions.
Ethiopia objects to...altering accepted procedures clearly spelled out
in the Charter. As the Portuguese envoy said, nothing is so
embarrassingly deplorable as to destroy a whole population by
pretending to be fulfilling procedural requirements. Can the League of
Nations allow this to happen, when the Charter does not permit such an
outcome?

Since this case has already been before the General
Assembly, I gather that it is my right to request the matter to be
forwarded, once again [to that body]. I ask therefore that [the case]
be sent to the General Assembly for examination.

The famous
British envoy related, "today, two great wishes are in competition; one
is to hold steadfast to noble wishes, the second is to think about
achieving immediate peace; these are the two things." He added
emphatically that, "it is often difficult to reconcile the theoretical
idea of justice with what can actually be achieved." Indeed, the
League's primary objective is to keep peace. There are two ways...The
first is...through legal means. The second is...by doing whatever it
takes.

Ethiopia firmly believes that the League of Nations can
not select the second route. Since the League was established to
maintain peace by legal means, to betray this underlying principle and
to deliver a member state at the foot of an aggressor is the same as
committing suicide.

As I present these testimonies with all my
spirit, with all my soul, and with all my capacity to defend my people,
I cannot help but think of the day my imperial government joined the
League of Nations in 1923. It was then that I accepted the obligation
of leading my country to what I considered was a more advanced
civilization than the level...my country had reached. Thereafter, I
worked unceasingly toward that end, and my efforts had yielded results.
I watched with anguish while my success was obliterated and turned
upside down because of Italy's aggressive invasion.

As has
happened in many other countries, in Ethiopia, too, the war of
aggression produced some unexpected fruits. Italy's invasion drew
Ethiopian authorities closer to their emperor than ever before. Among
some of the letters...[they] and the people have sent to the League of
Nations are those which express love for their emperor. I, the Emperor
of Ethiopia, on the basis of the loyalty of my military commanders and
the love of my people, resubmit the appeal I already have made, in
order to bring the affliction of [my people] to an end. If there be a
compromise that would ensure my peoples' advancement and full
independence I am today, as ever before, prepared to consider it.
However, if my appeal does not yield a response, for better or for
worse, the war against Italy shall not cease until justice and
lawfulness has prevailed. I entreat the League not to accept Italy's
proposal because her intention is to bolster her aggressive posture by
sacrificing the victim of her aggression.
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The Lion of Judah has prevailed
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Spirit of Africa

We
have just returned from the Accra meeting of the Heads of African
States and governments, where fresh evidence was adduced that the
spirit of Africa grows steadily more powerful and all -, pervasive, and
that Africans shall continue to march together, in unity and oneness,
into the promise of the future.

At Accra, resolutions were adopted which are of signal importance to every African country. 

We
would refer, in particular, to the resolution which pledges each nation
on this continent to oppose subversive activities, to refrain from the
conduct of any hostile propaganda campaign directed against another
African state, and to resort to negotiations for the settlement of
disputes between member states. 

These undertakings, if they
are implemented in good faith, should go far to remove many of the
causes of friction which have from time to time impaired intra-African
relations in the past, and further strengthen the African Unity Charter.

Each must contribute

Let there be no mistake : in modern Ethiopia, each man must contribute. 

There
is no protection from the demand that a man's worth be assessed by his
achievements. Education and learning offer no escape from the
obligation of toil, for the good of the nation with littlethought of
self, to them will much be given, even to the governing of the land.

Nor should anyone today mistakenly believe that only in the cities can he serve his country. 

The
greater need today is among the people, with those who work the soil,
who provide the nourishment and sustenance upon which Ethiopia feeds. 

The
University National Service Programme has pointed the way. Today's
younger generation must maintain their ties with the people who are the
bulk and the backbone of the nation.

The problem of the many
must become the problem of the few, for only in this way can the
progress we earn be lasting and real and of benefit to all.

This
very institution of Parliament is itself a striking example of the
reshaping and moulding of custom and tradition which has at every step
marked Ethiopia's development over the years. To serve in these
Chambers, a man must possess high ability and demonstrated talents.

Indeed,
you Deputies must, in addition, have persuaded your constituents that
you dispose of these qualities in abundance, for you owe your claim to
sit in this deliberative assembly to their votes, cast in free and open
elections.

In the months ahead, much will be asked of you. You
will be called upon to consider diverse and complex legislation,
proposals prepared by experts after long and painstaking efforts,
enactments vital to the life and growth of the nation. Study them
carefully and dispassionately ; seek further information when it is
necessary ; act not from personal interest or emotional involvement but
objectively, as representatives of a united nation and people, with the
public welfare your constant concern.
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This
speech may not actually be a speech from Haile Selassie I. It is not
found in any of his books of speeches. The earliest mention of it I can
find is a booklet circulated in Jamaica in the 1980s, and it was made
popular by a poem Mutabaruka made that featured the speech.

That
being said, just because it is not in the book of speeches doesn't mean
that it is not a speech from Selassie I, because the book of speeches
contains only a portion of all the speeches Haile Selassie I made.

Just keep in mind that the speech may not be from Selassie I.





The
temple of the most high begins with the human body, which houses our
life, essence of our existence. Africans are in bondage today because
they approach spirituality through Religion provided by foreign
invaders and conquerors. We must stop confusing religion and
spirituality. Religion is a set of rules, regulations and rituals
created by humans which were supposed to help people grow spiritually. 

Due
to human imperfection religion has become corrupt, political, divisive
and a tool for power struggle. Spirituality is not theology or
ideology. It is simply a way of life, pure and original as was given by
the Most High. Spirituality is a network linking us to the Most High,
the universe and each other. As the essence of our existence it
embodies our culture, true identity, nationhood and destiny. A people
without a nation they can really call their own is a people without a
soul. Africa is our nation and is in spiritual and physical bondage
because her leaders are turning to outside forces for solutions to
African problems when everything Africa needs is within her. When
African righteous people come together, the world will come together.
This is our divine destiny.
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…..Let us not put off, to later consideration and study, the single
act, the one decision, which must emerge from this gathering if it is
to have real meaning. This Conference cannot close without adopting a
single African Charter…..

We
welcome to Ethiopia in Our name and in the name of the Ethiopian
Government and people, the Heads of State and Government of independent
African nations who are today assembled in solemn conclave in
Ethiopia's capital city. This conference, without parallel in history,
is an impressive testimonial to the devotion and dedication of which we
all partake in the cause of our mother continent and that of her sons
and daughters. This is indeed a momentous and historic day for Africa
and for all Africans.

We stand today on the stage of world
affairs, before the audience of world opinion. We have come together to
assert our role in the direction of world affairs and to discharge our
duty to the great continent whose two hundred and fifty million people
we lead. Africa is today at mid-course, in transition from the Africa
of Yesterday to the Africa of Tomorrow. Even as we stand here, we move
from the past into the future. The task on which we have embarked, the
making of Africa, will not wait. We must act, to shape and mould the
future and leave our imprint on events as they slip past into history.

To Chart A Course

We
seek, at this meeting, to determine whither we are going and to chart
the course of our destiny. It is no less important that we know whence
we came. An awareness of our past is essential to the establishment of
our personality and our identity as Africans.

This world was not
created piecemeal. Africa was born no later and no earlier than any
other geographical area on this globe. Africans, no more and no less
than other men, possess all human attributes, talents and deficiencies,
virtues and faults. Thousands of years ago, civilizations flourished in
Africa which suffer not at all by comparison with those of other
continents. In those centuries, Africans were politically free and
economically independent. Their social patterns were their own and
their cultures truly indigenous. 

The obscurity which enshrouds
the centuries which elapsed between those earliest days and the
rediscovery of Africa are being gradually dispersed. What is certain is
that during those long years Africans were born, lived and died. Men on
other parts of this earth occupied themselves with their own concerns
and, in their conceit, proclaimed that the world began and ended at
their horizons. All unknown to them, Africa developed in its own
pattern, growing in its own life and in the Nineteenth Century, finally
re-emerged into the world's consciousness. 

Fettered and Bound

The
events of the past hundred and fifty years require no extended
recitation from Us. The period of colonialism into which we were
plunged culminated with our continent fettered and bound; with our once
proud and free peoples reduced to humiliation and slavery; with
Africa's terrain cross-hatched and checker-boarded by artificial and
arbitrary boundaries. Many of us, during those bitter years, were
overwhelmed in battle, and those who escaped conquest did so at the
cost of desperate resistance and bloodshed. Others were sold into
bondage as the price extracted by the colonialists for the "protection"
which they extended and the possessions of which they disposed. Africa
was a physical resource to be exploited and Africans were chattels to
be purchased bodily or, at best, peoples to be reduced to vassalage and
lackeyhood. Africa was the market for the produce of other nations and
the source of the raw materials with which their factories were fed.

Today,
Africa has emerged from this dark passage. Our Armageddon is past.
Africa has been reborn as a free continent and Africans have been
reborn as free men. The blood that was shed and the sufferings that
were endured are today Africa's advocates for freedom and unity. Those
men who refused to accept the judgement passed upon them by the
colonizers, who held unswervingly through the darkest hours to a vision
of an Africa emancipated from political, economic, and spiritual
domination will be remembered and revered wherever Africans meet. Many
of them never set foot on this continent. Others were born, and died
here. What we may utter today can add little to the heroic struggle of
those who, by their example, have shown us how precious are freedom and
human dignity and of how little value is life without them. Their deeds
are written in history.

Supreme Effort

Africa's victory,
although proclaimed, is not yet total, and areas of resistance still
remain. Today, We name as our first great task the final liberating of
those Africans still dominated by foreign exploitation and control.
With the goal in sight, and unqualified triumph within our grasp, let
us not now falter or lag or relax. We must make one final supreme
effort; now, when the struggle grows, weary when so much has been won
that the thrilling sense of achievement has brought us near satiation.
Our liberty is meaningless unless all Africans are free. Our brothers
in the Rhodesians, In Mozambique, in Angola, in South Africa cry out in
anguish for our support and assistance. We must urge on their behalf
their peaceful accession to independence. We must align and identify
ourselves with all aspects of their struggle. It would be betrayal were
we to pay only lip service to the cause of their liberation and fail to
back our words with action. To them we say, your pleas shall not go
unheeded. The resources of Africa and of all freedom-loving nations are
marshalled in your service. Be of good heart, for your deliverance is
at hand.

As we renew our vow that all of Africa shall be free,
let us also resolve that old wounds shall be healed and past scars
forgotten. It was thus that Ethiopia treated the invader nearly
twenty-five years ago, and Ethiopians found peace with honor in this
course. Memories of past injustice should not divert us from the more
pressing business at hand. We must live in peace with our former
colonizers, shunning recrimination and bitterness and forswearing the
luxury of vengeance and retaliation, lest the acid of hatred erode our
souls and poison our hearts. Let us act as befits the dignity which we
claim for ourselves as Africans, proud of our own special qualities,
distinctions and abilities. Our efforts as free men must be to
establish new relationships, devoid of any resentment and hostility,
restored to our belief and faith in ourselves as individuals, dealing
on a basis of equality with other equally free peoples.

Free and United

Today,
we look to the future calmly, confidently and courageously. We look to
the vision of an Africa not merely free but united. In facing this new
challenge we can take comfort and encouragement from the lessons of the
past. We know that there are differences among us. Africans enjoy
different cultures, distinctive values, special attributes. But we also
know that unity can be and has been attained among men of the most
disparate origins, that differences of race, of religion, of culture,
of tradition, are no insuperable obstacle to the coming together of
peoples. History teaches us that unity is strength and cautions us to
submerge and overcome our differences in the quest for common goals, to
strive, with all our combined strength, for the path to true African
brotherhood and unity.

There are those who claim that African
unity is impossible that the forces that pull us, some in this
direction, others in that, are too strong to be overcome. Around us
there is no lack of doubt and pessimism, no absence of critics and
criticism. These speak of Africa, of Africa's future and of her
position in the Twentieth Century in sepulchral tones. They predict
dissention and disintegration among Africans and internecine strife and
chaos on our continent. Let us confound these and, by our deeds,
disperse them in confusion. There are others whose hopes for Africa are
bright, who stand with faces upturned in wonder and awe at the creation
of a new and happier life, who have dedicated themselves of their
brothers to whom they owe the achievements of Africa's past. Let us
reward their trust and merit their approval.

Accepted Goal

The
road of African unity is already lined with landmarks. The last years
are crowded with meetings, with conferences with declarations and
pronouncements. Regional organizations have been established. Local
groupings based on common interests, backgrounds and traditions have
been created.

But though all that has been said and written and
done in these years, there runs a common theme. Unity is the accepted
goal. We argue about means; we discuss alternative paths to the same
objective; we engage in debates about techniques and tactics. 

But
when semantics are stripped away, there is little argument among us. We
are determined to create a union of Africans. In a very real sense, our
continent is unmade; it still awaits creation and its creators. It is
our duty and privilege to rouse the slumbering giant of Africa, not to
the nationalism of Europe of the Nineteenth Century, not to regional
consciousness, but to the vision of a single African brotherhood
bending its united efforts toward the achievement of a greater and
nobler goal. 

Above all, we must avoid the pitfalls of
tribalism. If we are divided among ourselves on tribal lines, we open
our doors to foreign intervention and its potentially harmful
consequences. The Congo is clear proof of what We say. We should not be
led to complacency because of the present ameliorated situation in that
country. The Congolese people have suffered untold misery, and the
economic growth of the country has been retarded because of tribal
strife. 

Obstacles Formidable

But while we agree that
the ultimate destiny of this continent lies in political union, we must
at the same time recognize that the obstacles to be overcome in its
achievement are at once numerous and formidable. Africa's peoples did
not emerge into liberty in uniform conditions. Africans maintain
different political systems; our economies are diverse; our social
orders are rooted in differing cultures and traditions. Furthermore, no
clear consensus exists on the "how" and the "what" of this union. Is it
to be, in form, federal, confederal or unitary? Is the sovereignty of
individual states to be reduced, and if so, by how much, and in what
areas? On these and other questions there is no agreement, and if we
wait for agreed answers, generations hence matters will be little
advanced, while the debate still rages.

We should, therefore,
not be concerned that complete union is not attained from one day to
the next. The union of which we seek can only come gradually, as the
day-to-day progress of which we achieve carries us slowly but
inexorably along this course. We have before us the examples of the
U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. We must remember how long these required to
achieve their union. When a solid foundation is laid, if the mason is
able and his materials good, a strong house can be built.

Thus,
a period of transition is inevitable. Old relations and arrangements
may for a time, linger. Regional organizations may fulfil legitimate
functions and needs which cannot yet be otherwise satisfied. But the
difference is in this: that we recognize these circumstances for what
they are, temporary expedients designed to serve only until we have
established the conditions which will bring total African unity within
our reach.

Exploit Agreement

There is, nonetheless, much
that we can do to speed this transition. There are issues on which we
stand united and questions on which there is unanimity of opinion. Let
us seize on these areas of agreement and exploit them to the fullest.
Let us take action now, action which, while taking account of present
realities nonetheless constitutes clear and unmistakable progress along
the course plotted out for us by destiny. We are all adherents,
whatever our internal political systems, of the principles of
democratic action. Let us apply these to the unity we seek to create.
Let us work on our own programs in all fields - political, economic,
social and military. The opponents of Africa's growth, whose interests
would be best served by a divided and balkanized continent, would
derive much satisfaction from the unhappy spectacle of thirty and more
African States so split, so paralysed and immobilized by controversies
over long-term measures on which there is no dispute. If we act where
we may in those areas where action is possible, the inner logic of the
programs which we adopt will work for us and inevitable impel us still
farther in the direction of ultimate union.

What we still lack,
despite the efforts of past years, is the mechanism which will enable
us to speak, with one voice when we wish to do so and take and
implement decisions on African problems when we are so minded. The
commentators of 1963 speak in discussing Africa, of the Monrovia
States, the Brazzaville Group, the Casablanca Powers, of these and many
more. Let us put an end to these terms. What we require is a single
African organization through which Africa's single voice may be heard,
within which Africa's problems may be studied and resolved. We need an
organization which will facilitate acceptable solutions to disputes
among Africans and promote the study and adoption of measures for
common defense and programs for co-operation in the economic and social
fields. Let us, at this Conference, create a single institution to
which we will all belong, based on principles to which we all
subscribe, confident that in its councils our voices will carry their
proper weight, secure in the knowledge that the decision there will be
dictated by Africans and only by Africans and that they will take full
account of all vital African considerations.

Foundation for Unity

We
are meeting here today to lay the basis for African unity. Let us, here
and now, agree upon the basic instrument which will constitute the
foundation for the future growth in peace and harmony and oneness of
this continent. Let our meetings henceforth proceed from solid
accomplishments. Let us not put off, to later consideration and study,
the single act, the one decision, which must emerge from this gathering
if it is to have real meaning. This Conference cannot close without
adopting a single African Charter. We cannot leave here without having
created a single African organization possessed of the attributes We
have described. If we fail in this, we will have shirked our
responsibility to Africa and to the peoples we lead. If we succeed,
then, and only the, will we have justified our presence here.

The
organization of which We speak must possess a well-cumulated framework,
having a permanent headquarters and an adequate Secretariat providing
the necessary continuity between meetings of the permanent organs. It
must include specialized bodies to work in particular fields of
competence assigned to the organization. Unless the political liberty
for which Africans have for so long struggled is complemented and
bolstered by a corresponding economic and social growth, the breath of
life which sustains our freedom may flicker out. In our efforts to
improve the standard of life of our peoples and to flesh out the bones
of our independence, we count on the assistance and support of others.
But this alone will not suffice, and, alone, would only perpetuate
Africa's dependence on others.

A specialized body to facilitate
and co-ordinate continent-wide economic programs and to provide the
mechanism for the provision of economic assistance among African nation
is thus required. Prompt measures can be taken to increase trade and
commerce among us. Africa's mineral wealth is great; we should
co-operate in its development. An African Development Program, which
will make provision for the concentration by each nation on those
productive activities for which its resources and its geographic and
climatic conditions best fit it is needed. We assume that each African
nation has its own national development program, and it only remains
for us to come together and share our experiences for the proper
implementation of a continent-wide plan. Toda, travel between African
nation and telegraphic and telephonic communications among us are
circuitous in the extreme. Road communications between two neighboring
States are often difficult or even impossible. It is little wonder that
trade among us has remained at a discouragingly low level. These
anachronisms are the remnants of a heritage of which we must rid
ourselves, the legacy of the century when Africans were isolated one
from the other. These are vital areas in which efforts must be
concentrated.

Development Bank

An additional project to
be implemented without delay is the creation of an African Development
Bank, a proposal to which all our Governments have given full support
and which has already received intensive study. The meeting of our
Finance Ministers to be held within the coming weeks in Khartoum should
transform this proposal into fact. This same meeting could
appropriately continue studies already undertaken of the impact upon
Africa of existing regional economic groupings, and initiate further
studies to accelerate the expansion of economic relations among us. 

The
nations of Africa, as is true of every continent of the world, had from
time to time dispute among themselves. These quarrels must be confined
to this continent and quarantined from the contamination of non-African
interference. Permanent arrangements must be agreed upon to assist in
the peaceful settlement of these disagreements which, however few they
may are, cannot be left to languish and fester. Procedures must be
established for the peaceful settlement of disputes, in order that the
threat or use of force may no longer endanger the peace of our
continent.

Steps must be taken to establish an African defense
system. Military planning for the security of this continent must be
undertaken in common within a collective framework. The responsibility
for protecting this continent from armed attacks from abroad is the
primary concern of Africans themselves. Provision must be made for the
extension of speedy and effective assistance when any African State is
threatened with military aggression. We cannot rely solely on
international morality. Africa's control over her own affairs is
dependent on the existence of appropriate military arrangements to
assure this continent's protection against such threats. While guarding
our own independence, we must at the same time determine to live
peacefully with all nations of the world.

Knowing Ourselves

Africa
has come to freedom under the most difficult and trying of
circumstances. No small measure of the handicaps under which we labor
derives from the low educational level attained by our peoples and from
their lack of knowledge of their fellow Africans. Education abroad is
at best an unsatisfactory substitute for education at home. A massive
effort must be launched in the educational and cultural fields which
will not only raise the level of literacy and provide the cadres of
skilled and trained technicians requisite to our growth and development
but, as well, acquaint us one another. Ethiopia, several years ago,
instituted a program of scholarships for students coming from other
African lands which has proved highly rewarding and fruitful, and We
urge others to adopt projects of this sort. Serious consideration
should be given to the establishment of an African university,
sponsored by all African States, where future leaders of Africa will be
trained in an atmosphere of continental brotherhood. In this African
institution, the supra- national aspects of African life would be
emphasized and study would be directed toward the ultimate goal of
complete African unity. Ethiopia stands prepared here and now to decide
on the site of the University and to fix the financial contributions to
be made to it.

This is but the merest summary of what can be
accomplished. Upon these measures we are all agreed, and our agreement
should now form the basis for our action.

A World Force

Africa
has become an increasingly influential force in the conduct of world
affairs as the combined weight of our collective opinion is brought to
focus not only on matters which concern this continent exclusively, but
on those pressing problems which occupy the thoughts of all men
everywhere. As we have come to know one another better and grown in
mutual trust and confidence, it has been possible for us to co-ordinate
our policies and actions and contribute to the successful settlement of
pressing and critical world issues.

This has not been easy. But
co-ordinated action by all African States on common problems is
imperative if our opinions are to be accorded their proper weight. We
Africans occupy a different- indeed a unique- position among the
nations of this Century. Having for so long known oppression, tyranny
and subjugation, whose, with better right, can claim for all the
opportunity and the right to live and grow as free men? Ourselves for
long decades the victims of injustice, whose voices can be better
raised in the demand for justice and right for all? We demand an end to
colonialism because domination of one people by another is wrong. We
demand an end to nuclear testing and the arms race because these
activities, which pose such dreadful threats to man's existence and
waste and squander humanity's material heritage, are wrong. We demand
an end to racial segregation as an affront to man's dignity, which is
wrong. We act in these matters in the right, as a matter of high
principle. We act out of the integrity and conviction of our most
deep-founded beliefs.

If we permit ourselves to be tempted by
narrow self-interest and vain ambition, if we barter our beliefs for
short-term advantage, who will listen when we claim to speak for
conscience, and who will contend that our words deserve to be heeded?
We must speak out on major world issues, courageously, openly and
honestly, and in blunt terms of right and wrong. If we yield to
blandishments or threats, if we compromise when no honorable compromise
is possible, our influence will be sadly diminished and our prestige
woefully prejudiced and weakened. Let us not deny our ideals or
sacrifice our right to stand as the champions of the poor, the
ignorant, the oppressed everywhere. The acts by which we live and the
attitudes by which we act must be clear beyond question. Principles
alone can endow our deeds with force and meaning. Let us be true to
what we believe, that our beliefs may serve and honor us.

Prejudice Opposed

We
reaffirm today, in the name of principle and right, our opposition to
prejudice, wherever and in whatever form it may be found, and
particularly do we rededicate ourselves to the eradication of racial
discrimination from this continent. We can never rest content with our
achievements so long as men, in any part of Africa, assert on racial
grounds their superiority over the least of our brothers. Racial
discrimination constitutes a negation of the spiritual and
psychological equality which we have fought to achieve and a denial of
the personality and dignity which we have struggled to establish for
ourselves as Africans. Our political and economic liberty will be
devoid of meaning for so long as the degrading spectacle of South
Africa's apartheid continues to haunt our waking hours and to trouble
our sleep. We must redouble our efforts to banish this evil from our
land. If we persevere, discrimination will one day vanish from the
earth. If we use the means available to us, South Africa's apartheid,
just as colonialism, will shortly remain only as a memory. If we pool
our resources and use them well, this specter will be banished forever.

In
this effort, as in so many others, we stand united with our Asian
friends and brothers. Africa shares with Asia a common background of
colonialism, of exploitation, of discrimination, of oppression. At
Bandung, African and Asian States dedicated themselves to the
liberation of their tow continents from foreign domination and affirmed
the right of all nations to develop in their own way, free of any
external interference. The Bandung Declaration and the principles
enunciated at that Conference remain today valid for us all. We hope
that the leaders of India and China, in the spirit of Bandung, will
find the way to the peaceful resolution of the dispute between their
two countries.

Nuclear Danger

We must speak, also, of the
dangers of the nuclear holocaust which threatens all that we hold dear
and precious, including life itself. Forced to live our daily existence
with this foreboding and ominous shadow ever at our side, we cannot
lose hope or lapse into despair. The consequences of an uncontrolled
nuclear conflict are so dreadful that no sane man can countenance them.
There must be an end to testing. A program of progressive disarmament
must be agreed upon. Africa must be freed and shielded, as a
denuclearized zone, from the consequences of direct, albeit,
involuntary involvement in the nuclear arms race.

The
negotiations at Geneva, where Nigeria, the United Arab Republic and
Ethiopia are participating, continue, and painfully and laboriously,
progress is being achieved. We cannot know what portion of the limited
advances already realized can be attributed to the increasingly
important role being played by the non-aligned nation in these
discussions, but we can, surely, derive some small measure of
satisfaction in even the few tentative steps taken toward persuaded
that in our efforts to scatter the clouds which rim the horizon of our
future, success must come, if only because failure is unthinkable.
Patience and grim determination are required, and faith in the guidance
of Almighty God.

Collective Security

We would not close
without making mention of the United Nations. We personally, Who have
throughout Our lifetime been ever guided and inspired by the principle
of collective security, would not now propose measures which depart
from or are inconsistent with this ideal or with the declarations of
the United Nations Charter. It would be foolhardy indeed to abandon a
principle which has withstood the test of time and which has proved its
inherent value again and again in the past. It would be worse than
folly to weaken the one effective world organization which exists today
and to which each of us owes so much. It would be sheer recklessness
for any of us to detract from this organization which, however
imperfect, provides the best bulwark against the incursion of any
forces which would deprive us of our hard-won liberty and dignity.

The
African Charter of which We have spoken is wholly consistent with that
of the United Nations. The African organization which We envisage is
not intended in any way to replace in our national or international
life the position which the United Nations has so diligently earned and
so rightfully occupies. Rater, the measure which We propose would
complement and round out programs undertaken by the United nations and
its specialized agencies and, hopefully, render both their activities
and ours doubly meaningful and effective. What we seek will multiply
many times over the contribution which our joint endeavors may make to
the assurance of world peace and the promotion of human well-being and
understanding.

History's Dictum

A century hence, when
future generations study the pages of history, seeking to follow and
fathom the growth and development of the African continent, what will
they find of this Conference? Will it be remembered as an occasion on
which the leaders of a liberated Africa, acting boldly and with
determination, bent events to their will and shaped the future
destinies of the African peoples? Will this meeting be memorialized for
its solid achievements, for the intelligence and maturity which marked
the decisions taken here? Or will it be recalled for its failures, for
the inability of Africa's leaders to transcend local prejudices and
individual differences, for the disappointment and disillusionment
which followed in its train?

These questions give us all pause.
The answers are within our power to dictate. The challenges and
opportunities which open before us today are greater than those
presented at any time in Africa's millennia of history. The risks and
the danger which confront us are no less great. The immense
responsibilities which history and circumstance have thrust upon us
demand balanced and sober reflection. If we succeed in the tasks which
lie before us, our names will be remembered and our deeds recalled by
those who follow us. If we fail, history will puzzle at our failure and
mourn what was lost. We approach the days ahead with the prayer that we
who have assembled here may be granted the wisdom, the judgment and the
inspiration which will enable us to maintain our faith with the peoples
and the nations which have entrusted their fate to our hands.
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The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God
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The power which you possess is but one side of the coin; the other is
responsibility. There is no power or authority without responsibility,
and he who accepts the one cannot escape or evade the other. Each one
of you and each servant of the Ethiopian nation and people would do
well to ponder these words, to take them to his heart, and to guide his
conduct in accordance with their teachings. This is the challenge which
faces you today. Let your labours here during the coming year
demonstrate your capacity to meet it.

May Almighty God guide and assist you in your work.
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... The tide which is sweeping Africa today cannot be stayed. No power
on earth is great enough to halt or to reverse the trend. Its march is
as relentless and inexorable as the passage of time....

Today,
Africans and friends of Africa everywhere are celebrating Africa
Freedom Day. Observance of this Day testifies to what is undoubtedly
one of the most significant phenomena of this post-war world the
liberation from the bonds which have so long fettered the millions of
Africans to whom, but a short time ago, freedom and independence vere
but distant dreams Within the post-war period, the number of
independent African nations has - more than doubled; next year,
additional states will achieve their independence; and each year that
follows will see ever increasing numbers of Africans enjoying these
most precious of Almighty God's gifts. 

The tide which is
sweeping Africa today cannot be stayed. No power on earth is great
enough to halt or reverse the trend. Its march is as relentless and
inexorable as the passage of time. The day is long overdue for a change
of attitude on the part of those nations which have heretofore sought
to hinder or impede this movement or which have been content in the
past to remain passive in the face of the impassioned cries for
freedom, for justice, for the right to stand with their fellowmen as
equals, which have gone up from this Continent. It is time for them to
enlist their sympathetic efforts on behalf of the struggle of the
African peoples to gain the place in the world which is their God.
given birthright. Those who hail or refuse to do so, those who lack the
vision and foresight to realize that Africa is emerging into a new era,
that Africans will no longer be denied the rights which are inalienably
tlicirs, will not alter or reverse the course of history, but will only
suffer the inevitable consequences of their refusal to accept reality.

What
is there to be learned from the events now occurring on the African
Continent? It must be recognized too, that Africa, its people, its
present and its future, are of vital concern to everyone, no matter how
far removed geographically. In the past, America has too often been
content to remain relatively unconcerned about events in Africa, too
ready to stand on the sidelines of African history as a disinterested
observer. This policy will not serve today, and the attitude which the
American people and Government now adopt towards Africa indicates that
they too realize that a new Africa has emerged on the world scene. As a
result, however, Americans have been largely uninformed about us, our
peoples, our problems. Among other peoples, more and more is gradually
coming to be known, but mainly, We would venture, because the peoples
of Africa have forced the rest of the world to pay heed to them and to
harken to the stirrings and reverberations which have resounded
throughout this Continent in the last decade. 

Africa and U.S.A. 

The
American people can make a significant contribution to guaranteeing
that a deep and abiding friendship exists between Africa and the United
States of America. Learn more about us; learn to understand our
backgrounds, our culture and traditions, our strengths and weaknesses.
Learn to appreciate our desires and hopes, our 

problems, our
fears; If we truly know one another, a solid and firm basis will exist
for the maintenance of the friendly relations between the African and
the American peoples, which - We are convinced - both so ardently
desire. You may be assured that there will be no failure in the warm
and brotherly response from our side. 

In the midst of the
strife and turmoil which marks Africa today, the African peoples still
extend the hand of friendship. But it is extended to those who desire
the progress and the political and economic freedom of the African
people, who are willing generously and without thought of selfish gain
to assist us to our feet that we may stand by their side as brothers.
We are convinced that there are countless millions of such to be found
throughout the world. We know that those to whom we send this message,
who are today assembled in New York City to join in the celebration of
Africa Freedom Day, are numbered among them. To them, we send Our
warmest greetings and Our prayers that the purpose which today unites
them may be soon realized. 

We must thank the American
Committee on Africa which has made it possible for us to send these
words to you today. The cause which you espouse is a noble and just one
and, with the help of Almighty God, will triumph.





Tolerance






The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God
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It gives us great pleasure to appear before this distinguished
assemblage and we bring you the fraternal salutations of the Ethiopian
people.

The
people of Ethiopia and Trinidad and Tobago are joined in a massive and
continuous effort to create for themselves a new and better way of
life. They face many of the same problems. The hopes and aspirations
which they share derive from the same essential beliefs in the nature
and destiny of man. It is thus inevitably true that there should exist
between those two great peoples strong and lasting ties of friendship
and understanding

Your role as the representatives of the people
is a particularly critical one in the councils of the twentieth
century. The manner in which a representative of the people should
properly discharge his responsibilities has long been a matter for
learned discussion among philosophers and political scientists.

The
world of the developing nations is creating new problems for the
scholars to ponder as new societies are emerging to deal with the
intricate and explosive questions of national and institutional
development.

Is a representative responsible only to a
constituency or to the particular group or interest which has chosen or
appointed him? Certainly this responsibility Must be an element in the
thought and action of such a man, but there are higher values and
greater interests and responsibilities than these.

Obstacles,
Sectional, tribal and other divisive factors often pose major obstacles
to national development. In their expanded sense, as narrowly national
and ideological interests, they threaten unity and progress.

No
one is today so foolish as to believe that any one nation constitutes a
perfect monolith of faith and ideology. Nor could anyone wish that
there should be such utter vanity of thought and aspiration.

The
systems of Government which have sought to impose uniformity of belief
have survived briefly and then expired, blinded and weakened by
obsessive reliance upon their supposed infallibility. The only system
of Government which can survive is one which is prepared to tolerate
dissent and criticism and Which accepts these as useful and in any
case, inevitable aspects of all social and political relations.

The
tolerance of dissent and criticism within a Government proceeds from a
single essential premise: that the Government exists to serve the
people generally. Government servants, whether designated as
representatives or not, have a trust to work for the general welfare.

The
same trust exists among the member states of international
organizations. The members of such organizations must adhere to some
tacit or expressed conception of international welfare.



Common Goals



In
the case of the Organization of African Unity, it is an African Unity,
it is an African welfare; in the case of the United Nations
Organization, it is world welfare.

In one way or another, the
member nation must accept in thought, spirit and action the basic
premise of their institutions that men of all races, beliefs and status
share some essential common goals.

From this premise, no great
and easy actions follow as corollaries. The representatives of peoples
and nations can only come together with open and objective minds and
willing hearts to engage in dialogue, without rigid dogmas and slogans
and without violence.

Working in this way achieves no instant
Utopia. It may, however, enable us to achieve together what it is
possible to achieve and to move forward steadily, if not always in
great haste, with some degree of harmony and mutual understanding.

Domestically,
we can build strong and happy and resourceful societies.
internationally, we can force the end of oppression of man by man and
nation by nation. We can bring about the security and mutual trust
which will open the way to the greater human achievements for which the
needs of mankind now cry out.

Permit me to express my heartfelt gratitude for the reception accorded me by the people and Government of Trinidad and Tobago.





Triumphant Entry - Victory Day
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  People of my country and especially my faithful soldiers!

No
human lips can express the thankfulness which I feel to the merciful
God who has enabled me to stand in your midst on this day of which the
angels in heaven and the creation on earth could neither have thought
of nor known. Before everything else I want to tell you and to make you
understand that this day is a day on which a fresh chapter of the
history of the New Ethiopia begins. In this new era a new work is
commencing which it is the duty of all of us to perform.

If we
desire to be reminiscent of the affliction which befell Ethiopia during
the past years we shall only speak of her recent history. When
Ethiopia, who has preserved her independence for many thousands of
years, was attacked in 1888 E.C. (1896 Gregorian Calendar) by Italy,
who had harboured aggressive designs against her for many years before
with the intention of destroying her freedom, her brave sons fought at
Adowa and she saved her independence. The Treaty of Wuchali (Uccialli
1889) was not the only cause of the battle that was fought at Adowa. It
was only a pretext for the constant desire that Italy had had of ruling
Ethiopia. Although the Great European War interfered with her plans for
a time, and in spite of her outward protestations of friendship, Italy
revealed in recent years the preparations she had been making against
Ethiopia after her defeat at Adowa, because of her resentment that
justice should have prevailed against her.

When Italy began to
make a war of aggression on Ethiopia, although we knew we were not as
well armed as she was, we went against her with what strength we could
muster, because it was our duty to resist an enemy that had come to
seize our country. But as it was apparent that she was bent on
exterminating our people with poison gas, the use of which was
prohibited by international law, we went to appeal to the League of
Nations and to claim justice. As it was feared that this hostility
started by Italy might spread all over the world, and as it was a
period when all those who were charged with the responsibility of
government were trying to save the world from the catastrophe which has
since befallen it, they were working to bring about understanding in
the world to prevent the spread of the conflagration. At that time our
true friend, Great Britain, received us with sympathy. I remained there
working, but constantly being in spirit with my countrymen whose blood
was being uselessly, and ruthlessly shed at the hands of the Italians:
with the monasteries and churches that were being burned down; with
those forced to take refuge in foreign lands; and with those suffering
and being afflicted in the wilderness, in the caves and in the forests
of their native land.



Thousands Perished

How many
are the young men, the women, the priests and the monks whom the
Italians pitilessly massacred during these years? You know that in
Addis Ababa alone many thousands perished during the three days
following St. Michael's Day on Yekatit, 12, 1929 (19th February, 1937).
The blood and bones of those who were killed with spades and pickaxes,
of those who were split with axes and hammered to death, pierced with
bayonets, clubbed and stoned, of those who were burned alive with their
little children in their homes, of those who perished of hunger and
thirst in prison have been crying for justice. Everybody knows that
this act of barbarism and cruelty was not perpetrated in Addis Ababa
alone, but more especially in the provinces of Ethiopia. There is
hardly anyone who has not been caught and beaten, kicked, humiliated
and imprisoned.

Now we shall pass on to the new history that is
before us. Five years ago today the fascist forces entered our capital
city. Then Mussolini announced to the world that he had established a
Roman Empire in our country, Ethiopia. He believed that the land he
declared he had conquered would forever be in his hands. The heroism of
the Ethiopian people is known in history. But as we had no port through
which to import modern armaments necessary for our people, we were
unable to obtain them. Fifty-two nations condemned Mussolini for his
deed. But he boasted of his violent deed and took no notice of their
condemnation. The past five years have been years of darkness for you,
my people. But you never lost hope, and little by little you spread on
the Ethiopian hills. The enemy never ventured to come near the
mountains on which you were because, enduring every hardship and
affliction, you, the warriors of Ethiopia, safeguarded your freedom
during the past five years. But in spite of the fact that he could not
conquer the country, he spent many thousands of millions of lire,
saying that he was civilizing what he could hold. He spent all that
money not because he desired to improve the condition of the oppressed
Ethiopian people or to mitigate the injustice he had done. It is
because he wanted to plant a fascist colony in our sacred land of
Ethiopia and to impose on her the rule of oppression which he had
planned. He tried to exterminate the Ethiopian race, and did not even
entertain the idea of giving her the administration of a mandate or a
protectorate, which in any case would have been considered a heavy yoke
for a free people. But all the money that could be counted by the
thousand million and all the prepared armaments served a purpose which
Mussolini never intended them to serve. At the time when Italy revealed
her intentions of entering the war in order to be able to snatch from
defeated France as much as she could, the number of soldiers, the
amount of money and the armaments she had sent to Ethiopia was
enormous. The regular troops she concentrated were not less than
250,000; she also amassed provisions to last for many years in case she
was encircled. Trusting in, and bragging of, the invincibility of this
military force, the fascist government proceeded with planting
totalitarian rule in our country. But something happened which the
fascist government did not take into account. The fighting spirit which
is essential in modern war revealed in you.



Formidable Adversaries

You
were able to destroy the enemy who were superior to you in number and
equipment, because you are a people possessed of bravery and mercy and
because you co-operated and knew the stratagems of war.

The
British troops, who were fighting for human rights on other fronts of
the war, needed time to get ready to come to the assistance of Ethiopia
and free her. But you, warriors of Ethiopia, harassed the enemy by
cutting his communications, by harrying him and restricting him to his
fortifications. In spite of the great numbers of troops in which he put
his trust, he realized that the Ethiopian people from one end to the
other hated him and his rule. He knew also that it was impossible for
him to live in such a country and in the midst of such a people. Even
by using poison gas and bombs and by his atrocities he could no longer
hope to enjoy an overlordship of a country the inside of which was
undermined. He realized that the soldiers who surrounded him were
adversaries more powerful than he was. He spent the daring and the
money that were left to him to meet his adversaries. Then he looked
around, if perchance he could find somewhere where he could take
shelter in Ethiopia, but he could find no shelter.

When the time
came, our great ally, the British Government, prepared to launch a
proper attack against our enemy. As soon as I knew this I left for the
distant land of the Sudan which borders us in the west, and entered
central Gojjam. In Gojjam our enemy had strong fortified positions,
powerful troops, aeroplanes and artillery. On comparing the number of
our soldiers with that of the enemy we found that we had one soldier
for every 20 of his. Moreover, we had no artillery and aircraft that we
could dispose of at will. The fact that I was found in the midst of my
warriors at once attracted many thousands of men. And the fear and
anxiety of our enemy increased to that extent. While my soldiers were
harassing and cutting the enemy's communications and after having
driven his troops across the Abbai (Blue Nile), were pursuing them
towards Shoa and Begamder, I heard the good news that the British
Imperial troops had, with incomparable speed, occupied our capital city
and were pushing towards Dessie in the North and Jimma in the South. In
the same way, the troops who started from the Sudan destroyed the
fortress at Keren with wonderful force and utterly defeated the enemy.
And as the time came for my return to my capital I mustered my soldiers
who were scattered in every direction in pursuit of our enemies, and
find myself in my capital today. I am exceedingly happy that I have
been able to arrive here at the head of my soldiers, the enemy who was
found on my path being defeated, and to break the power of the common
foe. I am deeply thankful to Almighty God that I stand today in your
midst in my Palace, from which the fascist government has fled.



A New Day

People of my country, Ethiopia!

Today
is a day on which Ethiopia is stretching her hands to God in joy and
thankfulness and revealing her happiness to her children.

This
day, on which the people of Ethiopia are freed from oppressive foreign
yoke and eternal servitude and on which I am enabled to rejoin my
people, whom I love and have longed for, will be honoured as a holiday
to be commemorated annually as a Great Ethiopian Anniversary. On this
day we shall remember those heroic warriors who, determined not to
surrender the great charge passed on to them by their Father, became
sacrifices, shedding their blood and breaking their bones for the
freedom of the land they loved and for the honour of their Emperor and
their flag. The history of Ethiopia will be witness for these our
warriors. 

The tribulations and afflictions which befell us
during the past five years and which cannot be recounted and numbered
in detail will be a great lesson to us all, and with industry, unity,
co-operation and love engraved in your hearts, will be a great
incentive to you to be my helpers in the affairs of Ethiopia which I
have in mind. In the New Ethiopia I want you to be a people undivided
and endowed with freedom and equality before the law.

You will
have to join me in my efforts for the prosperity of the country, for
the riches of the people, for the development of agriculture, commerce,
education and learning, for the protection of the life and resources of
our people, and for the perfection on modern lines of administration of
the country.

It is my firm wish and purpose to merit the
blessing with which God in His mercy has visited us, first, by showing
our gratitude to our Allies, the British, by the release of the
Imperial troops to fight the common enemy on other fronts, and by
supplying them with troops whenever they may be needed; secondly, to do
work beneficial to the people and the country by establishing in our
Ethiopia a Government which will protect the Faith and cause it to be
respected, and by guaranteeing liberty of the people and Freedom of
conscience.

What I would finally announce to you, my people, is
that today is a day of rejoicing for us all. Today is a day on which we
defeated our enemy. Therefore, when we say let us all rejoice with our
hearts let not our rejoicing be in any other way but in the spirit of
Christ. Do not return evil for evil. Do not indulge in the atrocities
which the enemy has been practising in his usual way, even up to the
last moment.

Take care not to spoil the good name of Ethiopia by
acts which are worthy of the enemy. We shall see that our enemies are
disarmed and sent the same way they came. As St. George who killed the
dragon is the Patron Saint of our army as well as of our allies, let us
unite with our allies in everlasting friendship and amity in order to
be able to stand against the godless and cruel dragon which has newly
risen and which is oppressing mankind. I charge you to consider them as
a brother and a friend and to show them kindness and consideration.
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  Our people of Ethiopia! Listen! 

Thanks be to Almighty God who is impartial to all. Who can break the arms of the strong and who stands by the oppressed. 

When Our long-time enemy, Italy, crossed Our border and occupied 

Our
country by aggressive force, we fought to defend Our country as much as
we could and then went to Europe to solicit help while you, patriots of
Ethiopia, continued the struggle and waited for us fighting day and
night in the forests and mountains against the militarily superior
brutal enemy, in taking advantage of your natural heroism as your
greatest weapon, never putting aside your swords, abandoning your flag
or surrendering to alien rule. 

As you now see, your five-year struggle has made it possible for you to witness the fruits of your efforts and sacrifices. 

We
have told you before that we have brought for you with us, the aid of
Great Britain which promised us to completely dispel Our enemy from Our
country and restore Our independence. Our happiness is boundless when
we announce to you that we have returned to Our beloved country, with
God's will, and to be present amidst Our people whom We have been
missing for some time. 

Our people of Ethiopia. You know how
grim life is to people robbed of their government, independence and
their motherland. The time has now come when each and everyone of us
should protect and serve Our beloved country, Ethiopia, with more zeal
and vigour. 

The Almighty God has been merciful to all of us.
Therefore, we have given mercy to those of you who, willingly or
unwillingly, betrayed your country and your Emperor while here or
abroad, and we urge you, wherever you may be, to raise your arms
against the enemy who has come, determined to destroy your race,
confiscate your property and spoil your name. Now you must throw him
out of Ethiopia. 

Italy is now in great despair, pressured by
Great Britain's air, sea and land forces and those Italian soldiers
remaining in Our country will not be beyond the challenge of Our
reliable patriotic forces. 

We express Our gratitude to the
government and people of Great Britain, for all the world to hear, on
behalf of you and Ourselves, for the warm, generous and cordial
reception and welcome they accorded us during Our most trying period. 

Long live independent Ethiopia! Long live Great Britain!





United Nations
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Twenty-seven years ago, as Emperor of Ethiopia, I mounted the rostrum
in Geneva, Switzerland, to address the League of Nations and to appeal
for relief from the destruction which had been unleashed against my
defenseless nation, by the Fascist invader. I spoke then both to and
for the conscience of the world. My words went unheeded, but history
testifies to the accuracy of the warning that I gave in 1936. 

Today,
I stand before the world organization which has succeeded to the mantle
discarded by its discredited predecessor. In this body is enshrined the
principle of collective security which I unsuccessfully invoked at
Geneva. Here, in this Assembly, reposes the best - perhaps the last -
hope for the peaceful survival of mankind. 

In 1936, I declared
that it was not the Covenant of the League that was at stake, but
international morality. Undertakings, I said then, are of little worth
if the will to keep them is lacking. The Charter of the United Nations
expresses the noblest aspirations of man: abjuration of force in the
settlement of disputes between states; the assurance of human rights
and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
language or religion; the safeguarding of international peace and
security. 

But these, too, as were the phrases of the Covenant,
are only words; their value depends wholly on our will to observe and
honor them and give them content and meaning. The preservation of peace
and the guaranteeing of man's basic freedoms and rights require courage
and eternal vigilance: courage to speak and act - and if necessary, to
suffer and die - for truth and justice; eternal vigilance, that the
least transgression of international morality shall not go undetected
and unremedied. These lessons must be learned anew by each succeeding
generation, and that generation is fortunate indeed which learns from
other than its own bitter experience. This Organization and each of its
members bear a crushing and awesome responsibility: to absorb the
wisdom of history and to apply it to the problems of the present, in
order that future generations may be born, and live, and die, in peace.


The record of the United Nations during the few short years of
its life affords mankind a solid basis for encouragement and hope for
the future. The United Nations has dared to act, when the League dared
not in Palestine, in Korea, in Suez, in the Congo. There is not one
among us today who does not conjecture upon the reaction of this body
when motives and actions are called into question. The opinion of this
Organization today acts as a powerful influence upon the decisions of
its members. The spotlight of world opinion, focused by the United
Nations upon the transgressions of the renegades of human society, has
thus far proved an effective safeguard against unchecked aggression and
unrestricted violation of human rights. 

The United Nations
continues to serve as the forum where nations whose interests clash may
lay their cases before world opinion. It still provides the essential
escape valve without which the slow build-up of pressures would have
long since resulted in catastrophic explosion. Its actions and
decisions have speeded the achievement of freedom by many peoples on
the continents of Africa and Asia. Its efforts have contributed to the
advancement of the standard of living of peoples in all corners of the
world. 

For this, all men must give thanks. As I stand here
today, how faint, how remote are the memories of 1936. How different in
1963 are the attitudes of men. We then existed in an atmosphere of
suffocating pessimism. Today, cautious yet buoyant optimism is the
prevailing spirit.

But each one of us here knows that what has
been accomplished is not enough. The United Nations judgments have been
and continue to be subject to frustration, as individual member-states
have ignored its pronouncements and disregarded its recommendations.
The Organization's sinews have been weakened, as member-states have
shirked their obligations to it. The authority of the Organization has
been mocked, as individual member-states have proceeded, in violation
of its commands, to pursue their own aims and ends. The troubles which
continue to plague us virtually all arise among member states of the
Organization, but the Organization remains impotent to enforce
acceptable solutions. As the maker and enforcer of the international
law, what the United Nations has achieved still falls regrettably short
of our goal of an international community of nations. 

This
does not mean that the United Nations has failed. I have lived too long
to cherish many illusions about the essential high mindedness of men
when brought into stark confrontation with the issue of control over
their security, and their property interests. Not even now, when so
much is at hazard would many nations willingly entrust their destinies
to other hands. 

Yet, this is the ultimatum presented to us:
secure the conditions whereby men will entrust their security to a
larger entity, or risk annihilation; persuade men that their salvation
rests in the subordination of national and local interests to the
interests of humanity, or endanger man's future. These are the
objectives, yesterday unobtainable, today essential, which we must
labor to achieve. 

Until this is accomplished, mankind's future
remains hazardous and permanent peace a matter for speculation. There
is no single magic formula, no one simple step, no words, whether
written into the Organization's Charter or into a treaty between
states, which can automatically guarantee to us what we seek. Peace is
a day-to-day problem, the product of a multitude of events and
judgements. Peace is not an "is", it is a "becoming." We cannot escape
the dreadful possibility of catastrophe by miscalculation. 

But
we can reach the right decisions on the myriad subordinate problems
which each new day poses, and we can thereby make our contribution and
perhaps the most that can be reasonably expected of us in 1963 to the
preservation of peace. It is here that the United Nations has served us
- not perfectly, but well. And in enhancing the possibilities that the
Organization may serve us better, we serve and bring closer our most
cherished goals. 

I would mention briefly today two particular
issues which are of deep concern to all men: disarmament and the
establishment of true equality among men. Disarmament has become the
urgent imperative of our time. I do not say this because I equate the
absence of arms to peace, or because I believe that bringing an end to
the nuclear arms race automatically guarantees the peace, or because
the elimination of nuclear warheads from the arsenals of the world will
bring in its wake that change in attitude requisite to the peaceful
settlement of disputes between nations. Disarmament is vital today,
quite simply, because of the immense destructive capacity of which men
dispose. 

Ethiopia supports the atmospheric nuclear test ban
treaty as a step towards this goal, even though only a partial step.
Nations can still perfect weapons of mass destruction by underground
testing. There is no guarantee against the sudden, unannounced
resumption of testing in the atmosphere. 

The real significance
of the treaty is that it admits of a tacit stalemate between the
nations which negotiated it, a stalemate which recognizes the blunt,
unavoidable fact that none would emerge from the total destruction
which would be the lot of all in a nuclear war, a stalemate which
affords us and the United Nations a breathing space in which to act. 

Here
is our opportunity and our challenge. If the nuclear powers are
prepared to declare a truce, let us seize the moment to strengthen the
institutions and procedures which will serve as the means for the
pacific settlement of disputes among men. Conflicts between nations
will continue to arise. The real issue is whether they are to be
resolved by force, or by resort to peaceful methods and procedures,
administered by impartial institutions. This very Organization itself
is the greatest such institution, and it is in a more powerful United
Nations that we seek, and it is here that we shall find, the assurance
of a peaceful future. 

Were a real and effective disarmament
achieved and the funds now spent in the arms race devoted to the
amelioration of man's state; were we to concentrate only on the
peaceful uses of nuclear knowledge, how vastly and in how short a time
might we change the conditions of mankind. This should be our goal. 

When
we talk of the equality of man, we find, also, a challenge and an
opportunity; a challenge to breathe new life into the ideals enshrined
in the Charter, an opportunity to bring men closer to freedom and true
equality. and thus, closer to a love of peace. 

The goal of the
equality of man which we seek is the antithesis of the exploitation of
one people by another with which the pages of history and in particular
those written of the African and Asian continents, speak at such
length. Exploitation, thus viewed, has many faces. But whatever guise
it assumes, this evil is to be shunned where it does not exist and
crushed where it does. It is the sacred duty of this Organization to
ensure that the dream of equality is finally realized for all men to
whom it is still denied, to guarantee that exploitation is not
reincarnated in other forms in places whence it has already been
banished. 

As a free Africa has emerged during the past decade,
a fresh attack has been launched against exploitation, wherever it
still exists. And in that interaction so common to history, this in
turn, has stimulated and encouraged the remaining dependent peoples to
renewed efforts to throw off the yoke which has oppressed them and its
claim as their birthright the twin ideals of liberty and equality. This
very struggle is a struggle to establish peace, and until victory is
assured, that brotherhood and understanding which nourish and give life
to peace can be but partial and incomplete. 

In the United
States of America, the administration of President Kennedy is leading a
vigorous attack to eradicate the remaining vestige of racial
discrimination from this country. We know that this conflict will be
won and that right will triumph. In this time of trial, these efforts
should be encouraged and assisted, and we should lend our sympathy and
support to the American Government today. 

Last May, in Addis
Ababa, I convened a meeting of Heads of African States and Governments.
In three days, the thirty-two nations represented at that Conference
demonstrated to the world that when the will and the determination
exist, nations and peoples of diverse backgrounds can and will work
together. in unity, to the achievement of common goals and the
assurance of that equality and brotherhood which we desire. 

On the question of racial discrimination, the Addis Ababa Conference taught, to those who will learn, this further lesson:

that
until the philosophy which holds one race superior and another inferior
is finally and permanently discredited and abandoned;

that until there are no longer first class and second class citizens of any nation;

that until the color of a man's skin is of no more significance than the color of his eyes;

that until the basic human rights are equally guaranteed to all without regard to race;

that
until that day, the dream of lasting peace and world citizenship and
the rule of international morality will remain but a fleeting illusion,
to be pursued but never attained.

And until the ignoble and
unhappy regimes that hold our brothers in Angola, in Mozambique and in
South Africa in subhuman bondage have been toppled and destroyed;

until
bigotry and prejudice and malicious and inhuman self-interest have been
replaced by understanding and tolerance and good-will;

until all Africans stand and speak as free beings, equal in the eyes of all men, as they are in the eyes of Heaven;

until
that day, the African continent will not know peace. We Africans will
fight, if necessary, and we know that we shall win, as we are confident
in the victory of good over evil.

The United Nations has done
much, both directly and indirectly to speed the disappearance of
discrimination and oppression from the earth. Without the opportunity
to focus world opinion on Africa and Asia which this Organization
provides, the goal, for many, might still lie ahead, and the struggle
would have taken far longer. For this, we are truly grateful. 

But
more can be done. The basis of racial discrimination and colonialism
has been economic, and it is with economic weapons that these evils
have been and can be overcome. In pursuance of resolutions adopted at
the Addis Ababa Summit Conference, African States have undertaken
certain measures in the economic field which, if adopted by all member
states of the United Nations, would soon reduce intransigence to
reason. I ask, today, for adherence to these measures by every nation
represented here which is truly devoted to the principles enunciated in
the Charter. 

I do not believe that Portugal and South Africa
are prepared to commit economic or physical suicide if honorable and
reasonable alternatives exist. I believe that such alternatives can be
found. But I also know that unless peaceful solutions are devised,
counsels of moderation and temperance will avail for naught; and
another blow will have been dealt to this Organization which will
hamper and weaken still further its usefulness in the struggle to
ensure the victory of peace and liberty over the forces of strife and
oppression. Here, then, is the opportunity presented to us. We must act
while we can, while the occasion exists to exert those legitimate
pressures available to us, lest time run out and resort be had to less
happy means. 

Does this Organization today possess the
authority and the will to act? And if it does not, are we prepared to
clothe it with the power to create and enforce the rule of law? Or is
the Charter a mere collection of words, without content and substance,
because the essential spirit is lacking? The time in which to ponder
these questions is all too short. The pages of history are full of
instances in which the unwanted and the shunned nonetheless occurred
because men waited to act until too late. We can brook no such delay. 

If
we are to survive, this Organization must survive. To survive, it must
be strengthened. Its executive must be vested with great authority. The
means for the enforcement of its decisions must be fortified, and, if
they do not exist, they must be devised. Procedures must be established
to protect the small and the weak when threatened by the strong and the
mighty. All nations which fulfill the conditions of membership must be
admitted and allowed to sit in this assemblage. 

Equality of
representation must be assured in each of its organs. The possibilities
which exist in the United Nations to provide the medium whereby the
hungry may be fed, the naked clothed, the ignorant instructed, must be
seized on and exploited for the flower of peace is not sustained by
poverty and want. 

To achieve this requires courage and
confidence. The courage, I believe, we possess. The confidence must be
created, and to create confidence we must act courageously. 

The
great nations of the world would do well to remember that in the modern
age even their own fates are not wholly in their hands. Peace demands
the united efforts of us all. Who can foresee what spark might ignite
the fuse? It is not only the small and the weak who must scrupulously
observe their obligations to the United Nations and to each other.
Unless the smaller nations are accorded their proper voice in the
settlement of the world's problems, unless the equality which Africa
and Asia have struggled to attain is reflected in expanded membership
in the institutions which make up the United Nations, confidence will
come just that much harder. Unless the rights of the least of men are
as assiduously protected as those of the greatest, the seeds of
confidence will fall on barren soil. 

The stake of each one of
us is identical - life or death. We all wish to live. We all seek a
world in which men are freed of the burdens of ignorance, poverty,
hunger and disease. And we shall all be hard-pressed to escape the
deadly rain of nuclear fall-out should catastrophe overtake us. 

When
I spoke at Geneva in 1936, there was no precedent for a head of state
addressing the League of Nations. I am neither the first, nor will I be
the last head of state to address the United Nations, but only I have
addressed both the League and this Organization in this capacity.

The
problems which confront us today are, equally, unprecedented. They have
no counterparts in human experience. Men search the pages of history
for solutions, for precedents, but there are none.

This, then,
is the ultimate challenge. Where are we to look for our survival, for
the answers to the questions which have never before been posed?

We
must look, first, to Almighty God, Who has raised man above the animals
and endowed him with intelligence and reason. We must put our faith in
Him, that He will not desert us or permit us to destroy humanity which
He created in His image.

And we must look into ourselves, into
the depth of our souls. We must become something we have never been and
for which our education and experience and environment have
ill-prepared us. We must become bigger than we have been: more
courageous, greater in spirit, larger in outlook. We must become
members of a new race, overcoming petty prejudice, owing our ultimate
allegiance not to nations but to our fellow men within the human
community.
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The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


It gives Us great pleasure to congratulate all the students, who
through their earnest efforts have overcome the various obstacles in
their way and have achieved success in their studies. Man desires many
things, but it is the individual's duty and responsibility to desire
the proper things. Anyone who makes the wrong choices will be a burden,
not only to himself but to future generations. As We have mentioned
over and over again, the test of what you students have obtained
through your education will be what you are able to accomplish in the
future. Great responsibilities await you. You must show the real worth
of your education by the way in which you shoulder these
responsibilities. We are confident that you will bring a blessing to
your country, your families, to all those who have planned and labored
for you, and to yourselves.

This
University came into being as a result of the dreams of many years. It
is indeed gratifying to note that a larger number are graduating this
year than in previous years. This fact gives Us confidence that the
many positions which have been waiting to be filled by well qualified
men and women will increasingly be filled. This encourages Us and
strengthens Our confidence that We shall reach the goals that we have
set for Our country. Since education is one of the basic needs of any
country, we have to provide opportunities for education throughout Our
Empire.

Our many plans for development call for skilled and
well-trained personnel, men who should come from Our various
institutions of higher learning, individuals who will be the pride of
the country. It is they who will perform a real service for their
country, for any plan which does not have the proper personnel to
execute it will remain a mere plan on paper.

We need
well-qualified people who are proud of being Ethiopians; people who are
proud of being Africans; people who are prepared to execute the plans
that have already been envisioned. These are the caliber of men who
should be produced in Our university.

The person who, even while
at school, realizes the needs of his country and has proper sense of
values and urgency will see what is needed, and will be able to fill
it. He need not be separated from his country and its culture before
being prepared to handle a position of responsibility. It was because
We realized that a national university would help in this training
process that We gladly turned over the site and buildings which We
inherited from Our father for the establishment of this university.

In
order that this university might maintain standards equal to those of
other universities, the members of the faculty should possess
qualifications equal to those faculties elsewhere; and the students
themselves should be equal to students of other universities. They
should all be inspired by devotion to their country and loyalty to
their leaders. Steadfastness and perseverance are invaluable in
attaining these goals. We will know that this university has reached
its maturity when We can see a sufficient number of qualified men and
women being produced, and an increasing number of students coming
forward eagerly to take advantage of the opportunities it affords. 

It
is through this university and other similar institutions of higher
learning that We can best preserve the culture of Our country and
interpret Our esteemed heritage to the world at large. We should
understand, therefore, that this university must be a place not only to
prepare men and women for their various vocations, but also to help
them gain a better knowledge of their culture and a desire to
disseminate it.

The growth of this university and the
establishment and development of other comparable institutions will
depend upon you. The increasing number of succeeding elementary and
secondary schools are not sufficient to provide instruction for all the
children of the Empire, and We are therefore planning to establish
thousands more of such institutions, but the problem is to awaken the
people to the need for such schools and to get capable instructors to
teach the various subjects in the language of the people. We are
grateful to God that today, through the training imparted by the
various colleges and faculties of the university, the problem of
teacher shortage is beginning to be solved.

The molding of the
young minds of future generations will depend upon these teachers, for
theirs is a great responsibility; and We would like to remind them that
they should take to heart this obligation and act accordingly.
Education is a means of sharpening the mind of man both spiritually and
intellectually. It is a two-edged sword that can be used either for the
progress of mankind or for its destruction. that is why it has been Our
constant desire and endeavor to develop our education for the benefit
of mankind.

A qualified man with vision, unmoved by daily
selfish interests, will be led to right decisions by his conscience. In
general, a man who knows from whence he comes and where he is going
will co-operate with his fellow human beings. He will not be satisfied
with merely doing his ordinary duties but will inspire others by his
good example. You are being watched by the nation and you should
realize that you will satisfy it if you do good; but if, on the
contrary, you do evil, it will lose its hope and its confidence in you.

Though
life is short, one should live and act in such a way that his
achievements will bring him and his country a good name forever. If he
does not use his training for worthy ends, he will be an enemy to
himself and an obstacle to others. He will, indeed, be sick while
supposedly healthy and dead while still alive.

Simply watching
other people's achievements is a characteristic of the lazy man. But it
is to be hoped that Our students, properly valuing great achievements,
many of which are the result of education, will not be satisfied to be
mere onlookers, admiring the work of other men, but doers actively
participating in the development of their country. Records of the past
reveal the great achievements of our forefathers. It is up to us to try
to emulate them, for they will be standing in judgement of us.

We
have many natural resources and fertile lands which await our skill so
that they may be developed to bring prosperity to the country. The
qualified technicians are already beginning to develop the country. Is
this not a blessing brought to Us by education? 

It is only
when man becomes master of his fate able to determine his destiny that
he can be free from fears and inferiority. Such and individual or a
nation stands respected by all. For us Africans, the conference of the
Heads of States held in May last, is an adequate proof that we are
determined to be masters of Our fate; owners of Our wealth; and capable
of removing the adjective dark from the name of Our continent.

Education,
that of the nation and of the individual, is the bastion of this goal;
and it's this realization that has in the past induced Us to offer
scholarships for Our fellow Africans to study in Ethiopia.

It
was while we were yet the Crown Prince, energized by the love for
education which Our father instilled in Us, that we vigorously pursued
the path of education for Our land. We have, ever since, perseveringly
and increasingly followed that path and we are now more than ever
before convinced that it is education that heals Africa.

It is
this conviction that has so recently caused Us to establish with our
own personal funds a trust to assist Africans on the road to higher
learning. The aim of the trust is to enable Ethiopians and other
Africans of excellence to proceed further in their fields of pursuit.

And
you, who are graduating today, because you have received better
opportunities than your fellow countrymen through a university
education, have a new door opened to you to struggle for that degree of
excellence in the service of your country and humanity.

We are
deeply indebted to the lecturers and professors who have labored
unceasingly to make this occasion possible and We exhort them to work
ever more in the training of young and competent men for the service of
their country. And for you who are graduating today, may the Almighty
make your future clear and challenging.
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The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


  Your Highnesses, Honourable Foreign Representatives, and Dignitaries:

This
day of the erection of a statue to Emperor Menelik II is a great and a
happy day for the entire people of Ethiopia. The life of man is full of
many sacrifices. However, after life, there is nothing better one could
leave behind, other than a worthy and memorable name for one's
performances, and the erection of this statue today proves that Emperor
Menelik II has been blessed to get this well-deserved reward for his
efforts.

Although Emperor Menelik Ii was Emperor of Ethiopia by
virtue of his long and traditional royal lineage, all of you patriots
and heroes are well aware of the fact that he was fortunate enough to
have successfully pursued what Emperor Teodros and Emperor Yohannes
started in the struggle for the unification of all the provinces which
were divided and balkanised as a result of the Battle of Gragne during
the period of his father Emperor Lebne Dengel.

In all his
efforts, with the blessings of God, his success in uniting Ethiopia has
made his name renowned all over the world. Besides consolidating the
unity of Ethiopia, Emperor Menelik II also established friendly
relations with other governments, thus providing for Ethiopia
favourable international relations and assuring the orderly progress of
her people. 

Having been fortunate enough and blessed with a
peaceful reign, farmers worked hard and businessmen did their part well
and consequently attained great prosperity.

Let history tell
what achievements Emperor Menelik II made for his people and his
country, for it will be impossible for Us now to enumerate them all
here. No matter how intelligent and brave, no one on earth can escape
death and Emperor Menelik II had to pass from this world on December
13, 1913 after having worked as much as he could for the growth of
Ethiopia and the progress of his people.

Although this statue
can in no way stand as a symbolic example for all the achievements
Emperor Menelik II made for Ethiopia, We are erecting this statue
because as human beings, there is nothing more We can do.

Many
are the Emperors who, in past, worked commendably for their country.
However, we know of no king, thus far, who has a statue erected in his
name. It was Emperor Menelik II who started and left behind for Us
projects which brought Us closer to other countries and it is because
of this that We take it upon Ourselves to erect statues as symbolic
tokens to Emperors who left behind significant works and, to this
effect, We can say that this statue stands to signify the great works
of Emperor Menelik II.

Moreover, the presence of so many
dignitaries and representatives of foreign governments, who are here
for Our coronation and those representing governments that signed
friendship treaties with Emperor Menelik II, as well as those of
others, to witness the inauguration of this statue and share Our
happiness, shows how great indeed he has been.

From now on, We
will continue to erect statues, not only for kings, but also for all
those patriots who perform or have performed great works for their
country, in memory of their name and their works.
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The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


It gives Us the greatest pleasure to welcome, on Our own behalf and on
behalf of the entire Ethiopian people, Your Majesty and Prince Philip
who are with Us in Ethiopia as Our honoured guests. We have long and
eagerly looked forward to your coming, and We greet you this evening
with respect and affection.

In
coming to Ethiopia, Your Majesty, You have reaffirmed the friendship
and depth of feeling which have for so long existed between Our two
nations 'and their peoples and which serve as an indissoluble bond
between us. You have, as well, contributed fresh evidence of the
universality of man and of the fundamental and deep-seated ties which
unite all people, whatever their race, cultural orientation or economic
and social background, who share common principles and ideals and who
strive for the attainment of man's most cherished goals. The
Commonwealth of which Your Majesty is the Head stands today as symbol
of this universality and provides, in its own way, encouragement for
those of us who seek, on this African continent, to utilize in Our
search for true unity what is best among the common instincts and
aspirations shared by all men.

The Ethiopian and British peoples
and Governments are old friends. Contacts between us stretch back many
years. Our friendship was cemented and rendered indissoluble during the
unhappy years in which Ethiopians, abandoned to the aggressor,
struggled against overwhelming odds, first, to preserve their nation's
independence, and later, to free it from the despot's heel. We
personally cherish mixed emotions concerning those years. From 1936 to
1941, separated from Our people, exiled in a strange land while We
laboured to muster sympathy and support for Ethiopia's cause, We were
received by the British people with a warmth which nourished and
strengthened Our will. And when, finally, the just God called the
tyrant aggressor to account, soldiers of many lands marching under the
British flag, fought side by side with Our patriots for the liberation
of the subjugated and the triumph of justice and liberty over tyranny
and oppression.

Today, Ethiopia looks to the British as staunch
and firm friends in the struggle being waged throughout the world
against poverty, ignorance and want.

Throughout the years,
Ethiopia has enjoyed and benefited from the interest of British
scholars and friends who have sought to know our country well and to
convey to the world from which our nation was so long isolated a true
sense of the richness of our life and the diversity of our culture. As
this knowledge has been diffused, Ethiopia has been helped to emerge
proudly to play a fuller role in international affairs. It is upon this
knowledge and understanding that we have sought to build the
international unity of the spirit which today constitutes the most
important force for good in the search for a lasting world peace and a
decent way of life for humanity. With the raising of all men to their
rightful dignity and honour as individuals, they will be able to regard
their fellows, of whatever nation, of whatever race, of whatever
religious, linguistic or historical tradition, as equals, without
jealousy, without fear, without undue pride. The British people are
united with us in this field and we are confident that they will
continue to lend their unstinting efforts in the accomplishment of the
immense task which, together with other people of good will, they have
joined their efforts.

Your Majesty, during Your Reign, which
commenced in an African country only a little distance to the South,
You have carried forward gloriously the traditions of Your lineage and
brought new honour to the Throne which You occupy. Your Majesty
personally enjoys today the respect, the admiration and the affection
of all peoples to whom Britain serves as the symbol of indomitability
in adversity, of courage when confronted by danger, of dignity and
resolve when threatened with defeat, and of magnanimity and generosity
in victory.

We shall never forget the warm and friendly
reception accorded to Us by the British people during Our state visit a
decade ago. Similarly, We trust that your stay with us will be
pleasant. We hope that you will carry away with you deep and abiding
memories of Our nation and its people. We ask all here assembled now to
join Us in a toast to the continued friendship between the British and
Ethiopian peoples, to the growth in prosperity and well-being of the
British nation, to the health, long life and personal happiness of Her
Majesty the Queen and Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh.
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The Lion of Judah has prevailed


  Haile Selassie I, Elect of God


  King of Kings of Ethiopia
  


  Every labourer is a father, his labour is his child. Choose your project carefully and achieve it worthily.

Once
a person has decided upon his life work and is assured that in doing
the work for which he is best endowed and equipped, he is filling a
vital need, what he then needs, is faith and integrity, compiled with
courageous spirit so that no longer preferring himself to the
fulfilment of his task, he may address himself to the problems he must
solve in order to be effective.

Rich and poor have always existed and always will.

Why?
Because there are those that work and those that don't, those that wish
to earn their living and those that prefer to do nothing.

Those
that work, that want to work, are not poor. For it is true that Our
Lord the Creator sends us into the world as equals, but it is also true
that when one is born one is neither rich nor poor. One is naked.

It is later on that one becomes rich or poor, according to one's desserts.

Yes, we too are aware that giving alms serves no useful purpose. For there is only one means to solve the poverty problem. work.

We
have said that whoever doesn't work because he doesn't want to is poor.
We have said that wealth has to be gained through hard work. We have
said those who don't work starve. And now We add that the capacity to
earn depends on the individual: Each individual is responsible for his
misfortunes, his fate. It is wrong to expect help to fall from above,
as a gift: Wealth has to be deserved. Work is one of the commandments
of Our Lord the Creator!

If each and everyone endeavours to
cooperate and work in as much as his capacity permits, our faith rests
upon the Almighty God that he would bless the results for us.

It is not sufficient simply to see and admire the natural beauty and fertility of Ethiopia.

It
is our obligation to work upon and benefit from this country whose
fertile soil has been granted us by the Almighty God. We have to gain
honour and pride for the country.

Whatever the task may be, man
may begin it but he cannot complete it, unless God sustains and
supports him. If he fails to accomplish the task on which he has set
out, having worked to the best of his ability, he is not to be maligned
by being called lazy.
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